Te Kaunihera Office Use Only
oTe Hikuoielku Application Number:
l ‘ Far North District Council

Application for resource consent

or fast-track resource consent
O R R R RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRDDRR

(Or Associated Consent Pursuant to the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA)) (If applying
for a Resource Consent pursuant to Section 87AAC or 88 of the RMA, this form can be used to
satisfy the requirements of Form 9). Prior to, and during, completion of this application form,
please refer to Resource Consent Guidance Notes and Schedule of Fees and Charges —

both available on the Council's web page.

1. Pre-Lodgement Meeting

Have you met with a council Resource Consent representative to discuss this application prior to lodgement?

(OYes @ No

If yes, who have you spoken with?

2. Type of consent being applied for

(more than one circle can be ticked):

@ Land Use O Discharge
O Fast Track Land Use* O Change of Consent Notice (s.221(3))
O Subdivision O Extension of time (s.125)

O Consent under National Environmental Standard
(e.g. Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil)

(O other (please specify)

*The fast track is for simple land use consents and is restricted to consents with a controlled activity status.

3. Would you like to opt out of the fast track process?

OYes O No

4. Consultation

Have you consulted with Iwi/Hapa? @ Yes O No

If yes, which groups have

you consulted with? Te Rarawa

Who else have you
consulted with?

For any questions or information regarding iwi/hapa consultation, please contact Te Hono at Far North

District Council, tehonosupport@fndc.govt.nz
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https://www.fndc.govt.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/6487/Resource-consent-application-form.pdf
https://www.fndc.govt.nz/Services/resource-consents/Applying-for-a-resource-consent
https://www.fndc.govt.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/3537/fees-and-charges.pdf

8. Application site details

Location and/or property street address of the proposed activity:

Name/s: | Raetea Forest, Northland
Site address/ Raetea Forest, on land legally described as Part Kauriputete 1 Block and Part Takahue 2.
location:

Site co-ordinates: -35.21606, 173.41803

Postcode
Legal description: | As above Val Number: N/A |
Certificate of title: | N/A - there is no ROT as land is in Ecological Area under s61 of the Conservation Act 1987 |

Please remember to attach a copy of your Certificate of Title to the application, along with relevant consent
notices and/or easements and encumbrances (search copy must be less than 6 months old)

Site visit requirements:
Is there a locked gate or security system restricting access by Council staff? O Yes @ No
Is there a dog on the property? O Yes @ No

Please provide details of any other entry restrictions that Council staff should be aware of, e.g. health and safety,
caretaker’s details. This is important to avoid a wasted trip and having to re-arrange a second visit.

Helicopter access only - contact agent to organise site visit if required.

9. Description of the proposal

Please enter a brief description of the proposal here. Please refer to Chapter 4 of the District Plan, and Guidance
Notes, for further details of information requirements.

Establish, operate, and maintain a communications facility, including a 15m high monopole with 2 dipole arrays, a MW

dish, cabinets housed in a shelter, solar arrays, back up generator housed in a shelter. Ancillary vegetation removal and

earthworks are required. Refer to AEE for further detail.

If this is an application for a Change or Cancellation of Consent Notice conditions (s.221(3)), please quote relevant
existing Resource Consents and Consent Notice identifiers and provide details of the change(s), with reasons for
requesting them.

10. Would you like to request public notification?

OYes @ No

11. Other consent required/being applied for under different legislation

(more than one circle can be ticked):

O Building Consent | |
(O Regional Council Consent (ref # if known) | |

(O National Environmental Standard Consent | |
O Other (please specify) |
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12. National Environmental Standard for Assessing and Managing Contaminants
in Soil to Protect Human Health:

The site and proposal may be subject to the above NES. In order to determine whether regard needs to be had to
the NES please answer the following:

Is the piece of land currently being used or has it historically ever been used for an activity or industry on the
Hazardous Industries and Activities List (HAIL)? O Yes No O Don’t know

Is the proposed activity an activity covered by the NES? Please tick if any of the following apply to your
proposal, as the NESCS may apply as a result? OYes @ No O Don’t know

O Subdividing land O Disturbing, removing or sampling soil
O Changing the use of a piece of land O Removing or replacing a fuel storage system

13. Assessment of environmental effects:

Every application for resource consent must be accompanied by an Assessment of Environmental Effects (AEE). This is

a requirement of Schedule 4 of the Resource Management Act 1991 and an application can be rejected if an adequate
AEE is not provided. The information in an AEE must be specified in sufficient detail to satisfy the purpose for which it is
required. Your AEE may include additional information such as written approvals from adjoining property owners, or
doffected parties.

Your AEE is attached to this application @ Yes

14. Draft conditions:

Do you wish to see the draft conditions prior to the release of the resource consent decision? @Yes O No

If yes, please be advised that the timeframe will be suspended for 5 working days as per s107G of the RMA to
enable consideration for the draft conditions.

15. Billing Details:

This identifies the person or entity that will be responsible for paying any invoices or receiving any refunds
associated with processing this resource consent. Please also refer to Council's Fees and Charges Schedule.

Name/s: (please write in full) | Tait Systems NZ Limited c/o SLR Consulting New Zealand

|
Email: A
Phone number: |

Postal address:

(or alternative method of
service under section 352 E—
of the act) -

Fees Information

An instalment fee for processing this application is payable at the time of lodgement and must accompany your
application in order for it to be lodged. Please note that if the instalment fee is insufficient to cover the actual and
reasonable costs of work undertaken to process the application you will be required to pay any additional costs. Invoiced
amounts are payable by the 20th of the month following invoice date. You may also be required to make additional
payments if your application requires notification.
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15. Billing details continued...

Declaration concerning Payment of Fees

I/'we understand that the Council may charge me/us for all costs actually and reasonably incurred in processing this
application. Subject to my/our rights under Sections 357B and 358 of the RMA, to object to any costs, I/we undertake to
pay all and future processing costs incurred by the Council. Without limiting the Far North District Council's legal rights
if any steps (including the use of debt collection agencies) are necessary to recover unpaid processing costs |/we agree
to pay all costs of recovering those processing costs. If this application is made on behalf of a trust (private or family), a
society (incorporated or unincorporated) or a company in signing this application I/we are binding the trust, society or
company to pay all the above costs and guaranteeing to pay all the above costs in my/our personal capacity.

Name: (please write in full) Jessica Andrews

Signature:

| [Date 25-Feb-2026 |

(signature of bill payer)

16. Important Information:

MANDATORY

Note to applicant

You must include all information required by this form.
The information must be specified in sufficient detail to
satisfy the purpose for which it is required.

You may apply for 2 or more resource consents that are
needed for the same activity on the same form.

You must pay the charge payable to the consent
authority for the resource consent application under
the Resource Management Act 1991.

Fast-track application

Under the fast-track resource consent process, notice
of the decision must be given within 10 working days
after the date the application was first lodged with the
authority, unless the applicant opts out of that process
at the time of lodgement.

17. Declaration

A fast-track application may cease to be a fast-track
application under section 87AAC(2) of the RMA.

Privacy Information:

Once this application is lodged with the Council it
becomes public information. Please advise Council

if there is sensitive information in the proposal. The
information you have provided on this form is required
so that your application for consent pursuant to the
Resource Management Act 1991 can be processed
under that Act. The information will be stored on

a public register and held by the Far North District
Council. The details of your application may also be
made available to the public on the Council's website,
www.fndc.govt.nz. These details are collected to
inform the general public and community groups
about all consents which have been issued through
the Far North District Council.

The information | have supplied with this application is true and complete to the best of my knowledge.

Name (please write in full) Jessica Andrews

Signature

| | Date 24-Feb-2026 |

A signature is not required if the application is made by electronic means

See overleaf for a checklist of your information...

Form 9 Application for resource consent or fast-track resource consent
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Checklist

Please tick if information is provided

O Payment (cheques payable to Far North District Council)

O A current Certificate of Title (Search Copy not more than 6 months old)
@ Details of your consultation with Iwi and hapa

O Copies of any listed encumbrances, easements and/or consent notices relevant to the application
@ Applicant / Agent / Property Owner / Bill Payer details provided

@ Location of property and description of proposal

@ Assessment of Environmental Effects

O Written Approvals / correspondence from consulted parties

@ Reports from technical experts (if required)

O Copies of other relevant consents associated with this application

@ Location and Site plans (land use) AND/OR

O Location and Scheme Plan (subdivision)

O Elevations / Floor plans

O Topographical / contour plans

Please refer to Chapter 4 of the District Plan for details of the information that must be provided with an
application. Please also refer to the RC Checklist available on the Council's website. This contains more helpful
hints as to what information needs to be shown on plans.

Form 9 Application for resource consent or fast-track resource consent 6
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Basis of Report

This report has been prepared by SLR Consulting New Zealand (SLR) with all reasonable
skill, care and diligence, and taking account of the timescale and resources allocated to it by
agreement with Tait Systems NZ Limited (the Client). Information reported herein is based
on the interpretation of data collected, which has been accepted in good faith as being

accurate and valid.

This report is for the exclusive use of the Client. No warranties or guarantees are expressed
or should be inferred by any third parties. This report may not be relied upon by other parties

without written consent from SLR.

SLR disclaims any responsibility to the Client and others in respect of any matters outside

the agreed scope of the work.
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Application details

Consent authority:

Far North District Council

Applicant:

Tait Systems NZ Limited

Address for service:

SLR Consulting New Zealand

20 Victoria Street West

Auckland Central 1010

Attention: Jessica Andrews

Email: Jessica.Andrews@slrconsulting.com
Phone: 027-666-2881

Address for fees:

Tait Kordia JV Co Limited
C/- SLR Consulting
As above

Site:

Raetea Forest (Coordinates: -35.21606,
173.41803)

Legal description:

Part Kauriputete 1 Block and Part Takahue 2
Block

Owner: Crown (Administered by the Department of
Conservation)

Site area: 204 ha

Plan: Far North Operative District Plan

Zone: Conservation Zone

Overlays: Outstanding Landscape: Maungataniwha Range

Proposed plan:

Far North Proposed District Plan — Notified
Version

Proposed Zoning:

Natural Open Space Zone

Proposed overlays:

Outstanding Natural Landscape Overlay:
Maungataniwha Range (Ref: 32)

Proposed other notations:

Treaty Settlement Area of Interest: Te Rarawa

Brief description of the proposed activity:

Establish, operate, and maintain a
communications facility, including a 15m
monopole with two VHF dipole arrays, microwave
dish antenna, cabinets housed within a shelter,
solar arrays, and one backup generator within a
shelter. Ancillary vegetation removal and
earthworks are required to establish the facility.

Resource consent(s) required:

National Environmental Standards for
Telecommunication Facilities (NESTF)

Nil — the proposal is a permitted activity under the
NESTF.

Far North Operative District Plan (ODP)

The proposed facility (mast and antennas),
generator shelter, equipment shelter, solar arrays
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and associated vegetation removal within an
Outstanding Landscape is a discretionary activity.
Far North Proposed District Plan — Notified
Version (PDP)

The proposed indigenous vegetation removal
within a Significant Natural Area is a discretionary
activity as it exceeds the permitted maximum area.

Status of the proposed activity: Discretionary activity

Figure 1: Locality plan of the site (Source: Grip Maps).

~ A

Proposed facility location

Existing Police facility
& helicopter access
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1.0 Information requirements

This resource consent application has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of
Schedule 4 of the Resource Management Act 1991 (the Act or the RMA). It provides the
information necessary for a full understanding of the proposal, any actual and potential
effects that the activity may have on the environment and is in such detail that corresponds
with the scale and significance of the activity.

2.0 Background

In August 2022, Tait Kordia JV Co Ltd now known as Tait Systems NZ Ltd (“Tait”) was
selected by the government to build and manage the Land Mobile Radio network for first
responders. The project is Government funded, with that funding being overseen by Next
Generation Critical Communications (NGCC). NGCC, is the government’s leading advisor on
critical communications for public safety in New Zealand. More information regarding the
rollout is available here: https://www.ngcc.govt.nz/

The Land Mobile Radio network (LMR) will provide frontline emergency responders with an
encrypted, secure digital mobile radio network built with sufficient resilience to enable critical
communications even in the event of a significant natural disaster. It will make it easier for
them to communicate and collaborate with each other at accident or health event sites.

Tait Systems NZ Limited is a network operator in accordance with the Telecommunications
Act 2001". Therefore, the applicant is able to utilise the regulations of the Resource
Management (National Environmental Standards for Telecommunication Facilities)
Regulations 2016.

3.0 Proposal

Tait Systems NZ Ltd (“Tait”) is seeking to establish, operate, and maintain a communication
facility on the land legally described as Part Kauriputete 1 Block and Part Takahue 2 Block,
and forming part of the Raetea Forest Conservation Park, Northland. The proposed
communications facility will provide critical emergency services coverage to the immediate
and wider surrounding area, including along State Highway 1 (Mangamuka Gorge) and
along recreational hiking tracks. The exact location of the facility is at coordinates -35.21606,
173.41803, illustrated in Figure 1 above.

3.1 To establish, operate and maintain a new communications
facility

The proposal involves the establishment of a new facility which comprises the following key
elements:

¢ Installation of a 15m high galvanised pole with attached 1.24m high lightning pole as
shown below in Figure 2 below.

¢ Installation of two dipole arrays attached to the pole at heights of 12.75m to 14.75m;

¢ Installation of one microwave dish antenna measuring 0.9m in diameter at a height of
approximately 10m;

' Gazette Notice of 19 April 2023

1 5
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Installation of equipment which is located inside a new shelter with a footprint of
4.351m (I) x 1.605m (w) and a maximum height of 2.47m (excluding the concrete
slab) as shown in Figure 3 below. The equipment shelter will be painted Sandstone
Grey, a recessive colour with a light reflectance value of 27%;

Installation of an emergency generator which will be located in a new shelter with a
footprint of 2.294m (1) x 2.005m (w) and a maximum height of 2.47m (excluding the
concrete slab) as shown in Figure 4. The generator shelter will be painted Sandstone
Grey to match the cabinet shelter;

Power to the facility will be via two new solar arrays with footprints of 6.174m (I) x
1.092m (w), as shown in Figure 5 below. The solar arrays will have a maximum
height of 2.601m.

Earthworks, estimated to be an approximate volume of 115m? over an area of 250m?
is required to establish the proposed concrete foundations, underground cabling,
shelter buildings, and solar arrays. No earthworks are required to access the site, as
site access will be via helicopter; and

Vegetation removal, over an approximate area of 250m?, comprising of:

o A 61.6m? area to enable the construction of the mast and their foundations,
cabinet shelter and generator shelter.

o A 187m? area to enable the establishment of the solar arrays and sunlight
protection.

e Approximately 53.8m? of the vegetation removal associated with the solar
array structures and a 1m buffer will be permanent clearance.

e Approximately 133.2m? of the vegetation clearance for sunlight protection will
be temporary in nature and allowed to naturally regenerate to a maximum
height of 1m.

The overall area that the facility will occupy a total area of 250m?2.

Detailed plans of the proposal can be found in Appendix A.

An Ecological Impact Assessment (EIA) prepared by SLR Consulting is attached in
Appendix D. It addresses the actual and potential ecological impacts of the proposed works
and vegetation removal, and which recommends the following mitigation measures:

Avoid the tree fern which has the Raukawa (chronically threatened) growing on it.
Transplanting plants which cannot be avoided.

Managing the regenerating area north of the solar arrays (sunlight protection area) to
ensure that regenerating vegetation is native and healthy. Regenerating vegetation
will be maintained to a height of 1m.

Clean and disinfect all machinery and equipment including personal PPE to avoid
spread of pest plants and disease.

Management of invertebrates and lizards during construction, through the
preparation and implementation of a management plan and ensuring that appropriate
DOC permits are obtained.

If construction works occur during nesting season, undertaking nesting checks of
vegetation immediately prior to vegetation clearance to ensure that native bird nests

: e
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are not disturbed from construction works. If a bird nest is identified, works within the
area must not occur until the birds are vacated the nest to avoid impacts on birds.

¢ Implementation of bat root protocols immediately prior to vegetation clearance to
ensure that no bat roosts will be impacts by the proposed works. If potential bat
roosts are identified, vegetation removal protocols will be implemented to avoid
impacts on potentially roosting bats.

The above mitigation measures are adopted by the applicant and form part of the proposal.

A radiofrequency assessment prepared by Kordia’s Broadcast Network Architect is attached
as Appendix E. It addresses the cumulative effects of radio emissions to demonstrate
compliance with regulation 55 of the Resource Management (National Environmental
Standards for Telecommunication Facilities) Regulations 2016 (NESTF) and the New
Zealand Radiofrequency Standard NZS 2772.1:1999.

A concession will be obtained from the Department of Conservation for the use and

occupation of the land.

Figure 2: Proposed Site Layout and Pole Elevation
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Figure 3: Proposed Cabinet Shelter Floor Plan and Elevation
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Figure 4: Proposed Generator Shelter Floor Plan and Elevation
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Figure 5: Proposed Solar Array Elevations

2801 mm

1082 mm

3.2 Engagement

3.21 Mana Whenua

The proposed facility is located within an area of interest to Te Rarawa. Tait have contacted
Te Rarawa to advise of the proposal and provide the opportunity for discussion around the
proposal should mana whenua have any questions or concerns. A copy of the mana whenua
engagement is provided in Appendix F. At the time of writing this application, no response
from Mana Whenua has been received. If a response is received during the processing of
the application this will be provided to Council.

3.2.2 Department of Conservation

The proposal is to install a communications facility for emergency services use on

conservation land managed by the Department of Conservation (DOC). Tait will shortly be

applying to DOC for a concession to enable the facility to be established in this location.

Furthermore, Tait’s ecologists will be engaging with DOC to obtain the necessary permits to

interact with native wildlife during the proposed works.

3.3 Permitted activities that form part of the proposal

A detailed rules assessment is provided in Appendix B and C, and the permitted activities

that form part of the proposal are summarised below:

3.31 National Environmental Standards for Telecommunication Facilities
e The radiofrequency field emissions from the proposed antennas will comply with the

permitted standards in regulation 55 of the NESTF.
3.3.2 Far North Operative District Plan

e The proposed earthworks are a permitted activity under rules 12.1.6.1.4 and
17.2.6.1.1 of the ODP.

e The underground electricity cabling is a permitted activity in the Outstanding
Landscape under Rule 12.1.6.1.6 of the ODP.

5 e
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o Noise generated by the equipment and generator shelters will be within the permitted
limits under Rule 9.7.5.1.8 of the ODP.

3.3.3 Far North Proposed District Plan — Notified Version

o The proposed earthworks and discovery of suspected sensitive material (should this
occur) will be a permitted activity under Rule EW-R12 of the PDP as the accidental
discovery protocols will be adhered to.

e The proposed earthworks and associated use of sediment and erosion controls are a
permitted activity under Rule EW-R13 of the PDP.

3.4 Any other activities that are part of the proposal

Clause 2(1)(d) of Schedule 4 of the Act requires the Applicant to identify other activities that
are part of their proposal. This is intended to capture activities which need permission or
licensing outside of the Act, for example, activities under the Building Act 2004 or the
Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996.

A concession and wildlife permits will be obtained from DOC prior to works commencing.

4.0 Functional and Operational Requirements

The proposed facility and wider network rollout will provide emergency services with a
secure and resilient digital radio network which needs to function in remote locations.

The 15m-tall monopole is necessary to ensure adequate coverage as well as linking to other
facilities, taking into account the topography of the surrounding landscape and compliance
with radiofrequency levels. The facility has been designed to be as unobtrusive as possible
within an unmodified environment by keeping the pole and accessory structure heights as
low as possible, utilising a relatively flat area of land to prevent landform modification, and
utilising recessive colours to limit reflectivity and overall visibility of structures.

A shelter is required, rather than outdoor cabinets and generator, to protect the equipment
from high exposure to extreme weather at this elevation.

Given the isolated location of the facility, it must also generate its own power. The proposed
power solution includes two solar arrays with backup generators that provide intermittent
additional power during periods when the solar panels cannot maintain consistent operation.
The solar arrays will be oriented north to optimize energy generation throughout the year, by
maximising exposure to sunlight.

Power connections between the solar arrays and pole, cabinets and generators will be
provided via an underground cable to minimise the impact of this necessary infrastructure.

The layout, design and operation of the site has been carefully considered in order to ensure
that the effects on landscape, ecological and recreational values would not be inappropriate
(as assessed in the following section) while providing for the functional and operational
requirements of the facility.

4.1 Alternatives considered

The proposal is not one that will generate more than minor adverse environmental effects
(refer to Section 8 below), so alterative locations and options do not need to be provided in
accordance with the information requirements stipulated in Schedule 4 of the Act.

: e
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The facility is necessary to provide emergency services coverage through the Raetea
Forest, State Highway 1, other public roads, recreation users, and well as those working and
living in the surrounding area. The ability for the Tait equipment to be collocated on the
nearby Police mast was investigated but ruled out due to the existing pole being overloaded
and unsuitable for the Tait equipment. Furthermore, there is insufficient space in the cleared
areas within or adjacent to the helicopter landing area to safely establish the proposed
equipment without constraining the use of this area by helicopters.

5.0 Site and surrounding environment

5.1 Site

The proposed facility will be established within Part Kauriputete 1 Block and Part Takahue 2
Block (coordinates -35.21606, 173.41803). The site location is at the summit of the
Mangamuka Tramping Track within the Raetea Forest Conservation Park, approximately
90m north of the Police Radio Station at the Raetea Summit and approximately 4.5km south-
west of the Maungamuka Gorge section of State Highway 1. The Raetea Forest forms part
of the wider Maungataniwha Range. The indicative site layout is shown in Figure 6 below.

Figure 6: Aerial image identifying indicative site layout (source: SLR)

Proposed solar arrays

7
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Proposed mast and shelters

\ Helicopter landing area

\ Police facility, solar arrays and
equipment shelter

511 Site Characteristics and Ecology

In terms of the site and its immediate locality, with the exception of the existing Police
infrastructure, helicopter landing area and Mangamuka Tramping Track, the site comprises
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of dense established native bush. The EIA in Appendix D provides the following description
of the ecological context and proposed facility location:

The project site is located within the Maungataniwha Ecological District and the wider
Northland Ecological Region (Brook, 1996). The Maungataniwha Ecological District
(ED) covers approximately 101,900 ha and comprises a high number of fragmented
remnants of indigenous forest and shrubland. The ED also contains a large tract of
lowland forest on steep hill country that has strong connectivity between areas of
indigenous vegetation. The Maungataniwha ED is considered to have significant
remnants of kauri (Agathis australis, At Risk - Declining) (de Lange et al., 2003)
forest, although these are now being affected by the pathogen Phytophthora
agathidicida (kauri dieback disease).

The project site is located on a ridgeline within Raetea Forest, a Department of
Conservation managed forest tract encompassing approximately 7,793 ha of
indigenous vegetation. The forest is characterised by predominantly hardwood
communities, with minor kauri components, and is adjoined by reserves supporting
kahikatea - rimu lowland forest. The project site proposed is located at approximately
-36.2167°S, 173.4180°E (WGS 84) approximately 700 metres above sea level. The
site is located along the existing Mangamuka Summit walking track which forms a
part of the Te Araroa Trail, a long-distance trail that spans the length of New
Zealand.

Additional commentary and imagery of the vegetation found on site is provided within the
EIA in Appendix D.

There are no archaeological sites within the vicinity of the site. The site is not a known HAIL
site, therefore it is not considered to be a piece of land subject to the Resource Management
(National Environmental Standards for Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health)
Regulations 2011.

The site comprises LUC Class 7 land, therefore it is not considered to have productive
capacity under the National Policy Statement for Highly Productive Land.

5.1.2 Zoning and overlays

The site is within the Conservation Zone and subject to the Outstanding Landscape (ONL)
Overlay under the Far North Operative District Plan (ODP).

The site is within the Natural Open Space Zone and subject to the Outstanding Natural
Landscape (ONL) Overlay under the Far North Proposed District Plan — Notified Version
(PDP). The site is also situated within a Treaty Settlement Area of Interest to Te Rarawa.

The ONL Overlay notations under the ODP and PDP relate to the site’s location within the
Maungataniwha Range which encompasses the Raetea Forest and Mangamuka Scenic
Reserve to further east.

Schedule 5 of the PDP describes the Maungataniwha Range as:

A bold belt of bush-clad, elevation land that runs across central upper Northland,
spanning from the upper Hokianga to immediately inland of Whangaroa Harbour. In
this position it pairs with the Omahuta / Puketi Forests to form something of a divide
between the terrain centred around Kaikohe and the upper regional extent that runs
north from Kaitaia. The path of State Highway One over the range via the
Mangamuka is some of the most spectacular on the main highway’s route through
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Northland — and indeed over its entire corridor nationwide. Here the combination of
the adjacent Mangamuka River, the steep, imposing landform, substantial and
diverse indigenous forest cover and the winding, intimate character of the highway
itself are very distinctive and memorable. A lookout at the apex of the highway pass
gives an impressive view north and a sense of the elevation of the terrain.

The scale of the underlying landform sees the Maungataniwha Range and related hill
country act as defining element in the small valleys and lowlands that surround. A
number of small settlements, such as Mangamuka, Broadwood, Parmapuria, and
Otangaroa, feature the landmass as a backdrop. It fulfills a similar, but more distant
role in the same way for parts of the Hokianga Harbour.

Whilst there are a range of ecological units present in the Outstanding Landscape,
with resulting variations in vegetative compositions, the blanketing of an indigenous
cover that reflects that variety is a key characteristic of this landscape. In some areas
the vegetation is at a less advanced stage of development from colonisation or
recovery from past clearance, but that less lofty vegetation is contiguous with the
main body.

Whilst the Department of Conservation administers the substantial majority of this
landscape, there are portions around the perimeter which share the same
characteristics and which are privately owned.

Raetea Forest Conservation Park

The site is located within the Raetea Forest Conservation Park Area, which adjoins the
Mangamuka Gorge Scenic Reserve to the north-west. The extent of these conservation
areas is shown in Figure 7 below.
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Figure 7: Raetea Forest Conservation Park Extent. Proposed facility location identified
with red star (source: DOC)

5.2 Surrounding environment

The surrounding environment comprises of the wider Raetea Forest and includes the
Mangamuka Tramping Track which traverses through the forest in a generally west to east
direction. The Mangamuka Gorge and State Highway 1 are situated further north-west of the
site location. Due to the remote location, undulating topography and dense vegetation cover,
it is considered unlikely that the proposed facility will be visible from the wider surrounding
environment.

6.0 Reasons for the application

An assessment of the proposal against the relevant statutory documents, being the ODP,
PDP, and the NEST) has been undertaken in Appendix B and C. The following reasons for
consent have been identified.

6.1 Far North Operative District Plan

The proposal requires resource consent under the ODP for the following reasons:

6.1.1 Chapter 12.1 Landscapes and Natural Features

e Pursuant to Rule 12.1.6.3, the proposed indigenous vegetation removal within an
Outstanding Landscape is a discretionary activity as it is not provided for as a
permitted activity under Rule 12.1.6.1.2.

3
10



24 February 2026

SLR Project No.: 810.V16122.00001

Tait Systems NZ Limited SLR Ref No.: Tait Raetea - RC Application -
Resource Consent Application Issued v1.0

o Pursuant to Rule 12.1.6.3, it is a discretionary activity to establish the proposed
facility (mast and antennas), generator shelter and equipment shelter within an
Outstanding Landscape.

6.1.2 Chapter 12.9 Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency

o Pursuant to Rule 12.9.6.3.2, the proposed solar arrays are a discretionary activity
as they are do not comply with the permitted activity standards in 12.9.6.1.4(a), (d)
and (f) due to their location within a Conservation Zone, proximity to site boundaries
and location within an Outstanding Landscape.
6.1.3 Chapter 17 — Designations and Utility Services

e Pursuant to Rule 17.2.7.6.5, the proposed facility (mast and antennas), generator
shelter and equipment shelter is a discretionary activity as they are a discretionary
activity under the other district-wide provisions contained in Chapter 12.1 of the ODP.

The overall activity status of the proposal under the ODP is discretionary.

6.2 Far North Proposed District Plan — Notified Version

The PDP was publicly notified in 2022, and decisions on submissions are yet to the notified
at the time of writing this application. There are rules in the PDP relating to the clearance of
vegetation within a Significant Natural Area which have immediate legal effect at the time of
notification and have been assessed in Appendix B.

The proposal requires resource consent under the PDP for the following reasons:
6.2.1 Part 2 — District Wide Matters

6.2.1.1 Ecosystems and Biodiversity

e Pursuant to Rule IB-R3 of the PDP, the proposed indigenous vegetation removal
within a Significant Natural Area is a discretionary activity as it exceeds the
maximum permitted area of clearance per calendar year.

The overall activity status of the proposal under the PDP is discretionary.

6.3 Overall activity status

Overall, resource consent is required for a discretionary activity.
7.0 Assessment of effects on the environment

71 Introduction

Having reviewed the relevant plan provisions, visited the site and taking into account the
matters that must be addressed by an assessment of effects on the environment as outlined
in clause 7 of Schedule 4 of the Act, the effects that warrant consideration as part of this
application are listed below:

e Landscape and visual effects
e Temporary construction effects

e Cultural effects
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e Ecological effects
o Positive effects

An assessment of these effects, that corresponds with the scale and significance of the
effects that the proposed activity may have on the environment, is provided below. Clause
7(2) notes that the requirement to address matters in the assessment of effects on the
environment is subject to the provisions of any policy statement or plan. The relevant
documents are also assessed in this report.

711 Permitted baseline

The “permitted baseline” is relevant to the assessments under sections 95A to 95G and 104
of the Act. Under these sections, the consent authority may disregard an adverse effect on
the environment if a national environmental standard or the plan permits an activity with that
effect. This is the permitted baseline. It is only the adverse effects over and above those
forming a part of the baseline that are relevant when considering an application.

The purpose of the permitted baseline test is to isolate, and make irrelevant, the effects of
activities on the environment that are permitted by the plan. When applying the baseline,
such effects cannot then be taken into account when assessing the effects of a particular
resource consent application. The baseline has been defined by case law as comprising the
“existing environment” and non-fanciful (i.e., credible) activities that would be permitted as of
right by the plan and/or national environmental standard in question.

In this case, the permitted baseline relevant to this application is limited to the permitted
activity components of the proposal, in relation to the proposed earthworks, radiofrequency
fields, noise levels and underground cabling. No further consideration of these aspects is
therefore required.

The proposed facility (mast and antennas), equipment shelter and generator shelter, require
resource consent due to their location above-ground within an Outstanding Landscape.
Accordingly, there is considered to be no relevant permitted baseline in relation to these built
components.

Additionally, the proposed solar arrays require resource consent in this location and
therefore there is no relevant permitted baseline in relation to this component.
71.2 Receiving environment

In assessing the potential effects on the environment, the “receiving environment” for effects
must be considered.

The receiving environment is a mandatory consideration that is defined by case law, and it is
the environment beyond the site upon which a proposed activity might have effects. This
includes the future state of the environment upon which effects will occur, including:

o the environment as it might be modified by the utilisation of rights to carry out
permitted activities; and

¢ the environment as it might be modified by implementing resource consents that
have been granted at the time a particular application is considered, where it appears
likely that those resource consents will be implemented.

In this case, the receiving environment is as described in Section 4.0 of this report.
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7.1.3 Other considerations

Sections 95D(d) to 95D(e) and 104(3)(a) of the Act require that assessments must
disregard:

e trade competition, or the effects of trade competition; and
o any effect on a person who has given written approval to this application.
Trade competition and written approval are not relevant to this application.

7.2 Landscape and Visual Effects

The proposal is to establish a new communications facility, ancillary shelters, solar arrays
and associated vegetation clearance within an Outstanding Landscape, and therefore
consideration as to whether the proposal will give rise to adverse landscape and visual
effects on the immediate and wider surrounding landscape.

It is important to note that a change in the landscape does not constitute as an adverse
landscape or visual effect, as a landscape is dynamic and changing over time, both by
natural and human factors. What is fundamental to managing landscape change, is that any
substantial and/or inappropriate adverse effects are avoided or sufficiently mitigated to
remedy the effects of the change.

7.21 Landscape character values

The communications facility is proposed on the uppermost ridgeline within the Raetea
Forest, which forms part of an identified Outstanding Landscape relating to the
Maungataniwha Range.

The landscape characteristics of this Outstanding Landscape are described in Section 5.1 of
this report above. At a high level, the Maungataniwha Range is characterised as a rugged
bush-clad mountain range which runs along the central-upper Northland area, spanning from
the upper Hokianga to immediately inland of the Whangaroa Harbour. The location in which
the facility is proposed is characterised as an elevated ridgeline covered in dense
established bush and which is set amongst an isolated and undulating bush-clad landscape,
comprising of steep slopes and low gullies.

It is acknowledged that there are infrastructure elements present in the immediate
surrounding locality, including a NZ Police shelter, radio mast and equipment and solar
arrays which are situated immediately south of a nearby grassed helicopter landing area
approximately 90m south of the proposed facility location.

7.2.2 Effects on landscape values

The proposal will result in a small-scale change to the landscape character values of the site
location, due to the removal of indigenous vegetation canopy and the introduction of new
built infrastructure into an area of well-established native bush. It is noted that the Raetea
Forest in the site’s location is not entirely undisturbed, due to the presence of the Police
radio station and associated infrastructure approximately 90 south of the site location.

Given the relatively small-scale footprint of the proposal in relation to the wider forest area
and that the facility will be slimline and located below the forest canopy except for a small
portion of the mast which will protrude above the tree canopy, the proposal is not considered
to result in a marked change to the forest’s landscape character values. Furthermore, the
proposed facility will be located in proximity to other infrastructural elements, which limits the
presence of built elements to a relatively inconspicuous area of Raetea Forest and the wider
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Outstanding Landscape. It is also noted that the wider Maungataniwha Range Outstanding
Landscape does contain other infrastructure components in the wider landscape, including
State Highway 1 and a broadcast communications tower in the eastern extent of the
Outstanding Landscape.

Overall, the adverse effects of the proposal on the landscape values of the Raetea Forest
and wider Outstanding Landscape are considered to be less than minor.

7.2.3 Visual effects

The proposal does have the potential to give rise to adverse visual effects, through the
introduction of infrastructure within a largely natural and undisturbed forest landscape.
Measures have been taken to minimise visual effects, through designing the facility and
ancillary structures to the minimum height and bulk necessary to provide efficient emergency
services coverage to the immediate and wider area.

The proposed facility and solar arrays are unlikely to be visible from the wider surrounding
landscape, due to the remote and elevated nature of the site location and surrounding
undulating landscape which will obscure the proposed facility when viewed from the wider
surrounding landscape. Furthermore, a majority of the infrastructure will be of a height which
is below the tree canopy with the exception of the top portion of the mast.

In addition, the solar arrays are naturally recessive in colour and the proposed mast and
dipole antennas will weather to a recessive grey tone to be in keeping with the skyscape.
The proposed shelters will be a recessive grey tone and are unlikely to be visible from the
wider surrounding area due to their small size and the surrounding dense vegetation cover.

Views of the facility and solar arrays may occur by overhead scenic, and search and rescue
helicopters, however these views will be fleeting and the proposed infrastructure will be
viewed as a small-scale built element in a larger dense bush area.

The predominant public views of the proposed facility and solar arrays will occur by users of
the Mangamuka Tramping Track, who will pass directly by the proposed infrastructure due to
the hiking track bisecting the site location. In this instance, any views of the facility and solar
arrays will be fleeting and appear as a functional infrastructural component, noting its
proximity to the Police radio tower. For this reasoning, the proposal is not considered to
result in a marked change in the sense of ‘naturalness’ of this Outstanding Landscape, given
the limited project footprint and dense vegetation cover that trampers will experience when
continuing their journey past the site location.

Overall, the visual effects of the proposal are considered to be less than minor.

7.2.4 Conclusion

Overall, it is considered that the adverse landscape and visual effects of the proposal will be
less than minor and acceptable.

7.3 Temporary Construction Effects

The installation of the proposed facility will result in temporary effects, during the proposed
construction works. These effects will be small-scale and of a limited duration (likely
approximately two weeks). Appropriate erosion and sediment control measures will be in
place to minimise sediment effects.

The Mangamuka Tramping Track traverses through the construction site, and the track may
be temporarily obstructed during construction works, particularly during the laying of the
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underground electricity cables between the facility and solar arrays. The applicant proposes
measures, such as providing a clearly signposted alternative track within the site works area,
during the laying of the underground cabling, to ensure that trampers can continue their
journey along the Mangamuka Tramping Track during construction works. At all other times
during construction, the track will remain unobstructed.

Overall, the temporary construction effects of the proposal are considered to be less than
minor and acceptable.

7.4 Cultural Effects

The proposed facility is not located on or near any recorded archaeological sites. While it is
only mana whenua who can determine if cultural values are impacted, care has been taken
to minimise the scale, design and bulk of the facility to the minimum extent practicable with
the minimum required earthworks and vegetation removal being proposed. All works will be
carried out using the Accidental Discovery Protocols, such that in the unlikely event that
archaeological remains are discovered, appropriate protocols will be followed. Tait have
contacted mana whenua who have an interest in the proposed facility’s location to advise of
the proposal and provide the opportunity for feedback.

7.5 Ecological Effects

The proposal necessitates the removal of approximately 250m? of indigenous vegetation in
order to establish the proposed facility and ancillary structures, which has the potential to
give rise to effects on indigenous flora and fauna. The Applicant engaged SLR to prepare an
EIA to assess the ecological effects of the proposed facility (see Appendix D), which
informs the below assessment of effects.

7.51 Ecological context and values

As discussed in Section 5.1 of this report above, the facility is proposed in the
Maungataniwha Ecological District and on a ridgeline within the Raetea Forest
(approximately 7,793 ha area of indigenous vegetation). The Raetea Forest forms part of the
overall Maungataniwha Forest Range which is identified as an ecologically significant area
by the Northland Regional Council.

The project location can be split into two vegetation clearance areas, one comprising of the
solar arrays and the other comprising of the proposed facility and shelters.

The solar array area is heavily vegetated and located on a north facing slope. The
predominant vegetation in this location was Towai (12 — 15m) interspersed with toro
underneath(10— 12m), and smiths tree fern were also common in this location. Much of the
vegetation was deteriorating, with canopy dieback and numerous dead trunks being
observed. The canopy understorey comprised predominantly of kanono, kiekie was common
growing along the ground and trees, and other ground cover included bush rice grass,
sedges and non-threatened ferns. Leaf litter, mosses, seedings and woody debris comprised
a thick ground layer, and there was evidence of predator presence (possums and pigs).

The vegetation in the facility and shelter location was reduced, with prior tree fallings having
naturally created an open space. The dominant vegetation was kanono with a few smiths
tree fern in a deteriorating condition. Some towai seedlings, kiekie and bush rice grass was
present in the understorey. The ground layer was a lot drier and leaf litter finer than the solar
array area.



24 February 2026

SLR Project No.: 810.V16122.00001

Tait Systems NZ Limited SLR Ref No.: Tait Raetea - RC Application -
Resource Consent Application Issued v1.0

Both areas did not contain emerging specimens and the vegetation tiers were limited to the
upper canopy (12 — 25m in height) and below. There were 36 plant species identified across
the project’s footprint. Threatened flora of note was one specimen of the At Risk — Declining
Raukawa that had grown on the trunk of a smiths tree fern on the edge of the area to be
cleared for the equipment shelter. The site’s flora was identified as having moderate to high
ecological value, and the site’s ecological value of its ecosystems was considered to be
high.

Lizard records in the vicinity of the site location are limited, with the closest recording being
approximately 13km from the site, within the wider contiguous forest. The site had abundant
habitat for lizards given the prevalence of woody debris and leaf litter within the ground
cover. No lizards were found or observed during a site visit, however there is potential for
lizards to be present in the site location. The site was identified as being of high ecological
significance for lizards.

There are no bird records for the Raetea Forest, and during the site assessment, only
common forest birds were observed, including tomtit and kereru. The site’s habitat is suitable
for common forest birds, and it is likely the area is being used for foraging. There were
several old rotting trees and rotting tree fern stumps that could be used for roosts by native
owl. The habitat for birds within the site location was considered typical of the surrounding
forest and did not comprise of unique or discrete features which would elevate the
importance of the habitat for birds. The ecological value of the site for bird habitat was
assessed as being moderate.

The long-tailed bat and northern lesser short-tailed bat have been recorded in the Raetea
Forest, as well as within the wider contiguous forest areas. Long-tailed bats were recorded
within 200m of the site location, and the site contains habitat for bats, in the form of trees
greater than 15cm in diameter at breast height and contained roost features such as
cavities, fractured broken limbs, flaking bark, epiphytes and crevices. The site’s ecological
value for bat habitat was considered to be high.

The site’s location contains habitats that support threatened indigenous invertebrates,
including the kauri snail and tusked weta, both of which have been recorded in the Raetea
Forest. The ecological value of the site for invertebrate habitat was considered to be high.

7.5.2 Effects of vegetation removal on terrestrial habitat

Temporary vegetation clearance will be required to construct the proposed facility and solar
arrays, as well as the trenching of cables between the infrastructure. The vegetation cover in
this location includes several mature (but in a late stage of senescing) trees and one mature
towai tree in the middle of the existing hiking track may be impacted by trenching of cabling
in its root zone. Temporary clearance areas have been reduced as far as practicable, and it
is anticipated that these areas will naturally regenerate over time. The temporary clearance
of vegetation in front of the solar arrays for sunlight protection will alter the vegetation
composition in this location, as vegetation in this location will be maintained to a lower height
(maximum 1m) on an ongoing basis.

The proposal will involve the permanent loss of approximately 123.8m? of vegetation cover,
associated with the footprints of the proposed infrastructure and solar arrays and appropriate
buffers around structures. The extent of permanent vegetation removal will account for
0.00017% of the wider Raetea Forest vegetation, and it is anticipated that the vegetation
below the solar panels (approximate 49.6m? area) would continue to persist with low-height
species such as ferns and grasses.
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To mitigate the effects of the temporary and permanent vegetation loss, the Applicant
proposes to avoid sensitive areas where practicable or transplanting plants that cannot be
avoided, and manage regenerating areas to ensure that the vegetation that regenerates is
native and healthy.

The Raetea Forest is at risk of kauri dieback. Whilst there were no kauri noted within the site
location, the Applicant proposes to undertake measures to ensure that the construction team
appropriately cleans equipment prior to entering and exiting the area to minimise the spread
of pest plants and diseases.

Overall, when taking into account the mitigation measures inherent in this application, the
adverse effects of the vegetation removal on the site’s terrestrial habitat is considered to be
low. This correlates to a less than minor effect from an RMA perspective.

7.5.3 Effects on lizards and invertebrates

Construction works have the potential to affect indigenous lizards, primarily through
vegetation clearance, ground disturbance and removal of sheltering features such as leaf
litter, logs and rock material. Accordingly, there is risk of lizard injury or mortality during
construction works which can have a disproportionate effect at a local scale given the
threatened classification of lizards in New Zealand.

The construction works may also cause short-term disturbance or temporary displacement of
lizard habitat during works. However, these are considered to be localised and readily
absorbed due to the availability of extensive lizard habitat in areas adjacent to the works
area.

The loss of habitat is not considered to result in a large reduction of the available habitat for
indigenous invertebrates due to the abundance of habitat immediately adjacent to the works
area, but there is potential for injury or death during construction works.

To mitigate effects on native lizards and invertebrates, the Applicant proposes to prepare
and implement a management plan during construction works and obtain the appropriate
Wildlife Act 1953 permits from DOC to enable the surveying and relocating of native lizards
and invertebrates during construction works.

Overall, when accounting for the mitigation measures inherent in the application, the adverse
effects of the proposal on native lizards and invertebrates will be low. This corresponds to a
less than minor effects rating under the RMA.

7.5.4 Effects on birds

The vegetation loss is not considered to represent a large reduction in bird habitat, given the
abundance of similar habitat in the wider area. However, there is potential risk of injury or
death of nesting birds that are unable to relocate, if the vegetation removal occurs during the
breeding season. To mitigate these effects, the Applicant proposes to undertake nesting
checks by a suitably qualified person immediately prior to vegetation removal to ensure that
trees with nests are avoided.

There is also potential for bird strike from the proposed facility and solar arrays, however this
is considered unlikely due to the limited height and absence of lights attached to the pole. In
relation to the solar arrays, the likelihood of bird strike is considered to be low given the
small-scale size of the solar arrays proposed and that the panels will be recessed within the
vegetation canopy. Accordingly, no mitigation is considered warranted to manage potential
bird strike, as this is considered unlikely.
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Overall, when consider the mitigation measures inherent in the application, the adverse
effects of the proposal on native birds will be low, or less than minor in an RMA context.

7.5.5 Effects on bats

It is considered unlikely that foraging and traversing bats will strike the proposed
infrastructure. The key effects on bats from the proposed vegetation clearance relates to the
potential for roosting bads to be present in trees during removal which could lead to injury or
death. Approximately six trees within the area of clearance were identified as having suitable
roost features, but this is likely to change over time and would need to be re-assessed prior
to the clearance occurring. To manage effects, the Applicant proposes to implement
vegetation clearance protocols which will be undertaken by a suitably qualified bat ecologist,
and which will involve pre-clearance bat monitoring of the site. If bats are identified, tree
inspections will be undertaken to full assess roost features and roosting trees will be avoided
until the bats naturally leave the trees.

Overall, when considering the mitigation measures inherent in the application, the adverse
effects of the proposal on native bats will be low, or less than minor from an RMA
perspective.

7.5.6 Effects conclusion

Overall, the short-term and long-term effects on the site’s ecological values is considered to
be less than minor and acceptable.

7.6 Positive Effects

The proposal will generate positive effects on the environment. The proposed facility will
provide digital mobile radio coverage in the area for frontline emergency services. The
technology allows for emergency services to send and receive secure communication while
remaining focused on the event at hand.

Subsequently, the facility will result in improved resiliency in large-scale emergency
situations such as disaster events and provide for the health and safety of people and
communities.

7.7 Conclusion

Overall, based on the preceding assessment, the effects of the proposed activity on the
environment are less than minor and acceptable.

8.0 Statutory assessment

Section 104(1) of the Act requires that, when considering a resource consent application, the
consent authority must have regard to the matters set out in subsections (1)(a), (ab), (b) and
(c). These matters are addressed below, and all are subject to Part 2.

8.1 Section 104(1)(a) (Actual and potential effects)

Section 104(1)(a) requires the consent authority to have regard to “any actual and potential
effects on the environment of allowing the activity”.

As assessed in Section 7.0 of this report above, the proposed activity will have actual and
potential effects on the environment that are acceptable.
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8.2 Section 104(1)(ab) (Offsetting or compensation)

Section 104(1)(ab) requires that the consent authority to consider “any measure proposed or
agreed to by the applicant for the purpose of ensuring positive effects on the environment to

offset or compensate for any adverse effects on the environment that will or may result from

allowing the activity”.

In this case, the proposed activity is not of a scale or nature that would require specific
offsetting or environmental compensation measures to ensure positive effects on the
environment.

8.3 Section 104(1)(b) (Statutory documents)

Section 104(1)(b) requires the consent authority to have regard to any relevant provisions of
the following:

e a national environmental standard;

e a wastewater environmental performance standard;

e a stormwater environmental performance standard;

e an infrastructure design solution;

o other regulations;

¢ a national policy statement;

e a New Zealand coastal policy statement;

e aregional policy statement or proposed regional policy statement; and
e aplan or proposed plan.

An assessment of the relevant statutory documents that corresponds with the scale and
significance of the effects that the proposed activity may have on the environment is
provided below.

8.3.1 National Environmental Standards for Telecommunication Facilities

The National Environmental Standards for Telecommunication Facilities 2016 (NESTF)
apply to all telecommunication facilities that generate radiofrequency fields (RF). The NESTF
sets environmental standards to manage and protect our natural resources by providing
benchmarks for the planning and operation of telecommunications facilities with regards to
radiofrequency fields, installation of equipment cabinets, erection or replacement of masts
and antennas, and associated noise generation.

Assessment

The assessment against the relevant provisions of the NESTF confirms compliance with
relevant noise and radio frequency standards, however consent is required for the facility
and associated indigenous vegetation removal due to its location within an Outstanding
Landscape and Conservation Zone. The foregoing assessment determined that the proposal
will result in less than minor adverse effects on landscape and visual amenity and ecological
values, as well as providing a range of positive effects. For this reason, the proposal is
considered to meet the overall intent of the NESTF.
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8.3.2 National Policy Statement for Infrastructure

The National Policy Statement for Infrastructure (NPS-I) provides national direction to ensure
infrastructure is planned, developed, and managed in a way that supports the wellbeing,
health, and safety of communities. The NPS-I recognises infrastructure as an interconnected
network serving the public good and sets coherent national guidance for development,
maintenance, and upgrades. Communication facilities form part of an essential
interconnected network and are inherently provided for by the NPS-I as communication
facilities are defined as infrastructure under the Act and therefore the NPS-I.

Assessment

The proposal involves the establishment of a new communications facility and ancillary
activities which will provide improved emergency services coverage to the immediate and
wider surrounding area, which will in turn provide for the health and safety of people and
communities. For these reasons, the proposal is considered to meet the overall intent of the
NPS-I.

8.3.3 National Policy Statement for Renewable Electricity Generation

The National Policy Statement for Renewable Electricity Generation (NPS-REG) applies to
renewable electricity generation (REG) assets and activities at any scale, including small-
scale REG required to power communication facilities. The NPS sets a national direction that
recognises and provides for the benefits and importance of REG activities and seeks to
enable REG to support the social, economic and cultural wellbeing of people and
communities, and for their health and safety. The NPS-REG recognises the operational or
functional need for REG assets and activities to occur in specific locations and
environments, and recognises and provides for Maori interests. It seeks to enable REG
while managing adverse effects of these activities on the environment. Where matters of
national importance are adverse effected by a REG proposal, the NPS-REG must be read in
conjunction with other relevant national direction, regional policy statements and regional
and district plans. In all other circumstances, adverse effects of REG assets and activities
must be, where practicable, avoided, remedied or mitigated.

Assessment

Where communication facilities are proposed in remote locations or where a connection to
the reticulated electricity network is not feasible, such as the location proposed, there is a
functional need to power the facility by on-site means such as solar.

The proposed solar arrays will facilitate the operation of the proposed communications
facility, which will have localised benefits through the provision of emergency services
coverage to the immediate and surrounding area, including along hiking trails and State
Highway 1. Tait have consulted with mana whenua who have an interest in the site location
to advise of the proposal and provide the opportunity for discussion around any cultural
concerns with the proposal.

The solar arrays are proposed within an Outstanding Landscape and Significant Natural
Area, and the foregoing assessment of effects has determined that any adverse landscape,
visual and ecological effects of the proposed solar arrays will be less than minor.
Furthermore, the below assessment against the relevant national direction and district plan
objective and policy framework determines that the proposal is in alignment with these
statutory documents. All other adverse effects of the proposal solar array, such as temporary
construction effects, will be appropriately avoided or mitigated.

Overall, the proposal is considered to align with the NPS-REG.
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8.34

The National Policy Statement for Indigenous Biodiversity (NPS-I) applies to use and
development within Significant Natural Areas (SNAs), and seeks to ensure that New
Zealand’s indigenous biodiversity is maintained so that there is no overall loss in indigenous
biodiversity. The NPS-I seeks to protect SNAs by avoiding or managing adverse effects from
new subdivision, use and development, and enabling mana whenua involvement in resource
consent applications affecting indigenous biodiversity. The NPS-I provides for the
construction of specified infrastructure including communication facilities that provides
significant national or regional benefits, , within SNAs where there is a functional or
operational need for the communication facility to be established in a particular location and
where there are no other practicable alternatives.

National Policy Statement for Indigenous Biodiversity

Assessment

The temporary and permanent loss of SNA vegetation is necessary to establish the
proposed facility and associated activities, and there is an operational need for the facility to
be sited in the location proposed, to ensure emergency services coverage is available in the
immediate and wider surrounding area. Care has been taken to minimise the footprint of the
proposed facility to the minimum extent necessary to enable effective operation, and
mitigation measures are proposed by the applicant to minimise effects on native flora and
fauna during construction works. Alternative locations for the proposal have been considered
but were ruled out as being unpracticable. The EIA provided in Appendix D and foregoing
assessment of ecological effects in Section 7.0 of this report above determined that the
adverse effects of the proposal on indigenous biodiversity will be appropriately mitigated to
the extent that there are no residual effects requiring offsetting or compensation. In addition,
Tait have contacted mana whenua to advise of the proposal and provide the opportunity for
discussion around any cultural concerns mana whenua may have in relation to the proposal.

Overall, the proposal is considered to align with the intent of the NPS-IB.

8.3.5

An assessment of the proposal against the relevant ODP objectives and policies is provided
in the below table.

Objectives and Policies | Assessment

Chapter 12 — Natural and Physical Resources

Far North Operative District Plan

12.1 Outstanding Landscapes

Objectives

12.1.3.1 To protect outstanding landscapes and
natural features from inappropriate, subdivision
use and development.

12.1.3.3 To recognise and provide for the
distinctiveness, natural diversity and complexity of
landscapes as far as practicable including the
complexity found locally within landscapes and the
diversity of landscapes across the District.

12.1.3.4 To avoid adverse effects and to
encourage positive effects resulting from land use,
subdivision or development in outstanding
landscapes and natural features and Maori cultural
values associated with landscapes.

Consistent

The communications facility and ancillary
activities are proposed within an Outstanding
Landscape which comprises of the
Maungataniwha range and encompasses the
Raetea Forest.

The foregoing assessment of effects
undertaken in Section 7.0 of this report above
determined that the proposal will have less
than minor adverse visual and landscape
effects, and that no significant adverse effects
will arise from the proposal.

The proposed facility has been carefully
designed to ensure that the bulk and footprint
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Objectives and Policies | Assessment

Policies

12.1.4.1 That both positive and adverse effects of
development on outstanding natural features and
landscapes be taken into account when assessing
applications for resource consent.

12.1.4.2 That activities avoid, remedy or mitigate
significant adverse effects on both the natural and
the cultural values and elements which make up
the distinctive character of outstanding natural
features and landscapes.

12.1.4.3 That the cumulative effect of changes to
the character of Outstanding Landscapes be taken
into account in assessing applications for resource
consent.

12.1.4.5 That the adverse visual effect of built
development on outstanding landscapes and
ridgelines be avoided, remedied or mitigated.

12.1.4.7 That the diversity of outstanding
landscapes at a District-wide and local level be
maintained and enhanced where practicable.

12.1.4.9 That the high value of indigenous
vegetation to Outstanding Landscapes be taken
into account when assessing applications for
resource consents.

12.1.4.10 That landscape values be protected by
encouraging development that takes in account:

(a) the rarity or value of the landscape
and/or landscape features;

(b) the visibility of the development;

(c) important views as seen from public
vantage points on a public road, public
reserve, the foreshore and the coastal

marine area;

(d) the desirability of avoiding adverse
effects on the elements that contribute to
the distinctive character of the coastal
landscapes, especially outstanding
landscapes and natural features, ridges
and headlands or those features that have
significant amenity value;

(e) the contribution of natural patterns,
composition and extensive cover of
indigenous vegetation to landscape
values;

(f) Maori cultural values associated with
landscapes;

(g) the importance of the activity in
enabling people and communities to
provide for their social, economic and
cultural well-being.

of the proposed infrastructure is the minimum
extent necessary to provide efficient
emergency services coverage and the new
infrastructure will be located near to existing
infrastructure and a helicopter landing area to
cluster infrastructure to a small-scale portion of
the expansive Raetea Forest.

Due to the isolated location of the proposed
facility and undulating nature of the Raetea
Forest, the proposed facility will not be visible
from the wider surrounding environment, and
views of the facility by trampers utilising the
Mangamuka Tramping Track will be fleeting in
nature and not detract from the overall sense
of naturalness experienced along this hiking
trail.

The vegetation removal proposed to construct
the facility will be the minimum extent
necessary to construct and operate the facility,
and there are opportunities for specific areas
for removal, such as in front and below the
solar arrays, to naturally regenerate to low
height species.

The foregoing assessment of effects in Section
7.0 of this report above determined that
ecological effects of the proposed vegetation
removal will be appropriately mitigated to the
extent that these effects will be less than minor
and acceptable.

Furthermore, the vegetation removal
represents a very small-scale loss of
vegetation and habitat, which can be readily
absorbed by the comparable and expansive
habitat present within the immediate and wider
Raetea Forest.

Tait have contacted mana whenua to advise of
the proposal and provide the opportunity for
discussion around any cultural concerns mana
whenua may have in relation to the proposal.

The proposed communications facility will have
localised benefits to people and communities
through the provision of emergency services
coverage to the immediate and surrounding
area, including along State Highway 1 in the
Mangamuka Gorge, and hiking trails, which will
improve the health and safety of hikers should
they require emergency assistance.
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Objectives and Policies | Assessment

12.9 Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency

Objectives

12.9.3.1 To become among the most energy self-
sufficient local authorities in New Zealand through
encouraging and promoting the efficient use of
energy and the greater use and development of
renewable energy.

12.9.3.4 To encourage and promote renewable
energy use and development proposals that
provide significant local community benefit as well
as regional and/or national benefit.

12.9.3.8 To ensure actual and potential adverse
effects associated with renewable energy and
energy efficiency are avoided, remedied or
mitigated.

Policies

12.9.4.1 That the efficient use of energy and the
greater use and development of renewable energy
resources, including electricity generation and
transmission, and the operation, maintenance and
upgrading of existing and future renewable energy
activities, is promoted, particularly where there is
potential for national, regional or local community
benefits, including increased security of supply and
reduced greenhouse gas emissions.

12.9.4.2 That renewable energy use and
development is facilitated in locations where
significant adverse effects on the environment can
be appropriately avoided, remedied or mitigated
while also having regard to the local, regional and
national benefits and positive effects (particularly
any local benefits) associated with the proposed
development.

12.9.4.3 That in assessing any specific renewable
energy development proposal, the Council will
consider the appropriateness of the proposal in
terms of location, scale, and type of proposal and
in terms of the effects of any supporting
infrastructure.

Consistent

The proposed solar arrays will provide a small-
scale and on-site renewable energy solution to
power the proposed communications facility
which will provide critical emergency services
coverage to the immediate and wider
surrounding environment.

As determined by the above assessment of
effects undertaken in Section 7.0 of this report
above, the adverse effects of the proposed
solar arrays and associated indigenous
vegetation removal will be appropriately
mitigated, and significant effects will be
avoided.

The solar arrays have been designed and
located to be of the minimum footprint
necessary to efficiently power the
communications facility and minimise adverse
effects on the environment.

Chapter 17 — Designations and Utility Services

Objectives

17.2.3.1 To provide for the efficient development,
use, maintenance and upgrading of utility services
to meet the reasonable needs of residents and
businesses throughout the District while ensuring
that significant adverse effects are avoided,
remedied or mitigated.

Policies

17.2.4.2 That any significant adverse effects of
proposed utility services and radio communications

Consistent

The proposed communications facility and
ancillary activities will meet the community
needs through the provision of critical
emergency services coverage to the immediate
and wider surrounding environment. Adverse
effects on the environment will be appropriately
mitigated and no significant adverse effects will
arise from the proposal, as assessed in
Section 7.0 of this report above.
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Objectives and Policies
on amenity values is avoided, remedied or
mitigated.

17.2.4.3 That provision be made to enable
new/upgraded utility services to meet growth
demand.

9.7 Conservation Zone

Assessment

Objectives

9.7.2.1 A network of areas of land managed to
protect their conservation values, in which
activities that are compatible with, or
complementary to, the conservation value of the
land are enabled to establish, and which do not
cause adverse effects outside the conservation
areas.

Policies

9.7.3.1 To protect the conservation values and the
natural and physical resources of the district for
present and future generations.

9.7.3.2 To ensure the use, development and
protection of land zoned conservation is consistent
with the conservation values of the site, and avoids
adverse effects on the surrounding environment.

Consistent

The proposal has been designed to minimise
the environmental impact of its location on
conservation land and within an SNA to the
minimum extent necessary as discussed in
Section 7.0 of this report. Furthermore, the
proposed facility will have benefits along State
Highway 1 and to users of the various tramping
trails, through providing emergency services
coverage should visitors require emergency
services assistance. For this reasoning, the
proposal is considered to be a compatible use
in a conservation area.

Tait will obtain a concession from DOC to
enable the establishment of the proposed
facility on conservation land.

Based on the above assessment, the proposal is considered to align with the ODP objective

and policy framework.

8.3.6

Proposed Far North District Plan — Notified Version

An assessment of the proposal against the relevant PDP objectives and policies is provided

in the below table.

Objectives and Policies

Assessment

Infrastructure

Objectives
I-O1 The district has safe, efficient and resilient

of people and communities in the district.
I-O2 The economic and community benefits of

well-being in the district.

I-O4 Adverse effects of infrastructure are managed
through the design and location of infrastructure to

cultural values, natural values, and coastal values.

infrastructure that services the current and future needs

infrastructure are recognised and provided for, including
the benefits of regionally significant infrastructure to
enhance economic, cultural, environmental and social

minimise adverse effects on areas with historical and

Consistent

The proposed communications facility
and ancillary activities will benefit people
and the community through the provision
of critical emergency services coverage
to the immediate and wider surrounding
environment.

There is an operational need for this
infrastructure to be located above-
ground and at elevation to ensure
sufficient communication coverage. Care
has been taken to design the facility to
be the minimum bulk and size

Policies
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Objectives and Policies ‘ Assessment

a)

b)

c)

d)

a)

b)

c)
d)

e)
f)

9)
h)

i)
1)
k)

)

a)
b)

c)

d)

I-P3 Qutside the coastal environment, manage the
effects of the development, operation, maintenance and
upgrading of infrastructure activities by:

avoiding effects on historical and cultural values,
significant natural areas, and outstanding natural
features or landscapes to the extent practicable;

minimising or remedying adverse effects on
historical and cultural values, natural
environment values that cannot be avoided;

recognising the technical, operational and
functional needs and constraints of infrastructure
activities; and

having regard to offsetting and environmental
compensation measures where there are more
than minor that cannot be avoided, remedied or
mitigated.

I-P4 Provide for infrastructure where there are benefits
such as:

significant social, economic and cultural benefits
associated with regionally significant
infrastructure

improved:

quality of life;

standard of living;
public health and safety;

access to latest technology, such as fibre and
high-speed wireless internet;

functioning of businesses; and

transportation of freight, goods, people.

growth and development of the district;

a reduction in the operation and maintenance
costs of infrastructure;

integration of infrastructure with urban
development; and

facilitating local, regional, national or international
connectivity.

I-P6 Where practicable and appropriate for the type of
infrastructure, minimise the adverse visual effects of
infrastructure by:

co-location or multiple use;

removing redundant facilities or structures;

using landscaping and/or recessive colours and
finishes;

encouraging innovative design to maintain the
character and amenity of the surrounding area by
integrating infrastructure within the site and
utilising existing built form and landform; and
requiring the undergrounding of services when
locating infrastructure in the coastal environment,

necessary, and to minimise
environmental effects.

The potential for colocation on the
existing Police mast was investigated
but ruled out due to the radio mast being
overloaded. There are no other
practicable colocation options.

Adverse effects on the environment from
the proposed infrastructure will be
appropriately mitigated and no
significant adverse effects will arise from
the proposal, as assessed in Section 7.0
of this report above. No offsetting or
compensation measures are considered
warranted for this application.
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Objectives and Policies ‘ Assessment

a)

b)

c)

d)

9)
h)

)

k)

)

a resource overlay, heritage area or an area with
high amenity value.

I-P14 Manage infrastructure to address the effects of the
activity requiring resource consent, including (but not
limited to) consideration of the following matters where
relevant to the application:

any locational, technical, and operational
requirements;

bulk, height and design of any accessory
buildings or structures;

the extent of earthworks and/or indigenous
vegetation removal associated with the
infrastructure or access to it;

the degree to which the environment has already
been modified;

potential for co-location and shared use of
services and corridors;

the nature, duration, timing and frequency of the
adverse effects;

any adverse effects on areas with historical and
cultural values, natural values, coastal values,
and recreational value;

the health, well-being and safety of people and
communities, including nuisance from noise,
vibration, dust, odour emissions, temperature
and light spill;

the safe and efficient operation of other
infrastructure;

stormwater and overland flow path implications;
the ability to safely access the infrastructure;

the temporary or permanent nature of any
adverse effects;

whether the infrastructure is nationally or
regionally significant;

the impact of not operating, repairing,
maintaining, upgrading, removing or developing
the infrastructure;

the benefits derived from the infrastructure at a
local, regional and national scale, including the
significant environmental, economic, social and
cultural benefits of regionally significant
infrastructure;

the extent to which the infrastructure is integrated
with, and necessary to support, planned
development within Urban zones and the
Settlement zone; and

any historical, spiritual or cultural association
held by tangata whenua, with regard to the
matters set out in Policy TW-P6.
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Objectives and Policies ‘ Assessment

Renewable Energy Generation

Objectives

REG-O1 The significant local, regional and national
benefits from the use and development of renewable
electricity generation activities, and their technical,
operational and functional needs and constraints, are
recognised and provided for.

REG-02 Renewable electricity generation activities:
a) contribute to the reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions;
b) increase the security of supply of electricity for
the district and the region; and
c) support the economic, social and cultural well-
being of people and communities.
REG-03 Renewable electricity generation activities are
located and designed to avoid and minimise adverse

effects on areas with historical, cultural, environmental
and coastal values.

Policies

REG-P3 Enable new small scale renewable electricity
generation activities and activities associated with the
investigation, identification and assessment of potential
sites and energy sources for renewable electricity
generation where the activity:

a) is of a form, location, and scale that minimises
adverse effects on the environment; and

b) will not result in significant adverse effects on the
character and amenity values of the zone.

REG-P6 Outside the coastal environment, manage the
effects of the development, operation, maintenance and
upgrading of renewable electricity generation activities
by:
a) avoiding effects on historical and cultural values,
significant natural areas, and outstanding natural
features or landscapes to the extent practicable;

b) minimising or remedying adverse effects on
historical and cultural values, natural
environment values that cannot be avoided;

c) recognising the technical, operational and
functional needs and constraints of renewable
electricity generation activities; and

d) having regard to offsetting and environmental
compensation measures where there are more
than minor residual adverse effects that cannot
be avoided, remedied or mitigated.

REG-P7 Enable solar electricity generation activities
where adverse effects are appropriately managed,
recognising that adverse effects from solar generation
can generally be avoided or effectively mitigated through:

Consistent

The proposed solar arrays will provide a
small-scale and on-site renewable
energy solution to power the proposed
communications facility which will
provide critical emergency services
coverage to the immediate and wider
surrounding environment to meet the
health and safety needs of people and
community needs

The solar arrays have been designed
and located to be of the minimum
footprint necessary to efficiently power
the communications facility and minimise
adverse effects on the environment
where practicable.

As determined by the above assessment
of effects undertaken in Section 7.0 of
this report above, the adverse effects of
the proposed solar arrays and
associated indigenous vegetation
removal will be appropriately mitigated,
and significant effects will be avoided.
No offsetting or compensation is
required to address residual adverse
effects.

Solar arrays are required to power the
communications facility due to the
remote location and inability to connect
to the reticulated electricity network.

Tait have contacted mana whenua to
advise of the proposal and provide the
opportunity for discussion around any
cultural concerns mana whenua may
have in relation to the proposal.
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Objectives and Policies ‘ Assessment

a) appropriate location and design; and
b) screening and setbacks from sensitive activities.

REG-P11 Manage renewable electricity generation
activities to address the effects of the activity requiring
resource consent, including (but not limited to)
consideration of the following matters where relevant to
the application:

a) any locational, technical, functional, operational
needs and constraints, including the need to be
located where renewable resource is located and
the need for infrastructure to connect the local
electricity distribution network or the National
Grid, or directly to high energy users;

b) bulk, height and design of any associated
buildings or structures;

c) the extent of earthworks or indigenous vegetation
removal;

d) the degree to which the environment has already
been modified;

e) the nature, duration, timing and frequency of any
adverse effects;

f) any adverse effects on areas with cultural and
heritage, natural environment values, coastal
values or recreational values;

g) proposed methods to avoid, minimise, and
remedy adverse effects and any proposed
measures to offset or compensate more than
minor residual adverse effects;

h) health, well-being and safety of people and
communities, specifically any nuisance or
adverse effects from noise, vibration, traffic and
light spill;

i)  safe and efficient operation of other
infrastructure;

j) the local, regional or national benefits of the
project, including the significant social, economic,
and cultural benefits of regionally significant
infrastructure; and

k) any historical, spiritual or cultural association
held by tangata whenua, with regard to the
matters set out in Policy TW-P6.

Ecosystems and Indigenous Biodiversity

Objectives Consistent

IB-O1 Areas of significant indigenous vegetation and The vegetation removal proposed will be
significant habitats of indigenous fauna (Significant the minimum extent necessary to
Natural Areas) are identified and protected for current construct and operate the facility, and
and future generations. there are opportunities for specific areas

IB-02 Indigenous biodiversity is managed to maintain its | for removal, such as in front and below
extent and diversity in a way that provides for the social,
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economic and cultural well-being of people and
communities.

IB-O3 The relationship between tangata whenua and
indigenous biodiversity, including taonga species and
habitats, is recognised and provided for.

IB-O4 The role of tangata whenua as Kaitiaki and
landowners as stewards in protecting and restoring
significant natural areas and indigenous biodiversity is
provided for.

Policies
IB-P3 Outside the coastal environment:

a) avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects of land
use and subdivision on Significant Natural Areas
to ensure adverse effects are no more than
minor; and

avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects of land
use and subdivision on areas of important and
vulnerable indigenous vegetation, habitats and
ecosystems to ensure there are no significant
adverse effects.

IB-P4 If adverse effects on indigenous species, habitats
and ecosystems located outside of the coastal
environment cannot be avoided, remedied or mitigated in
accordance with IB-P3, consider whether it is appropriate
to apply the following steps as an effects management
hierarchy:

a) biodiversity offsetting to address more than minor
residual adverse effects to achieve a no net loss
and preferably net gain in indigenous
biodiversity; and

environmental biodiversity compensation to
address more than minor residual adverse
effects where it is not practicable to achieve
biodiversity offsetting.

IB-P10 Manage land use and subdivision to address the
effects of the activity requiring resource consent for
indigenous vegetation clearance and associated land
disturbance, including (but not limited to) consideration
of the following matters where relevant to the application:

a) the temporary or permanent nature of any
adverse effects;

cumulative effects of activities that may result in
loss or degradation of habitats, species
populations and ecosystems;

the extent of any vegetation removal and
associated land disturbance;

the effects of fragmentation;

linkages between indigenous ecosystems and
habitats of indigenous species;

b)

b)

b)

c)

d)
e)

the solar arrays, to naturally regenerate
to low height species.

The foregoing assessment of effects in
Section 7.0 of this report above
determined that ecological effects of the
proposed vegetation removal will be
appropriately mitigated to the extent that
these effects will be less than minor and
acceptable. No offsetting or
compensation is considered necessary.

Furthermore, the vegetation removal
represents a very small-scale loss of
vegetation and habitat, which can be
readily absorbed by the comparable and
expansive habitat present within the
immediate and wider Raetea Forest.

Tait have contacted mana whenua to
advise of the proposal and provide the
opportunity for discussion around any
cultural concerns they may have with the
proposal.
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Objectives and Policies ‘ Assessment

f) the potential for increased threats from pest
plants and animals;

g) any downstream adverse effects on waterbodies
and the coastal marine area;

h) where the area has been mapped or assessed
as a Significant Natural Areas:

i)  the extent to which the proposal will adversely
affect the ecological significance, values and
function of that area;

Jj) whether it is appropriate or practicable to use
biodiversity offsets or environmental biodiversity
compensation to address more than minor
residual adverse effects;

k) the location, scale and design of any proposed
development;

/) the extent of indigenous vegetation cover on the
site and whether it is practicable to avoid or
reduce the extent of indigenous vegetation
clearance;

the functional or operational needs of regionally
significant infrastructure;

n) any positive contribution any proposed
biodiversity offsets or environmental biodiversity
compensation will have on indigenous
biodiversity; and

o) any historical, spiritual or cultural association
held by tangata whenua, with regard to the
matters set out in Policy TW-P6.

Natural Features and Landscapes

Objectives

NFL-O2 Land use and subdivision in ONL and ONF is
consistent with and does not compromise the
characteristics and qualities of that landscape or feature.

NFL-O3 The ancestral relationships Tangata Whenua
has with the land is recognised and provided for as a part
of the characteristics and qualities of ONL and ONF.

Policies

NFL-P3 Avoid significant adverse effects and avoid,
remedy or mitigate other adverse effects of land use and
subdivision on the characteristics and qualities of ONL
and ONF outside the coastal environment.

NFL-P7 Prohibit land use that would result in any loss of
and/or destruction of the characteristics and qualities of
ONL and ONF.

NFL-P8 Manage land use and subdivision to protect
ONL and ONF and address the effects of the activity
requiring resource consent, including (but not limited to)
consideration of the following matters where relevant to
the application:

Consistent

The communications facility and
ancillary activities are proposed within a
Outstanding Natural Landscape Overlay
which comprises of the Maungataniwha
range and encompasses the Raetea
Forest.

The proposal has an operational need to
be located above-ground and in elevated
locations such as that proposed to
provide effective emergency services
coverage to the immediate and wider
surrounding area.

The foregoing assessment of effects
undertaken in Section 7.0 of this report
above determined that the proposal will
have less than minor adverse visual and
landscape effects, and that no significant
adverse effects will arise from the
proposal.

The proposed facility has been carefully
designed to ensure that the bulk and
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a)

b)
c)

d)

9)

h)

)]
k)
)

m)

the presence or absence of buildings, structures
or infrastructure;

the temporary or permanent nature of any
adverse effects;

the location, scale and design of any proposed
development;

any means of integrating the building, structure
or activity;
the ability of the environment to absorb change;

the need for and location of earthworks or
vegetation clearance;

the operational or functional need of any
regionally significant infrastructure to be sited in
the particular location;

any viable alternative locations for the activity or
development outside the landscape or feature;
any historical, spiritual or cultural association

held by tangata whenua, with regard to the
matters set out in Policy TW-P6;

the characteristics and qualities of the landscape
or feature;
the physical and visual integrity of the landscape
or feature;

the natural landform and processes of the
location; and

any positive contribution the development has on
the characteristics and qualities.

footprint of the proposed infrastructure is
the minimum extent necessary to
provide efficient emergency services
coverage and the new infrastructure will
be located near to existing infrastructure
and a helicopter landing area to cluster
infrastructure to a small-scale portion of
the expansive Raetea Forest.

Due to the isolated location of the
proposed facility and undulating nature
of the Raetea Forest, the proposed
facility will not be visible from the wider
surrounding environment, and views of
the facility by trampers utilising the
Mangamuka Tramping Track will be
fleeting in nature and not detract from
the overall sense of naturalness
experienced along this hiking trail.

The vegetation removal proposed to
construct the facility will be the minimum
extent necessary, and there are
opportunities for specific areas for
removal, such as in front and below the
solar arrays, to naturally regenerate to
low height species.

The foregoing assessment of effects in
Section 7.0 of this report above
determined that ecological effects of the
proposed vegetation removal will be
appropriately mitigated to the extent that
these effects will be less than minor and
acceptable.

Furthermore, the vegetation removal
represents a very small-scale loss of
vegetation and habitat, which can be
readily absorbed by the comparable and
expansive habitat present within the
immediate and wider Raetea Forest.

Tait have contacted mana whenua to
advise of the proposal and provide the
opportunity for discussion around any
cultural concerns mana whenua may
have in relation to the proposal.

Overall, the proposal is consistent to be consistent with the relevant objectives and policies
of the PDP.

8.3.7

Weighting

An assessment of weighting is only relevant if the outcomes under the operative and
proposed provisions are different. In this case, as the outcomes are the same, no weighting
is required.
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8.3.8 Conclusion

The above assessments demonstrate that the proposal is consistent with the relevant
provisions of the relevant statutory documents.

8.4 Section 104(1)(c) (Other matters)

In addition to the matters of regard covered under subsections (1)(a), (ab) and (b),
subsection (1)(c) states that consideration must be given to "any other matters that the
consent authority considers relevant and reasonably necessary to determine the
application."

There are no other matters relevant to this application.
9.0 Other relevant sections of the Act

9.1 Sections 107G and 108 (Proposed conditions of consent)

As identified in the preceding assessments, several conditions of consent are proposed to
avoid, remedy or mitigate the potential adverse effects of the proposed activity on the
environment. It is anticipated that the consent authority will adopt conditions relating to the
mitigation measures inherent in the application as described in Section 3.0 of this report
above.

It is requested that draft conditions of consent are shared to SLR in advance of a decision
being made on the application.

9.2 Section 125 (Lapsing of consent)

Section 125 prescribes a standard consent period of five years in which all works must be
undertaken, but this may be amended as deemed appropriate by the consent authority. It is
requested that the standard five-year period be applied in this case.

9.3 Section 35 (Monitoring charges)

Under section 35, the consent authority is required to monitor the exercise of resource
consents. Given the limited scale of the proposed activity, and because all mitigation
measures are inherent within the application, it is considered that only a limited need for
monitoring exists. The Applicant accepts a reasonable monitoring fee in accordance with the
consent authority’s monitoring fee system and that the consent authority may carry out its
monitoring functions by way of inspections of the site during development of the proposal.

10.0 Notification assessment

10.1 Public notification assessment

Section 95A of the Act requires the consent authority to follow specific steps to determine
whether to publicly notify an application. An assessment of the application against these
steps is provided below.

10.1.1  Step 1: Mandatory public notification in certain circumstances

An application must be publicly notified if it meets any of the criteria under section 95A(3):
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(3) (a)the applicant has requested that the application be publicly notified:
(b) public notification is required under section 95C:

(c) the application is made jointly with an application to exchange recreation reserve land
under section 15AA of the Reserves Act 1977.

The Applicant does not request public notification and the application is not made jointly with
an application to exchange recreation reserve land.

Therefore, Step 1 does not apply, and Step 2 must be considered.

10.1.2 Step 2: Public notification precluded in certain circumstances

An application must not be publicly notified if it meets any of the criteria under section
95A(5):

(5) (a)the application is for a resource consent for 1 or more activities, and each activity is
subject to a rule or national environmental standard that precludes public notification:

(b) the application is for a resource consent for 1 or more of the following, but no other,
activities:

(i) a controlled activity:

(iif) a restricted discretionary, discretionary, or non-complying activity, but only if the
activity is a boundary activity:

None of these criteria apply to the application.

Therefore, Step 2 does not apply, and Step 3 must be considered.

10.1.3 Step 3: Public notification required in certain circumstances

An application must be publicly notified if it meets any of the criteria under section 95A(8):

(8) (a)the application is for a resource consent for 1 or more activities, and any of those
activities is subject to a rule or national environmental standard that requires public
notification:

(b) the consent authority decides, in accordance with section 95D, that the activity will have
or is likely to have adverse effects on the environment that are more than minor.

There is no rule or national environmental standard that requires public notification.
However, an assessment of adverse effects on the environment is required.

10.1.3.1 Adjacent land

With respect to section 95D(a), the land identified in pink in Figure 8 below is considered to
be the land adjacent to the proposal and has been excluded for the purposes of the public
notification assessment.
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Figure 8: Aerial image identifying subject site in yellow and adjacent land in pink. Red
star identified proposed facility location (source: Grip)

Part Maungataniwha West 2 Block

Part
Kauriputete
1 Block

[ Lot 1 DP 92248

|
/ il
Part Kauriputete 2 Block J'

Part Takahue 2 Block

The assessment of environmental effects undertaken in Section 7.0 of this report concluded
that the proposed activity will have less than minor effects on the environment as a whole.
When excluding adjacent land and positive effects, the adverse effects of the proposed
activity on the environment will be less than minor.

Therefore, Step 3 does not apply, and Step 4 must be considered.

10.1.4 Step 4: Public notification in special circumstances

Under section 95A(9), an application must be publicly notified if the consent authority
determines that “special circumstances” exist, notwithstanding that Steps 1 to 3 do not
require or preclude public notification.

Special circumstances are not defined by the Act. Case law has, however, identified special
circumstances as being “outside the common run of things which is exceptional, abnormal or
unusual, but less than extraordinary or unique. A special circumstance would be one which
makes notification desirable despite the general provisions excluding the need for
notification.” The consent authority should also be satisfied that public notification may elicit
additional information on those aspects of the proposal which require resource consent.

However, special circumstances must be more than:

o where the consent authority has had an indication that people want to make
submissions;

o the fact that a large development is proposed; or

2 Far North District Council v Te Runanga-a-iwi o Ngati Kahu [2013] NZCA 221 at [36] and [37].

3
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¢ the fact that some persons have concerns about the proposal.

It is considered that no special circumstances exist that require the application being publicly
notified, as the proposal is not considered to be controversial nor does it contain unique
characteristics that warrant public notification of the application.

10.1.5 Public notification summary

From the assessment above it is considered that the application does not need to be publicly
notified, but an assessment of limited notification is required.

10.2 Limited notification assessment

If the consent authority determines not to publicly notify an application, it must then follow
the steps of section 95B of the Act to determine whether to give limited notification of the
application. An assessment of the application against these steps is provided below.

10.2.1 Step 1: Certain affected groups and affected persons must be notified

An application must be limited notified to the relevant persons if it meets the criteria under
sections 95B(2) to 95B(4):

(2) (a)affected protected customary rights groups; or

(b) affected customary marine title groups (in the case of an application for a resource
consent for an accommodated activity).

(3) (a)whether the proposed activity is on or adjacent to, or may affect, land that is the subject
of a statutory acknowledgement made in accordance with an Act specified in Schedule
11; and

(b) whether the person to whom the statutory acknowledgement is made is an affected
person under section 95E.

(4) Notify the application to each affected group identified under subsection (2) and each
affected person identified under subsection (3).

There are no protected customary rights groups or customary marine title groups or statutory
acknowledgement areas that are relevant to this application.

Therefore, Step 1 does not apply, and Step 2 must be considered.

10.2.2 Step 2: Limited notification precluded in certain circumstances

An application must not be limited notified to any persons if it meets any of the criteria under
section 95B(6):

(6) (a)the application is for a resource consent for 1 or more activities, and each activity is
subject to a rule or national environmental standard that precludes limited notification:

(b) the application is for a controlled activity (but no other activities) that requires a resource
consent under a district plan (other than a subdivision of land).

None of these criteria apply to the application.

Therefore, Step 2 does not apply, and Step 3 must be considered.
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10.2.3 Step 3: Certain other affected persons must be notified

Other affected persons must be notified in the following circumstances specified by section
95B(7) and (8):

(7) Inthe case of a boundary activity, determine in accordance with section 95E whether an
owner of an allotment with an infringed boundary is an affected person.

(8) In the case of any other activity, determine whether a person is an affected person in
accordance with section 95E.

The proposal is not for a boundary activity.

In deciding whether a person is an affected person under section 95E, the consent authority
under section 95E(2):

(2) (a)may disregard an adverse effect of an activity on a person if a rule or national
environmental standard permits an activity with that effect;

(b) must disregard an adverse effect that does not relate to a matter for which a rule or
environmental standard reserves control or restricts discretion; and

(c) must have regard to every relevant statutory acknowledgement made in accordance with
a statute set out in Schedule 11 of the Act.

With respect to sections 95B(8) and 95E, the assessment of environmental effects
undertaken in Section 7.0 of this report found that the potential adverse effects on the
environment will be less than minor. For the reasons addressed in that assessment and
given the remote location of the facility it is not considered there are any persons who may
be potentially affected.

Therefore, no persons will be affected to a minor or more than minor degree.

10.2.3.1 Statutory acknowledgements

With respect to section 95E(2)(c), when deciding who is an affected person, the consent
authority must have regard to every relevant statutory acknowledgement made in
accordance with an Act that is specified under Schedule 11. Those named in that schedule
are affected if the adverse effects are minor or more than minor.

There are no statutory acknowledgements that are relevant to this application.

10.2.3.2 Step 3 summary
Overall, there are no affected persons.
Therefore, Step 3 does not apply, and Step 4 must be considered.

10.2.4 Step 4: Further notification in special circumstances

As required by section 95B(10), the consent authority must determine the following:

(10) Determine whether special circumstances exist in relation to the application that warrant
notification of the application to any other persons not already determined to be eligible for
limited notification under this section (excluding persons assessed under section 95E as not

being affected persons).
3
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The proposal is for a [briefly summarise the proposal] and a consideration of adverse effects
on any person has been undertaken under Step 3 where it was concluded that these are
less than minor.

Therefore, there are no other persons who should be limited notified.

10.2.5 Limited notification assessment summary

Overall, from the assessment undertaken, Steps 1 to 4 do not apply and there are no
affected persons.

10.3 Notification assessment conclusion

Pursuant to sections 95A to 95G of the Act, it is recommended that the application is non-
notified based on the following reasons:

e Step 1 of section 95A: Public notification is not mandatory.
e Step 2 of section 95A: Public notification is not precluded.

o Step 3 of section 95A: Public notification is not required as the specified
circumstances do not apply, including that the adverse effects on the environment
will not be more than minor.

e Step 4 of section 95A: No special circumstances exist that require public notification.

o Step 1 of section 95B: There are no certain affected groups or persons who must be
limited notified.

e Step 2 of section 95B: Limited notification is not precluded.

e Step 3 of section 95B: There are no certain other affected persons who must be
limited notified.

e Step 4 of section 95B: No special circumstances exist that require limited notification
to any other persons.

11.0 Part 2 of the Act

Section 5 identifies the purpose of the Act as being the sustainable management of natural
and physical resources. This means managing the use of natural and physical resources in a
way that enables people and communities to provide for their social, cultural and economic
well-being while sustaining those resources for future generations, protecting the life
supporting capacity of ecosystems, and avoiding, remedying or mitigating adverse effects on
the environment.

Section 6 of the Act sets out several matters of national importance, including:

(b) the protection of outstanding natural features and landscapes from inappropriate
subdivision, use, and development; and

(c) the protection of areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats
of indigenous fauna.

The communications facility and ancillary activities are proposed within an Outstanding
Landscape and involves the temporary and permanent clearance within a Significant Natural
Area. The foregoing assessment of effects and statutory assessments contained in Sections
7.0 and 8.0 of this report determined that the actual and potential adverse effects of the
proposal on the site’s landscape, visual and ecological values will be appropriately mitigated
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and that the proposal aligns with the relevant statutory documents. Accordingly, | proposal is
considered to align with section 6 of the RMA.

Section 7 identifies a number of "other matters" to be given particular regard to in the
consideration of any assessment for resource consent, including:

(b) the efficient use and development of natural and physical resources:

(c) the maintenance and enhancement of amenity values:

(d) intrinsic values of ecosystems:

(f) maintenance and enhancement of the quality of the environment:

(g) any finite characteristics of natural and physical resources:

(j) the benefits to be derived from the use and development of renewable energy.

The proposal is considered to align with the above section 7 matters as the proposed
communications facility will have a small-scale footprint that will not impact on the underlying
biodiversity, amenity or landscape values of the Raetea Forest nor affect the recreational
use of hiking trails. On-site renewable electricity supply will be provided to the proposed
facility due to the remote and isolated nature of the facility’s location.

Section 8 requires the consent authority to take into account the principles of the Treaty of
Waitangi, and this has also informed our assessment under section 104.

Overall, the application is considered to be consistent with the relevant provisions of Part 2,
as expressed through the objectives, policies and rules that we reviewed in earlier sections
of this application. Given this consistency, it is concluded that the proposal achieves the
purposes of sustainable management set under section 5.

12.0 Conclusion

Tait Systems NZ Ltd seeks resource consent to establish, operate, and maintain a
communication facility at Part Kauriputete 1 Block and Part Takahue 2 Block, and forming
part of the Raetea Forest Conservation Park, Northland (coordinates: -35.21606,
173.41803).

In terms of section 104(1)(a) of the Act, the actual and potential effects of the proposed
activity on the environment will be less than minor and acceptable as assessed discussed in
sections 7.0 and 8.0 of this report.

The proposed activity will also generate positive effects, particularly improved resiliency in
emergency situations such as disaster events by providing coverage for First Responders,
which will contribute to the health and safety of people and communities.

In terms of section 104(1)(b) of the Act, the proposal is considered to be consistent with the
intent of the National Environmental Standards for Telecommunication Facilities, the relevant
national direction documents relating to infrastructure, renewable electricity generation and
indigenous biodiversity, and consistent with the relevant objective and policy frameworks of
both the Far North Operative District Plan and Proposed District Plan — Notified Version.

It is also considered that the proposal will have less than minor adverse effects on the wider
environment, no persons will be adversely affected by the proposal and no special
circumstances exist. As such, the application does not need to publicly or limited notified.
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Hence, in accordance with section 104B in relation to discretionary activities, it is considered
appropriate for consent to be granted on a non-notified basis, subject to fair and reasonable
conditions.
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	NESC consent number: 
	Other consent number: 
	Check Box8: no
	Check Box9: no
	Fuel storage system: Off
	Subdividing land: Off
	Changing land use: Off
	Disturbing/removing: Off
	Check Box10: Yes
	Check Box11: Yes
	Billing - name: Tait Systems NZ Limited c/o SLR Consulting New Zealand
	Billing detail - postcode: 1010
	Billing-post_details_1: 201 Victoria Street West
	Billing-post_details_2: Auckland Central
	Billing-post_details_3: (Note: Please send invoices via email)
	Billing - daytime phone: 0276662881
	Billing - email: Jessica.Andrews@slrconsulting.com
	Billing - home phone: N/A
	Billing-post_details_4: 
	Declaration name: Jessica Andrews
	Declaration Date: 24-Feb-2026
	Billing declaration - name: Jessica Andrews
	Billing declaration - auth date: 25/02/2026
	Check Box12: Off
	Check Box13: Off
	Check Box14: Yes
	Check Box15: Off
	Check Box16: Yes
	Check Box17: Yes
	Check Box18: Yes
	Check Box19: Off
	Check Box20: Yes
	Check Box21: Off
	Check Box22: Yes
	Check Box23: Off
	Check Box24: Off
	Check Box25: Off


