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1.0 Introduction  

The Lockwood Family commissioned Geometria Ltd to undertake an archaeological and historic 
heritage assessment to support its submission on Proposed Far North District Plan and to assess 
proposed planning provisions that identify Building areas for potential future development on 
Motukiekie Island, in the eastern Bay of Islands.  

Four archaeological sites are recorded on the island and a large number of sites are recorded on 
the neighbouring islands of Moturua, Urupukapuka and Waewaetoria. Under the Heritage New 
Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 all archaeological sites are protected from any modification, 
damage or destruction except by the authority of the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga.  

This assessment uses archaeological techniques to assess archaeological values and does not 
seek to locate or identify wahi tapu or other places of cultural or spiritual significance to ~ĝŸƖŔ. 
Such assessments may only be made by Tangata Whenua, who may be approached independently 
of this report for advice. 

Likewise, such an assessment by Tangata Whenua does not constitute an archaeological 
assessment and permission to undertake ground disturbing activity on and around archaeological 
sites and features may only be provided by Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, and may only 
be monitored or investigated by a qualified archaeologist approved through the archaeological 
authority process. 

1.1 The Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 

Under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere2 Taonga Act 2014 (HNZPTA; previously the Historic 
Places Act 1993) all archaeological sites are protected from any modification, damage or 
destruction except by the authority of the Historic Places Trust. Section 6 of the HNZPTA defines 
an archaeological site as:  

" any place in New Zealand, including any building or structure (or part of a building or 
structure), thatщ 

(i) was associated with human activity that occurred before 1900 or is the site of the 
wreck of any vessel where the wreck occurred before 1900; and 

(ii) provides or may provide, through investigation by archaeological methods, 
evidence relating to the history of New Zealand; and 

(b) ŔŰĦũƨĬĲƚЮċЮƚŔƣĲЮŉŸƖЮƽőŔĦőЮċЮĬĲĦũċƖċƣŔŸŰЮŔƚЮůċĬĲЮƨŰĬĲƖЮƚĲĦƣŔŸŰЮΧΦёΤђѠ 

To be protected under the HNZPTA an archaeological site must have physical remains that pre-
date 1900 and that can be investigated by scientific archaeological techniques. Sites from 1900 or 
post-1900 can be declared archaeological under section 43(1) of the Act.  

If a development is likely to impact on an archaeological site, an authority to modify or destroy this 
site can be sought from the local Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga office under section 44 of 
the Act. Where damage or destruction of archaeological sites is to occur Heritage New Zealand 
usually requires mitigation. Penalties for modifying a site without an authority include fines of up 
to $300,000 for destruction of a site. 

Most archaeological evidence consists of sub-surface remains which are often not visible or 
obvious and indications of an archaeological site are often very subtle and hard to distinguish on 
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the ground surface. Sub-surface excavations on a suspected archaeological site can only take 
place with an authority issued under Section 56 of the HNZPTA issued by the Heritage New Zealand.  

1.2 The Resource Management Act 1991 

Archaeological sites and other historic heritage may also be considered under the Resource 
~ċŰċŊĲůĲŰƣШ ĦƣШΝΦΦΝШыÅ~ ьЮШÑőĲШÅ~ ШĲƚƣċĤũŔƚőĲƚШыƨŰĬĲƖШÂċƖƣШΞьШŔŰШƣőĲШ ĦƣќƚШƓƨƖƓŸƚĲШыÉĲĦƣŔŸŰШΡьШ
the matters of national importance (Section 6), and other matters (Section 7) and all decisions by 
a Council are subject to these provisions.  Sections 6e and 6f identify historic heritage (which 
includes archaeological sites) and ~ĝŸƖŔ heritage as matters of national importance. 

Local authorities have a responsibility to recognise and provide for the relationship of ~ĝŸƖŔ and 
their culture and traditions with their ancestral lands, water, sites, wahi tapu, and other taonga 
(Section 6e). Councils also have the statutory responsibility to recognise and provide for the 
protection of historic heritage from inappropriate subdivision, use and development within the 
context of sustainable management (Section 6f). Responsibilities for managing adverse effects on 
heritage arise as part of policy and plan preparation and the resource consent processes.  

2.0 Location  and Environment  

Motukiekie, at 28ha, is a medium-sized island in the eastern Bay of Islands. It lies between 
Moturua, Waewaetoria and Urupukapuka. It is approximately 1200m long and 500m wide at the 
widest point (Figure 1).   

The island comprises a steep-sided central ridgeline running northwest to southeast, and rising 
from the coastline to 82m above sea level just north of the geographic centre of the island, with 
another highpoint around the same elevation 300m to the southeast and separated by a saddle at 
40m. The coastline is generally rocky, with four small sandy coves on the northwest, northeast, 
southwest and southeast sides of the island. 

The soil on the island is Marua light brown clay loam, specifically the hill variant which forms on 
slopes of greater than 20 degrees. These shallow soils form from the weathering of the greywacke 
ƚƨƖŉŔĦŔċũШƖŸĦťШƽőŔĦőШƓƖĲĬŸůŔŰċƣĲƚШċũŸŰŊШ ŸƖƣőũċŰĬќƚШĲċƚƣШĦŸast from Mangonui to Bream Tail. 
Greywacke is a hard, compacted siltstone and sandstone which weathers to weakly to moderately 
leached soils prone to landslide erosion and slump terracing on steep slopes. The soil is 
moderately to weakly-drained and the Marua clays pug easily when wet, are difficult to cultivate 
because of the clay content, and hard rock is often close to the surface. However the natural 
fertility of the soil is reasonable.   

The island ƽċƚШĦũĲċƖĲĬШŸŉШƓƖŔůċƖǃШŉŸƖĲƚƣШĤǃШ~ĝŸƖŔШŔŰШƣőĲШƓƖĲ-European contact period, grazed from 
the mid-19th to mid-20th centuries, and is now under regenerating coastal forest with small areas of 
remnant European shrubs and trees including large Norfolk pines. The Lockwood family have 
planted more than 20,000 native seedlings since 2000 in the aid of biodiversity restoration and the 
family and resident caretake support conservation activities on the island, which is part of the 
Project Island Song biodiversity restoration project. The steep and rocky northeast face of the 
island is still in open rank grassland, with two other clearings in mown grass in the centre of the 
island. 

There is one dwelling on the island, above the sandy cove on the northwest coast, and served by a 
pontoon and boardwalk.  Steep quad-bike accessible walking tracks run up from the dwelling 
provide access to the northern end of a central ridge track, and a helipad. Wing tracks to the south 
of the central high point provide access to the southeastern high point, and Kiekie Bay on the 
southeast side of the island. A small grassed clearing with fruit trees is located at the central high 
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point with a number of outbuildings and several water tanks adjacent to the north. There are no 
streams on the island and the tanks are supplied by a bore, with another tank on the eastern high 
point supplied from a ground level catchment structure. Power is supplied via a solar panel array 
on the edge of the steep rocky slope under rank grass on the north side of the central high point, 
and a diesel generator at the dwelling. 

3.0 Proposed Zone Change and Potential Future Development  

Currently Motukiekie, which has been privately owned since 1837, stands to be rezoned under the 
Proposed Far North District Plan. Owing to a quirk of late twentieth century history, the current 
zoning of the island is Conservation. The proposed zoning of the island is Natural Open Space, in 
keeping with the objectives of the current zoning and the proposed zoning are the same as the 
adjacent Crown-owned islands, Public Conservation Land managed by the Department of 
Conservation. 

This is in contrast to the privately owned islands in the Bay of Islands like Motoroa which has its 
own zone, and islands in private ownership like Moturahurahu, Tawiriwiri and Wainui, and islands 
with mixed private, lease and Crown tenure such as Urupukapuka, Moturua and Motuarohia, where 
the private holdings are currently zoned General Coastal. Under the Proposed Plan they would be 
zoned Rural Production. 

ÑőĲШxŸĦťƽŸŸĬШ[ċůŔũǃќƚШƚƨĤůŔƚƚŔŸŰШŔĬĲŰƣŔŉŔĲƚШƣőċƣШƣőĲШ ċƣƨƖċũШ§ƓĲŰШÉƓċĦĲШǍŸŰĲШĬŸĲƚŰќƣШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲШ
for the sustainable management of the island or meet the objectives of the Proposed Plan. They 
have proposed either a special purpose zone or inclusion within the Rural Production zone along 
with a set of precinct provisions specific to the Island. Those provisions would combine with the 
Outstanding Natural Landscape and High Natural Character overlays the island to enable the 
family to make reasonable use of the island in a way that balances their private use with protection 
and biodiversity restoration/conservation.  

The proposed planning provisions (Envivo 2025) would allow for an application for resource 
consent to be made for additional building development within three identified Building Areas as a 
Discretionary Activity, along with an extension of the existing solar array are (Figure 2).  Any future 
consent application would be subject to Special Information Requirements including specific 
Design Guidelines. The proposed rules for the special purpose zone/precinct, specify the 
requirement an archaeological values and effects assessment in conjunction with any future 
application for a building or structure on the Island.  That approach, which completements the 
HNZPT, is supported. 

4.0 Methodology 

The methods used to assess the presence and state of archaeological remains on the property and 
the effects of the proposal included both a desktop review and a field assessment. The desktop 
review involved an investigation of written records relating to the history of the property. These 
included regional archaeological publications and unpublished reports, New Zealand 
Archaeological Association Site Record Files (NZAA SRF) downloaded via the ArchSite website, 
land plans held at Land Information New Zealand, Deeds Indexes and Registers and historic and 
modern aerial imagery.  

The field assessment included inspecting the proposed development sites, inspecting cut, eroded 
or exposed surfaces for exposure of subsurface remains, and revisiting recorded sites. No probing 
and only limited spade test pitting was undertaken. This was due to the rocky and thin nature of the 
soil formation which limited the possibility of extensive subsurface deposits amenable to 
identification using those techniques in the areas of interest. 
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Figure 1: Motukiekie archaeological sites (NZAA Archsite locations) and proposed development areas. 
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Figure 2: Proposed Motukiekie Development Plan. 

5.0 Archaeological  and Historic Heritage  Landscape 

5.1 Archaeological Sites on Motukiekie  

There are four recorded archaeological sites on Motukiekie. They were originally recorded by A. 
Leahy and W. Walsh in early December 1976 as part of a three and a half week reconnaissance 
survey of Crown reserves in the Bay of Islands (Figure 3-Figure 4). The work was undertaken on 
behalf of the Commissioner of Crown Lands and under the auspices of the then New Zealand 
Historic Places Trust. The survey was commissioned shortly after the new archaeological 
protection provisions came into force under the Historic Places Act 1975.  

The goal was to inventory archaeological sites on the local reserves in advance of management 
planning for the proposed Bay of Islands Maritime and Historic Park. They walked the main and 
most subsidiary ridges, beach and back beach areas, and streams, marking site locations on NZMS 
1 Imperial Inch to the Mile mapsheets and large format aerial photographic prints. Large sites were 
mapped by tape and compass. They compiled a survey report with descriptions of the island and 
mainland reserves visited, and submitted all site records to the NZAA Northland Region File Keeper 
S. Bartlett. In particular they noted the lack of freshwater on the island apart from the possibility of 
several small springs, and the lack of cultivable soils. At the time of the survey the island was in 
rank grass, regenerating scrubby coastal forest, and pine trees. 

The sites were later revisited by K. Rountree on behalf of the Bay of Islands Maritime and Historic 
Park and the Department of Lands and Survey in 1984 (Figure 5). Rountree had been commissioned 
to resurvey archaeological sites within the Park demesne, identify sites worthy of interpretation, 
and prepare and annotated historical bibliography for the Bay of Islands. She also noted the lack of 
cultivable land in comparison to the gardened flats and rolling country on the neighbouring islands. 
The lack of sheltered anchorages was also noted. 
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In August 2000, L. Johnson visited the island to assess a proposal for a new dwelling. Johnson 
review the findings of Leahy and Walsh (1976) and Rountree (1984) before noting that little was 
known of the history of the island, apart from it seemingly passing into European ownership in the 
mid-late 19th century and being deforested by that time. He noted that more recently, one of the 
European owners had established a small bach at Kiekie Bay, the sandy cove on the southeast side. 
Johnson revisited one site, Q05/125 the terraces at the northwestern end of the main ridge. 

Q05/125, originally recorded as on the old NZMS 1 map grid as N12/88, is five terraces running 
down the crest of the narrow ridge at the northwest end of the island, over a distance of 100m 
(Figure 6; Appendix A). Three terraces 5 x 5 paces, 4 x 3 paces and 3 x 3 paces were clustered 
towards the lower end of the ridge, with two other terraces 60m up the ridge, measuring 11 x 3 and 
5 x 5 paces respectively. The top terrace had two rocks in the centre, which the site recorders 
indicated were probably a natural outcrop 

In 1984 when she visited the island, Rountree reported that the walking track went through site. The 
terraces (three?) were in grass in a very exposed location and they were prone to weather and 
pedestrian erosion. She assessed the site has having low significance rating, which did not warrant 
shifting the walking track (nothing that this would have been impractical anyway because of the 
steeply sloping sides to the ridge). She suggested the site might represent an extension of Q05/127. 
The site has excellent views to the islands, and open sea to the north. 

In 2000 when Johnson revisited the site, he stated that it was 150m northwest of the central high 
ƓŸŔŰƣШċŰĬШΤΜůШƚŸƨƣőĲċƚƣШŸŉШƣőĲШƚƣĲĲƓШĬƖŸƓŸŉŉШċĤŸƻĲШƓĝШÄΜΡоΝΞΣЯШċĬŢċĦĲŰƣШƣŸШƣőĲШƨƓƓĲƖШĲŰĬШŸŉШċШ
recently completed wooden boardwalk. This would put the site location as extending from where 
the helipad (un built at the time) and upper boardwalk are presently located, to the vicinity of the 
solar array. Johnson recorded seven or more heavily eroded and slumped terraces down the 
ridgeline under a mix of rank grass and manuka. Having been undertaken just prior to the advent of 
readily available consumer GPS, only a single paper-map based NZMS 260 metric mapsheet grid 
reference is provided for the site. 

Johnson found that no archaeological authority was required for the proposed new dwelling but 
that work should occur under an accidental discovery protocol, and that any further modification 
of the existing track along the ridge would require additional assessment. 

Q05/126 is a headland Ɠĝ at northwest tip of island nearest Moturua, originally recorded as N12/89 
(Figure 7; Figure 17-Figure 18; Appendix A). xĲċőǃШċŰĬШìċũƚőШƖĲĦŸƖĬĲĬШƣőĲШƚŔƣĲШċƚШċШőĲċĬũċŰĬШƓĝШ
cut off from the rest of the island by a high, steep cliff and razor-back ridge. The cliff face had been 
artificially steepened and the ridge cut by a defensive ditch. The site was fairly exposed, 
considerably eroded, and in fair condition. They noted the possible association with a settlement 
ŸŰШƣőĲШŔƚũċŰĬШƖĲĦŸƖĬĲĬШĬƨƖŔŰŊШ~ċƖŔŸŰШ?ƨШ[ƖĲƚŰĲќƚШƚŸŢŸƨƖŰШŔŰШƣőĲШőċƖĤŸƨƖШŔŰШΝΤΤΞ, and that it 
commanded the channels either side. 

Rountree recorded the site as being defended by a transverse ditch cutting off the headland and 
high, vertical cliffs on the seaward perimeter. Severe weather erosion has left the physical evidence 
of the site unimpressive in spite of its historical importance of being depicted on the French "Plan 
du Port Marion" (1772). There was little living space in the Ɠĝ with only a few exposed terraces which 
are now covered with scrubby manuka and pohutukawa, grass, flax and bracken. The site faces 
three Pa on Moturua and together they probably controlled the passage between the two islands. 
It is notable, however, that only Q05/125 appears on the French chart. 

Q05/127 is a terraced knoll at one of the two highest points of island (Figure 8; Appendix A). Leahy 
and Walsh reported a poorly defined summit platform with three terraces down slope to the north, 
under rank kikuyu and plantings and modified by farming activity. 



Archaeological and Historic Heritage Assessment. Motukiekie. Bay of Islands    - Page 11 

Geometria Ltd 

Rountree recorded that the site was more impressive and extensive than the Leahy and Walsh 
report and provided a different grid reference, placing the site to the southwest and more in keeping 
ƽŔƣőШƣőĲШũŸĦċƣŔŸŰШƚőŸƽŰШŸŰШxĲċőǃШċŰĬШìċũƚőќƚШƚŔƣĲШůċƓ. She stated that it was the most important 
site on the island in terms of the remaining physical evidence. There were a number of large 
terraces on the north facing slope of the ridge. Pohutukawa and pines growing on or near terraces 
makes it difficult to get an overall picture of the site. There is a possible ditch across the ridge at 
the northeast end of the site and the site may have been a Ɠĝ. There are heaps of stones (covered 
with grass and mangemange) on the north slope northwest of the site. It is possible that these were 
associated with clearing areas for gardening, however the amount of cleared space is minimal. The 
site is in moderate to good condition. 

Q05/128, originally recorded as N12/91ЯШŔƚШċШƖŔĬŊĲШƓĝШŸŰШƣőĲШƚŸƨƣőĲċƚƣШőŔŊőШƓŸŔŰƣ (Figure 9; 
Appendix A). Leahy and Walsh recorded a scarped summit platform or tihi, six terraces (including 
one with a banked path across one side), and piles of rock which could have been gardening 
features. The site was defended by the steep topography on three sides, but accessible via the 
gentle western slope. A flake of obsidian was discovered on the slope on the north side of the tihi. 
The site was in good condition. 

Rountree recorded a knoll and terraces or ridge ƓĝШon southeast high point of the island. To locate 
the site it is necessary to leave the walking track and ascend a short distance through pines and 
scrub. (There has apparently been some scrub regeneration since Leahy and Walsh's survey). The 
tihi is covered in scrub and several ill-defined terraces on the northwest slope are in grass. The east 
side of the tihi drops away very steeply. The site is in good condition. 

In her summary, Rountree stated: 

љÑhe physical limitations of Motukiekie (see introduction) would possibly have made 
the island unsuitable for establishing a large self-contained early Maori community. 
The small number of sites recorded would probably not be greatly advanced even if 
access to the scrub covered areas were possible. There were, however, at least two 
important inland settlements on high knolls and one headland Pa which is known to 
have been in use at the time of Marion du Fresne's visit in 1772. A French journal 
account says that following their retaliatory attack on Paeroa Pa on Moturua some 
Maori retreated to "a village which is on a small island a short distance from Marion 
Island." This is likely to have been N12/89 on Motukiekie. The island was probably 
closely tied to Moturua by kin relationships and economic dependence. Any further 
fieldwork on Motukiekie could investigate the stone heaps associated with N12/90 
and check headlands in the southeast of the island for Pa sites.њ 

5.2 Archaeological Context  

The Bay of Islands is possessed of a dense archaeological landscape. To the east on Urupkapuka, 
more than 70 individual sites are recorded, made up of more than 1600 individual features 
including occupation terraces, storage pits, defensive ditches and banks, gardening-related slope 
ĬƖċŔŰƚЯШċŰĬШůŔĬĬĲŰШċŰĬШћůċĬĲќШŸƖШċŰƣőƖŸƓŸŊĲŰŔĦШŊċƖĬĲŰШƚŸŔũƚЮ The total number of sites and 
features is likely to be substantially larger as many areas under regenerating natural forest have not 
been surveyed or are incompletely surveyed due to the dense vegetation. A similarly dense 
archaeological landscape is present on Moturua and Waewaetoria. All three islands have been 
subject to academic/research archaeological projects in the last 20 years. 

Leahy and Walsh undertook the original survey of Urupukapuka as part of the wider 
reconnaissance survey of the Crown reserves in the Bay of Islands-Kerikeri area already mentioned 
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(Leahy and Walsh 1976). They identified 42 sites on the island, with a subsequent survey of the 
islands by Rountree (1983) identifying a further 24 sites.  

More recently, extensive feature-level GPS-based survey of archaeological sites on Urupukapuka, 
Waewaetoria and Moturua Island has been undertaken by DOC in partnership with Tangata 
Whenua and the University of Auckland from 2009-2011, to support visitor facilities projects on 
those islands including track and fence upgrades. Geophysical subsurface testing of some sites 
on Urupukapuka has occurred as part of this work (Blanshard and Goddard 2009; Goddard 2012; 
McCoy and Ladefoged 2009). A number of assessments have also been undertaken at Otehei Bay 
on behalf of the lessee for different developments within the leasehold area(Bruce 2004), but these 
have not entered the public domain through the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 
archaeological Authority process. 

Beyond Urupukapuka, several smaller surveys have been undertaken over the last 20 years in the 
eastern Bay of Islands for the purposes of assessing the effects of development activity on 
archaeological sites in the area. These include surveys at Parekura Bay (Nevin 1999), and Hauai 
Bay (Bruce 2005), and several surveys by the author at Clendon Cove, and Taiharuru Bay just west 
of Rawhiti (Carpenter 2010, 2011a, 2011b, 2016a) and Orokawa (Carpenter 2016a and 2019).  

Despite the large number of sites and increasing coastal development over the last 20 years, there 
have only been a few excavations in this part of the Bay of Islands to provide context for the 
archaeological sites recorded at Motukiekie. A small study of obsidian sources has been 
undertaken on obsidian recovered from the midden at Otehei Bay (Q05/1101) and Entico Bay 
(Q05/1070), as reported in McCoy et. al. (2010). Heritage New Zealand, DOC and the Tangata 
Whenua have also undertaken several years of excavation of an Archaic site at Mangahawea Bay 
on nearby Moturua Island stimulated in-part by walking track redevelopment (Blanshard 2009) 
although the results have yet to be reported in-full. Monitoring investigation has also occurred at 
Opunga Bay for the landowner on that part of Moturua (Johnson 1997, 1998). 

fŰШΝΦΣΠЯШxЮШ]ƖŸƨĤĲШĲǂĦċƻċƣĲĬШÂċƖŸċШÂċШƽőŔĦőШƽċƚШƚċĦťĲĬШĤǃШ~ċƖŔŸŰШ?ƨШ[ƖĲƚŰĲќƚШůĲŰШŉŸũũŸƽŔŰŊШƣőĲШ
killing of Du Fresne and several others at nearby Manawaora Bay in 1772. An excavation was also 
undertaken on an early or archaic ~ĝŸƖŔ site at Mangahawea Bay on Moturua by J. McKay and which 
has recently provided a 13th century radiocarbon date for occupation (J. Maingay pers. comm.). 
Bickler and Clough (2006) undertook a small sampling excavation on a midden near Parahi Pa in 
Parekura Bay in 2005, the results of which suggested the site was used for shellfish processing of 
cockle in the mid-1700s and was probably in use at the time the local population was increasing, 
shortly before the arrival of Captain Cook. In 2009 the University of Auckland undertook an 
archaeological field school at Urupukapuka Island. 

Leahy and Walsh (1978: 3) provide a succinct summary of the environment of the area and its 
occupation by ~ĝŸƖŔ in prehistoric times: 

џÑőĲЮĤƖŸťĲŰЮŰċƣƨƖĲЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮĦŸċƚƣũŔŰĲЮċŉŉŸƖĬĲĬЮƚőĲũƣĲƖĲĬЮőċƖĤŸƨƖƚЮċŰĬЮĲċƚŔũǃЮĬĲŉĲŰĬċĤũĲЮ
peninsulas. The high ridges behind were used as refuges and lookout points. There 
were plentiful supplies of sea foods, birds, forest products, timber and cropping land 
in a frost-ŉƖĲĲЮĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣѠ 

5.3 Other Heritage Listings  

There are no Listed historic places under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014, or 
scheduled heritage buildings, objects, notable trees or sites of cultural significance to ~ĝŸƖŔ in the 
Far North District Plan, on Motukiekie. 
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Figure 3: Leahy and Walsh (1976) survey coverage. 
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Figure 4: Leahy and Walsh (1976) recorded sites; note discrepancy in site location of "90" (arrowed red) or 
ÄΜΡоΝΞΤЯШċŰĬШŔƣƚШũŸĦċƣŔŸŰШƓĲƖШ ƖĦőÉŔƣĲШċƚШƚőŸƽŰШŸŰШ[ŔŊƨƖĲШΝШыċĬŢċĦĲŰƣШƣŸШƚŔƣĲШљΥΥњЯШÄΜΡоΝΞΡьЮ 



Archaeological and Historic Heritage Assessment. Motukiekie. Bay of Islands    - Page 15 

Geometria Ltd 

 

Figure 5: Sites recorded on Motukiekie (Rountree 1984). 
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Figure 6: Q05/125 Terrace site sketch. 
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Figure 7аШÄΜΡоΝΞΣШÂĝШƚŔƣĲШƚťĲƣĦőЮ 
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Figure 8: Q05/127 Terraces site sketch. 
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Figure 9аШÄΜΡоΝΞΥШÅŔĬŊĲШÂĝШƚŔƣĲШƚťĲƣĦőЮ 
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6.0 Historic Background  

6.1 Traditional History  

Motukiekie is in the rohe or territory of Ngati Kuta and Patukeha, however Ngare Raumati were the 
original inhabitants of Te Rawhiti and the neighbouring islands. From approximately 1770 to 1826, 
hapu around Kaikohe/Waimate began moving out and extending their influence to Rawhiti. Around 
1770 Ngati Miru and Te Wahineiti were defeated at Te Waimate and Kerikeri. In 1800 Ngare Raumati 
were attacked at Rawhiti by AuőċќƚШƚŸŰШċŰĬШcŸŰŊŔШcŔťċќƚШŉċƣőĲƖЯШÑĲШcŸƣĲƣĲЮШÑőĲШĦőŔĲŉƚШċŰĬШĤƖŸƣőĲƖƚШ
Korokoro and Tui accompanied Hongi Hika and Ruatara to Sydney in 1815, along with Te Nana II. 
One of the primary goals of the journey was to acquire muskets. Their return voyage was captained 
by Captain Thomas Hansen and brought over Rev. Samuel Marsden. In 1826 Ngare Raumati were 
finally defeated at Rawhiti using muskets.  

Patukeha originated from the Ngai Tawake hapu, a major sub-tribe of Ngapuhi originally from 
Waimate North. The name Patukeha is derived from the killing of the ancestor Te Auparo, a high 
chieftainess of the Ngai Tawake tribe, in her keha (turnip) patch at Okuratope, near Waimate North. 
As a tribute to their mother, the chiefs Moka, Rewa and Wharerahi adopted this name Patukeha 
thus commemorating their mother in this new hapu name. After the conquest of Ngare Raumati 
and the confiscation of their lands at Rawhiti in 1826, the three brothers and others who came with 
them as Patukeha, settled at Rawhiti. 

A ~ĝŸƖŔ Land Court hearing in 1905 investigated the traditional ownership of the island. The 
testimony given  by ~ĝŸƖŔ elders in defence of their tribal land claims gives a brief insight into the 
early history of the island. In preу and immediately post- European times, the area from Cape Brett 
to Rawhiti, including the islands in the southeastern part of the Bay, had been occupied by Ngare 
Raumati. Intermittent major conflict between these people and Ngapuhi and Ngati Rehia from the 
western side of the Bay, and some Whangaroa people, ended, apart from minor skirmishing, with 
the destruction of Paroa Pa by Hongi Hika in about 1825.  

These conflicts appear to have commenced late in the 18th Century, and reached major 
proportions by about 1810. By 1815 Nga Puhi supremacy had stabilised the situation, and resulted 
in the tenuous hold on Paroa by the Ngapuhiуrelated Ngare Raumati chief Korokoro. This ended 
about 1825, after his death, as noted above, and by 1830, Te Rawhiti and the islands had been 
occupied by Ngapuhi. All resistance by Ngare Raumati had by then ceased. There is mention of 
several kainga  on Urupukapuka during this period. These appear to be closely associated with 
extensive evidence of cultivations located behind Otiao Bay, Otehei Bay and until fairly recently at 
Urupukapuka Bay. 6.2 Du Fresne Massacre 

It was during the early stages of this conflict in the eastern Bay of Islands that the most well-known 
events to have occurred in the area historically took place, namely the killing of French explorer 
Marion Du Fresne along with 25 of his men at the hands of local ~ĝŸƖŔ on 12 or 13 July 1772. 
Unfortunately due to the later defeat of Ngare Raumati and ascendancy of the new occupiers, key 
details surrounding this event remain opaque.  

Marion du Fresne and his two ships, Mascarin and the Marquis de Castries had reached New 
Zealand in late March 1772, having sailed from Madagascar in October of the preceding year. 
Having swung around the top of the North Island they were battered by storms and on 4 May 
reached the Bay of Islands, intent on undertaking repairs. The ships anchored first south of Okahu 
Island and later off Moturua Island, just to the west of Urupukapuka. 

~ċƖŔŸŰШ?ƨШ[ƖĲƚŰĲШĬĲƚĦƖŔĤĲĬШÖƖƨƓƨťċƓƨťċШċƚШĦŸŰƣċŔŰŔŰŊШљƻŔũũċŊĲƚШŸŉШƣőĲШŰċƣŔƻĲƚШŉŸƖƣŔŉŔĲĬШƽŔƣőШ
ƓċũŔƚċĬĲƚњЮШ ĬĬŔƣŔŸŰċũũǃШƣőĲШÂũċŰШĬƨШÂŸƖƣШ~ċƖŔŸŰЯШċШůċƓШŸŉШƣőĲШŔƚũċŰĬƚШĬƖċƽŰШĤǃШ?ƨШ[ƖĲƚŰĲШċŰĬШőŔƚШ
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crew illustrates the islands and some of these fortified villages. Motukiekie is named Isle de Haute 
or Grand or Magnificent Island, the settlement on the northern end of the island is illustrated (Figure 
10-Figure 11). 

Early land court documents show several unfortified villages from 1800-1835 and it is suggested 
that these were associated with extensive cultivations behind Otiao Bay and Otehei Bay and until 
fairly recently Urupukapuka Bay.  

In the early European period a whaling captain named Brind claimed to have purchased 150 acres 
on Urupukapuka from the Ngapuhi chief Rewa, but the claim was not upheld.  

6.2 Motukiekie and Thomas Bateman 

Motukiekie was purchased by English settler Thomas Bateman, in 1837. The subsequent 
investigation of his claim as part of the post-Treaty of Waitangi Land Claims Commissions in the 
1840s and 1850s is recorded in OLC file No. 58. 

On 29 June 1837, Thomas Bateman and Samuel Stephenson entered into a land transaction with 
William Korokoro for an island called Motukiakia (sic) situated in the Bay of Islands containing 
approximately 100 acres. They paid goods that were later calculated to have a value of £15. 

On 5 November 1841, Bateman testified before the Old Land Claims Commission providing the 
usual details associated with claims. Bateman had resided two years on the Island and had 
expended £250 in building and fencing. Bateman also stated that the land belonged to him entirely 
as Stephenson had signed his share over to him. William Korokoro then testified that he made the 
transaction with Bateman and received the cash and goods for the land. On 3 October 1842, 
Samuel Stephenson appeared before the Old Land Claim Commission and testified to being 
witness to the transaction.  

On 31 March 1843, Commissioners Richmond and Godfrey found in favour of the claim and 
recommended that an award for the 100 acres be issued to Bateman. On 4 April 1843, Shortland 
confirmed the award. On 12 April 1843 the award was gazetted. However, notification in August 
1843 of the disallowance of the 1842 New Zealand Land Claims Ordinance meant that this award 
had to be recalculated under a formula for valuing pre-1840 payments that had been originally 
contained in the 1841 New Zealand Land Claims OrdinaŰĦĲЮШ ƚШċШƖĲƚƨũƣЯШƣőĲШĦũċŔůċŰƣќƚШċƽċƖĬШƽċƚШ
ċůĲŰĬĲĬШċŰĬШċШŰĲƽШċƽċƖĬШƽċƚШŊċǍĲƣƣĲĬШŸŰШΣШÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖШƽőŔĦőШŔŰШ7ċƣĲůċŰќƚШĦċƚĲШċƓƓĲċƖƚШƣŸШőċƻĲШ
been for the same amount of land т 100 acres. The Governor later ordered an award be made to 
Bateman for 100 acres and a Grant was issued on 5 July 1844. 

During the Bell Commission investigation, Bateman did not secure a survey of the island and a new 
grant could not be issued. It was not until mid-1866 that the survey had been completed, showing 
the Island to be 67 acres in size, not 100, and a new grant issued. The survey plan is OLC 353 
(ca.1866, Figure 13) and was prepared by W.G. Clarke. Unfortunately it contains no useful 
historical detail, with only the approximate lines of the main ridges and spurs shown. 

Thomas Bateman (1804-1875) arrived in New Zealand as the Master of the barque Cheviot, a south 
seas whaler, in the early 1830s. Cheviot had been built in Sunderland by Philip Laing in 1827 and 
originally sailed between Sunderland and London, then London and Quebec as a trader before a 
change of ownership to Pirie and Co. The new company lengthened the ship, added a new mast 
and installed Bateman as Master, before he sailed from London-Deptford for the South Seas fishery 
on 7 November 1831. Bateman and the Cheviot reached the Pacific on 30 December 1832 via the 
Gilolo Passage in the Dutch East Indies and was reported at various times in Hobart, Tahiti, and 
Honolulu. 
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While the Cheviot ultimately came to base itself in Hobart, Bateman ended up in the Bay of Islands 
He was involved in numerous pre-Treaty land purchases in the Bay of Islands, including 22 acres at 
Otehei on Urupukapuka, 1500 acres between the Kerikeri River and Te Puna Inlet, and smaller 
properties at Kororareka and Waikare. At Waikare he had also built a house and expended a sum 
of £35 on the holding there. He owned a share of a whaling station in Hawkes Bay and had also 
supposedly purchased 2000 acres at East Cape in 1839, but lost the deed in the wreck of his ship 
Trent in the Coromandel in 1844.  

Along with his New Zealand purchases, he also bought land in Hawaii, at Hanalei on Kauaᾶi, the 
ŸƽŰĲƖƚőŔƓШŸŉШƽőŔĦőШƽċƚШĦŸŰŉŔƖůĲĬШĤǃШƣőĲШŔƚũċŰĬќƚШ]ŸƻĲƖŰŸƖШŔŰШƣőĲШĦŸƨƖƚĲШŸŉШƣőĲШ~ċőĲũĲШũċŰĬШ
distribution of 1848-1850. 

In 1840 he had lost his vessel and ended up in difficult circumstances. He asked Governor Hobson 
for government employment by letter on 19 March 1840 and later that year on 2 September he 
informed the acting Colonial Secretary James Stewart Freeman that he would take up the position 
as Harbour Master in the Bay of Islands. He settled in Kororareka, marrying Elizabeth Bartley (b. 
1820) there in 1842. In 1846 he became the sub-collector of customs and at some point, pilot. In 
1857 he disputed the proposed separation of his roles by the government, and was then deprived 
of the roll of Harbour Master and Pilot. 

6.3 Subsequent Transactions  

Thomas Bateman died at Ruku Ruku on the island of Ovalau, Fiji on 2 September 1874. He was 69. 
Deeds Register 1E County of Bedford: Folio 164 (Figure 14) shows the various transactions over 
Motukiekie, from the Crown Grant to Bateman on 1 July 1866, the exemplification of the island 
registered 4 February 1875 on following his death intestate in Fiji, and conveyance of the island 
from the executors of the estate to a Mr Bentley to Mr Harris on 14 October 1881, and from Harris 
to Richard Taylor on 2 March 1882. The island was then transferred from the Deeds system to Land 
Title system under the Land Act of 1877. 

Examination of the Deed instruments show that Motukiekie and Batemanќs 128 acre property on 
the north side of the peninsula between Russell and Tapeka Point were part of the same Crown 
Grant to Bateman, and were subsequently conveyed after his death via the Deeds system, and 
titled together. 

In June 1893 Richard Taylor had both parcels surveyed, the island shown on DP 1168 (1893, Figure 
15) and the mainland property on DP 1167 (1893). DP 1168 shows the island as being named 
љÅŸťĲњЯШƽőŔĦőШƽċƚШƚƨĤƚĲƕƨĲŰƣũǃШƚƣƖƨĦťШout in favour of Motukiekie. On 28 October 1893, both the 
island ċŰĬШƣőĲШůċŔŰũċŰĬШƓċƖĦĲũШċƣШÑċƓĲťċШťŰŸƽŰШċƚШљ7ċƣĲůċŰќƚШ]ƖċŰƣњ were sold to John 
Sutherland, settler of Russell. The Certificate of Title shows the name of the island being amended 
from љMotukiakiaњ (as it had been known and written from the 1830s) to љMotukiekieњ (Figure 16). 

In early August 1930, Motukiekie or Roke Island as it had become known over the intervening years, 
was advertised for sale as part of the deceased estate of John Sutherland. It was described as being 
in grass and scrub, fringed by beautiful pohutakawa and handy to the game fishing grounds (Figure 
Auckland Star, 2 August 1930, Figure 20). The property was sold at auction on 8 August for £150 
within a week of being advertised (Auckland Star, 9 August 1930). 

The island was purchased by Charles Frederick Baker (Figure 21), storekeeper of Russell. Baker 
őċĬШƓƨƖĦőċƚĲĬШůŸƚƣШŸŉШÖƖƨƓƨťċƓƨťċШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШ~ĝŸƖŔШƚőċƖĲőŸũĬĲƖƚШŔŰШƣőĲШƓƖĲĦĲĬŔŰŊШǃĲċƖƚШċŰĬШőċĬШ
established a sheep farm on the island, repeatedly burning off the scrub and rank grass to 
established pasture and leaving only minor pockets of manuka behind. He also facilitated the sport 
ŉŔƚőŔŰŊШŸƓĲƖċƣŔŸŰШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШŔƚũċŰĬЯШŉŸũũŸƽŔŰŊШüċŰĲШ]ƖĲǃќƚШΝΦΞΤШƻŔƚŔƣЮШThe Crown would go on to 
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acquire Urupukapuka Island in 1970, and it was subsequently included in the Bay of Islands 
Maritime and Historic Park in 1979. 

Charles Baker died on 8 December 1944 at the age of 78 (Northern Advocate, 9  December 1944). 
His obituary stated his first job was at the Russell Post Office, after which he had moved to 
Auckland and established a small store. He sold that business and returned to Russell, becoming 
the local agent for the Northern Steamship Company, and took over the store and bakery of his 
father-in-law, Mr Phipps. He took over Andersonќs premises in 1917, established his two sons in 
the business, and then retired to Orupuka (sic; Urupukapuka) Island to farm. He had been injured 
by a fire and had only just recovered at the time of his death. Six months earlier he had donated the 
land in Russell for the Centennial Memorial Hall (Northern Advocate, 12 December 1944). 
Motukiekie was transferred to Charles the Younger and his brother William in 1946. William died 
around 1955 and the island passed over to the Gardiner family in 1958 or 1959, and then to several 
generations of the Sewell family of Coromandel and Clevedon from 1986. 

The earliest photographs dating from 1951 (Figure 22) and 1971 (Figure 23) do not show much in 
the way of visible archaeological or other historic heritage features. The ditch and larger terraces 
ŸŉШőĲċĬũċŰĬШƓĝШÄΜΡоΝΞΣШċƖĲШƻŔƚŔĤũĲШŔŰШ1951, as are the summit platform and upper terrace of 
ÄΜΡоΝΞΥШƣőĲШƖŔĬŊĲШƓĝШŸŰШƣőĲШƚŸƨƣőĲċƚƣШőŔŊőШƓŸŔŰƣЮШÑőĲШƖĲƚƣШŸŉШƣőĲШŔƚũċŰĬШŔƚШŔŰШŊƖċƚƚЯШċƓċƖƣШŉƖŸůШċШ
coastal fringe of trees, mostly pohutakawa. The 1971 ċĲƖŔċũШƚőŸƽƚШƣőĲШőĲċĬũċŰĬШƓĝШƖĲƻĲŊĲƣċƣĲĬЯШ
ĤƨƣШƣőĲШƨƓƓĲƖШŉĲċƣƨƖĲƚШŸŉШƣőĲШƖŔĬŊĲШƓĝШċƖĲШƚƣŔũũШƻŔƚŔĤũĲЮШ ШƚůċũũШƚƣƖƨĦƣƨƖĲШŔƚШƻŔƚŔĤũĲШċƣШKiekie Bay and 
several stands of pines in straight rows have been established. 

In the meantime in 1976, in advance of the establishment of the Bay of Islands Maritime and 
Historic Park, the Crown registered a caveat over the island, and then entered into a 21 year lease. 
The island was gazetted as a recreation reserve under the Reserves Act 1977 on 7 June 1979 (New 
Zealand Gazette No. 49, 7 June 1979: 1758-1759) in the same notice of the establishment of the 
Park Board and gazettal of the other Crown-owned islands and mainland reserves. The owners 
maintained a presence at Motuiekie Bay while the track system was available to the public. In 2000 
the lease ended, and the reserve status was lifted, and the Lockwood family purchased the island. 

The somewhat unusual arrangement of a lease of private land to the Crown and temporary 
reservation of the leased land for recreational purposes in order to create a ћseamlessќ new 
national park which was dissolved after just over a decade of operation, appears to have lead to 
the zoning situation the Lockwood Family now wish to rectify.  

It seems likely that this zoning originated with the earlier Bay of Islands County Plan under the old 
Town and Country Planning Act 1977, and was placed over the island as a result of its inclusion in 
the Maritime and Historic Park. An article from the Northern News in late 1977 (Figure 24) talks 
about plans for the park and notes the island had an existing recreational lease but was not zoned 
at that time. 
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Figure 10: The earliest chart showing MotukiekieЯШŸƖШћŔƚũĲШőċƨƣĲќ. Âx  Ш?ÖШÂ§ÅÑШ~ Åf§ ЮќШ(Unsigned. Phillips Library, 
Peabody Museum ref.: M5469.) 

 

Figure 11: Detail showing settlement on Motukiekie (arrowed red). 
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Figure 12: Detail from New Zealand, (North Isle). Bay of Islands / from surveys made in La Coquille, M. Dupperey 
Commandant 1824 and L'Astrolabe, M. Laplace Commandant 1830.1.2. ; J. & C. Walker sculpt. National Library of 
Australia ref.: MAP RM 467. 
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Figure 13: Motukiakia (sic). The Bay of Islands. Property of Captn. Thomas Bateman. W. G. Clarke, Surveyor. OLC 353 
(ca.1866; Archives New Zealand ref. R22923242). 
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Figure 14: Deeds Register 1E County of Bedford: Folio 164 Motukiakia (sic). 
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Figure 15: DP 1168 (1893). 
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Figure 16: CT NA 68/77. 
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Figure 17: An Ancient Home of the North Auckland ~ĝŸƖŔ: The old Pah at Motukiekie, Rawhiti. Bay of Islands. H. 
Winkelmann. Auckland Weekly News, 2 March 1911 (Auckland Public Library ref.: AWNS-19110302-07-04). 

 

Figure 18: Unpublished, unattributed and incorrectly dated print of the same scene (Alexander Turnbull Library ref.: 
PAColl-6348-35). 
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Figure 19: Sidney Thorne George on the beach at Motukiekie Island, with Henry Winkelmann's motor launch Tawaki 
moored in the bay and the old Pa on the headland. Henry Winkelmann ca.1911 (Auckland Public Library ref.: 1227-54-
01).  

 

Figure 20: Auction of the estate of John Sutherland, including Motukiekie, in 1930 (Auckland Star, 2 August 1930). 


























































