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In 2023 the Act was amended to allow ‘any person’ or a ‘group or organisation’ to object to a licence.  
 
This has created a situation where individuals, or groups, have opposed applications for premises 
situated outside of their sphere of activity. 
 
Once an objection is received the matter should be referred to the Chairperson of the Committee either 
as part of the inspector’s report on the application, or in a separate report dealing only with the grounds 
of the objection. 
 
Objections must still only relate to matters contained in Section 105 of the Act.  
 
As a general rule the Committee will ask itself will the objector be affected in some way by the 
operation of the proposed premises.  They may live, or work, or visit the area on a regular basis.  
 
The DLC will determine whether the objection addresses the matters contained in section 105 or 
whether it is vexatious and should be struck out.   
 
All objections must be signed by the named objector and personal contact details provided. 
 
N.B.  
THERE IS A BILL BEFORE PARLIAMENT NOW THAT MAY ALTER THE STATUS OF PUBLIC OBJECTORS 
AND THEIR OBJECTIONS 
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Disclaimer: The information in this practice and guidance note is, according to Council’s best efforts, accurate at the time of publication. 
Council makes every reasonable effort to keep it current and accurate. However, users of the practice notes are advised that: 

• the information provided does not alter the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012 (‘the Act’) or other laws of New Zealand and 
other official guidelines and requirements; 

• this document sets out  general  principles  which  may  be  used  as  guidance  for  matters  relating  to  the interpretation and 
application of "the Act" and other statutory instruments; it is not intended to interfere with, or fetter, the professional views and 
opinions of council officers when they are performing  any  function  or  exercising  any power under "the Act". Each consent 
application will be considered on a case-by-case basis and on its own merits; 

• Users should take specific advice fr om qualified professional people before undertaking any action as a result of information 
obtained in this practice note; 

• Council does not accept any responsibility or liability whatsoever whether in contract, tort, equity or otherwise for any action 
taken as a result of reading or reliance placed on Council because of having read any part, or all, of the information in this 
practice note or for any error, or inadequacy, deficiency, flaw in or  omission  from  the information provided in this publication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DLC Practice Note 6_v2026 


	Disclaimer: The information in this practice and guidance note is, according to Council’s best efforts, accurate at the time of publication. Council makes every reasonable effort to keep it current and accurate. However, users of the practice notes ar...
	DLC Practice Note 6_v2026

