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Top Energy – Hearing 12 – Corporate Evidence – Taryn Collins 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 My full name is Taryn Collins. I am a Property Adviser with Top Energy 

Networks, an Electricity Provider in the Far North Region. I am based 

in the Kerikeri office, and I have worked at Top Energy Limited (Top 

Energy) for almost thirteen years. 

2 SCOPE OF EVIDENCE  

2.1 My evidence addresses the submission (#483) and further submission 

(#FS369) by Top Energy on the PDP, as relevant to Hearing Stream 12. 

2.2 This written statement of evidence follows my verbal evidence 

presented at Hearing 12 in relation to the protocols Top Energy 

undertake to protect heritage and cultural values within sensitive 

environments.   

3 Protocols undertaken by Top Energy 

3.1 Top Energy are aware that we operate in an area that is both culturally 

and historically significant to New Zealand. 

3.2 We are fortunate to have developed overtime a great relationship with 

Heritage New Zealand and have direct contact with both Bill Edwards 

(Area Manager Northland) and James Robinson (Regional 

Archaeologist). 

3.3 We have also installed internal processes for our staff, which include. 

(a) Running a bi-annual presentation with both our Southern and 

Northern Contracting teams on “How to deal with Historical 

Sites”. 

(b) Reminding our Managers and Supervisors of the potential 

consequences of breaching the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere 

Taonga Act 2014 and the possible conviction amounts that the 

company or they themselves could be fined. 

(c) For any new or replacement works, engaging our 

Archaeologist’s, Leigh Johnson and Elisabeth Callaghan of 
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Northern Archaeological Research Ltd to review the proposed 

plan of works and advise whether an Authority to Modify 

Application is required or whether the works can proceed under 

the Accidental Discovery Protocol. 

(d) Where an Authority to Modify Application is required, we then 

work with our Archaeologists, local Hapu/Iwi, Heritage New 

Zealand, and any affected landowners to discuss the planned 

works and complete the application. 

(e) In terms of Emergency Works, Section 23 and Section 23C of 

the Electricity Act 1992 applies, whereby “entry upon the land is 

necessary in circumstances of probable danger to life or 

property...”. In these circumstances, our team undertake the 

following processes: 

i. Take lots of photos. 

ii. Record the reason of the emergency works. 

iii. Record the address of where the works have taken place. 

iv. Record the date and time of the works and completion. 

v. Send all information to our Property team who then in turn, 

notify Heritage New Zealand. 

3.4 Recent approved Authority to Modify Applications obtained include: 

(a) Tauranga Bay Pole Replacement (28 November 2019) 

(b) Paroa Bay Pole Replacement (16 March 2020) 

(c) Bayly Road Pole Replacement (15 December 2023) 
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