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PART 3 — AREA-SPECIFIC MATTERS / PRECINCTS / Horticulture Precinct

Horticulture precinct

Overview

The district's subtropical climate, soils and access to water provide for a wide range of existing and potential horticulture
activities. Kerikeri and Waipapa both have land that has productive soil and climate characteristics is—orhas-the-peotential
to-behighly productive versatile-seils, access to irrigation networks and established supporting horticultural infrastructure,
which provides ideal conditions for undertaking productive horticultural activities.

Kerikeri and Waipapa are experiencing growth in the horticulture sector with increased interest from growers across the
country because of these characteristics that make the land highly productive and the comparative price of land per
hectare. Land within this area of horticulture is under pressure from fragmentation, a buoyant housing market and high
growth in this part of the district. This has a significant effect on the horticulture sector's ability to grow and has resulted in
the loss of existing horticulture activities. It also has resulted in reverse sensitivity issues between horticultural operations
and residential sensitive activities, due to concerns over chemical use, scale of operations and noise for example.

The purpose of the Herticultural-zene Horticulture precinct is to protect this area for horticultural activities for the benefit of
current and future generations. Activities in the Horticulture zere precinct provide a significant contribution to the district's
economic well-being in terms of gross domestic product, jobs and flow on-benefits to the rural economy. Fhis zene The
Horticulture precinct will support the sustainable growth of this sector and ensure that Kerikeri and Waipapa's productive

land resource highly-produstive-land (plusLUC 4-land-that-has-the potential- to-be-highly produstive)-and irrigation networks

are protected for horticulture activities.

Council has a responsibility under the RMA, the NPS-HPL and the NRPS to protect highly productive land versatile-seils,
prevent fragmentation and sterilisation of this land, and protect primary production activities from reverse sensitivity. While
there may be tensions with landowners wanting the ability to subdivide and/or use the land for purposes other than
horticulture within the Horticulture_precinct zene, this should be avoided unless there is a greater public benefit in doing
SO.

The objectives, policies, rules and standards of the underlying Rural Production zone apply in addition to any relevant
provisions of the Horticulture precinct, except that:

e The only Rural Production zone objectives and policies that apply to the Horticulture precinct are RPROZ-04,
RPROZ-P4 and RPROZ-P7.

e All Horticulture precinct rules with the same activity description prevail over the equivalent Rural Production zone
rules.

e All Rural Production zone standards apply to the Horticulture precinct, with the exception of PREC1-S1: Building
or structure coverage, which prevails over RPROZ-S5.

The underlying Rural Production zone rules and standards shall apply when the Horticulture precinct chapter does not
state a precinct rule or standard for the same activity.

Objectives

HZ PREC1-O1 The Horticulture precinct zene is managed to ensure its current and long-term protection and availability
for horticultural activities by enabling and prioritising horticultural, farming and ancillary activities over
other actwn‘ues that do not have a funct|onal need to locate in the precinct.-and-its-long-term-protectionfor

HzZ-02

HZ PREC1-023 | Consider land use and subdivision in the Horticulture precinct zene:
a. avoids land sterilization or fragmentation that reduces the potential for land in the precinct highly
wedaetwe—land—er—l:UGA—land to be used for a hortlculture actlwty or other farmlnq activity; and

C. av0|ds any reverse sensmwty effects that may constraln the effectlve and eff|C|ent operatlon of

primary-production horticulture or other farming activities;

d. does not exacerbate any natural hazards;

e. maintains-therural-characterand-amenity-of the zone;
f

g

. is able to be serviced by on-site infrastructure; and
. only enables the maintenance, operation, or upgrade of existing activities if the loss of highly
productive land from those activities is minimised.
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Policies
HZ PREC1-P1 Identify a Horticulture precinct zere in the Kerikeri/Waipapa area using the following criteria. Either:

a. theland has:
i presence-of-highly productive-land erbUC41and soil and climate characteristics that
make it suitable for horticultural use;
ii. access to a water source, such as an irrigation scheme or dam able to support
horticultural use; and
iii. infrastructure available to support horticultural use;_or
b. the land provides an effective buffer to manage reverse sensitivity effects on horticultural
activities.

HZ PREC1-P2

Avoid land use that:
a. is incompatible with the purpose, function and character of the Horticulture precinct zene;
b. will result in the Ioss of productlve capaC|ty or compromlse the use, of land in the Hortlculture

d- does not have a functional need to be located in the Horticulture precinct Horticultural zone and is
more appropriately located outside of the precinct. in-anetherzone; and

e. does not minimise the loss of highly productive land erLUC 4 land when maintaining, operating or
upgrading an existing activity.

HZPREC1-P3

Enable horticulture, farming and associated ancillary activities that support the function of the Horticulture
precinct zene, where:

a. adverse effects are contained on site to the extent practicable; and

b. they are able to be serviced by onsite infrastructure.

HZ PREC1-P4

Ensure residential sensitive activities are designed and located to avoid-er-otherwise-mitigate; reverse
sensitivity effects on horticulture and farming activities, including adverse effects associated with dust,
noise, spray drift and potable water collection.

HZPREC1-P5

Manage Avoid the subd|V|S|on ef—land in the Hortlculture Qrecmc zone that to:

C. fraqments Iand mto parcel sizes that are no Ionqer able to support hortlculture and other farming
activities, taking into account:
i. the type of horticulture or farmlnq proposed

iii. whether smaller land parcels can support the proposed horticulture or farming activity

due to the 30|I characterlstlcs of the pFeseneeuef—mng—pFedHGWe—land-er—I:UM land;

e. does not enable a suitable building platform for a future residential unit;
f. results in reverse sensitivity effects on existing horticultural or other farming activities; and
g. ensure-there-is-provision-of does not provide appropriate onsite infrastructure.

HZ PREC1-P6

Encourage the amalgamation or boundary adjustments of Herticulture-zened land in the Horticulture
precinct where this assist horticultural activities to be herticultural-astivities more viable on the land.

HZ-P7
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Note: HZ R ici .

structures and crop-support structures..

HZPREC1-
R13

Residential activity

Horticulture

Activity status: Permitted

Activity status where compliance not

precinct achieved with PER-1 Discretionary
zone Where:
PER-1
The number of residential units on a site does not exceed
one.
HZ-R4 Home business—
Horticul A ctivi I p itted A cbing } "
zone - achieved-with PER-1or PER-2, PER-3-or
) Di i
PER-1 -
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I : | | licof
Horticul P .p itted A ctivi } "
HZ-R6 Rural-produce retail
Horticul L. . . L -
_‘ BRI RS “Glt'."t* SI ta_tkllspuEllee GEP"E"QRI'EZ":GEE."Et .
Where:— -
PER-1
The-activity-does-not-exceed-GBA-of 100m?-and-is-setback
e £ 30m £ . ot |
than-aroad boundary—
PER-2
b ¢ I .
exceed-onepersite:
HZPREC1- | Rural produce manufacturing
R27
Horticulture | Activity status: Permitted Activity status where compliance not
precinct achieved with PER-1, PER-2 or PER-3:
zone Where: Discretionary
PER-1
The building does not exceed GFA of 100m?2.
PER-2
The number of rural manufacturing operations does not
exceed one per site.
PER-3
All manufacturing, altering, repairing, dismantling or
processing of any materials or articles is carried out within
a building or screened from residential units on adjoining
properties.
Horticul Activity st - p itted A cbing } i
HZPREC1- | Garden centres ancillary to the horticulture activity occurring on site
R39
Horticulture | Activity status: Permitted Activity status where compliance not
precinct achieved with PER-1 or PER-2:
zone Where: Discretionary
PER-1
The retail component of the garden centre does not
exceed GBA of 100m? and is setback a minimum of 30m
from any internal boundary.
PER-2
Retail sales are limited to the sale of product grown on the
site.
HZPREC1- [Plant and food research
R440
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Horticulture

precinct
zone

Activity status: Permitted
Where:

PER-1

The research is to support the horticulture sector and
requires crop growing and research facilities on the same
site.

Activity status where compliance not
achieved with PER-1: Discretionary

The visitor accommodation is undertaken within a
residential unit.

DIS-2
The occupancy does not exceed 10 guests per night.

DIS-3
The site does not share access with another site.

HZPREC1- Artificial crop protection structures and crop support structures
R5X
Horticulture | Activity Status: Permitted Activity status where compliance with PER-
precinct 1 not achieved: Restricted Discretionary
Zone Where:
Matters of discretion are restricted to:
PER-1
The establishment of a new, or expansion of an existing, a. The potential adverse visual effects
artificial crop protection structure or crop support structure, (including glare) on neighbouring
where: properties-or road users;
b. Visual mitigation measures such as
1. The height of the structure does not exceed 6m landscaping or other screening;
above ground level; c. Effects on the rural character and
2. The structure is set back at least 13m from all site amenity of the surrounding area
boundaries;
a-differentcolou Hhay be u.sed ",“eﬂ : PFOVE-0 M £ di . . I to:
the OWROHS)-0 t. et ed_atel_. adioining property o
e _ead €0 It'e" g aithority (; b e_e.w ‘ di ) ¢ infri
standard:
PER-2
€ NEW O eXPaNSIon o1 af existing-artificia SHOP
with-standards:
HZ-S2 Height | Lot
HZPREC1- | Visitor accommodation
R612
Horticulture | Activity status: Discretionary Activity status where compliance not
precinct achieved with DIS-1, DIS-2 or DIS-3:
zone Where: Non-complying
DIS-1
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HZPREC1- | Educational facility
R743
Horticulture | Activity status: Discretionary Activity status where compliance not
precinct achieved with DIS-1, DIS-2 or DIS-3:
zone Where: Non-complying

DIS-1

The educational facility is undertaken within a residential

unit.

DIS-2

Hours of operation are between:

1. 7am-8pm Monday to Friday.
2. 8am-8pm Weekends and public holidays.

DIS-3

The number of students attending at one time does not

exceed four, excluding those who reside onsite.
HZPREC1- |Rural industry
R814
Horticulture | Activity status: Discretionary Activity status where compliance not
precinct achieved: Not applicable
zone Note: Rural Produce Manufacturing is controlled by

PREC1-R2 HZR7
HZPREC1- | Rural tourism activity
R945
Horticulture | Activity status: Discretionary Activity status where compliance not
precinct achieved: Not applicable
Zzone
PREC1-R10 | Papakainga housing
Horticulture | Activity status: Discretionary Activity status where compliance not
precinct achieved: Not applicable
PREC1-R11 | Minor residential unit
Horticulture | Activity status: Discretionary Activity status where compliance not
precinct achieved: Not applicable
PREC1-R12 | Mineral prospecting and exploration
Horticulture | Activity status: Discretionary Activity status where compliance not
precinct achieved: Not applicable
PREC1-R13 | Emergency service facility
Horticulture | Activity status: Discretionary Activity status where compliance not
precinct achieved: Not applicable
PREC1-R14 | Cemeteries / Urupa
Horticulture | Activity status: Discretionary Activity status where compliance not
precinct achieved: Not applicable
PREC1-R15 | Catteries and dog boarding kennels
Horticulture | Activity status: Discretionary Activity status where compliance not
precinct achieved: Not applicable
PREC1-R16 | Recreation activity
Horticulture | Activity status: Discretionary Activity status where compliance not
precinct achieved: Not applicable
HZ-R16 N FRE } iseli L in this c}
Horticul A ctivg - Di . A cting | ki

Page 7 of 11




Hearings Panel Recommendation — Recommendation Report 9

Appendix 2.2 — Horticulture Precinct 31/03/2026
HZ-RY E . £ existi iak-activi

Horticul A ctivg - Di . A cting | i

Zone - achieved: Not applicable-

HZ-RZ E . £ existing ind ialactivi

Horticul A ctivg . Di . Acting | i

Zone = achieved: Not applicable
HZPREC1- | Community facility

R17

Horticulture | Activity status: Non-complying Activity status where compliance not
precinct achieved: Not applicable

zone

HZ-R18 Retirement-village-

Horticul P N i A et } i
HZ-R19 c ialactivi ; ise listed itted i .

Horticul A ctivi N i A cbing } i
HZPREC1- |Industrial activity

R1820

Horticulture | Activity status: Non-complying Activity status where compliance not
precinct achieved: Not applicable

zone Note: Rural Produce Manufacturing is controlled by

PREC1-R2 and Rural Industry is controlled by PREC1-
R8

HZPREC1- |Intensive indoor and outdoor primary production

R1921

Horticulture | Activity status: Non-complying Activity status where compliance not
precinct achieved: Not applicable

Zzone

HZPREC1- |Commercial composting

R2022

Horticulture | Activity status: Non-complying Activity status where compliance not
precinct achieved: Not applicable

Zzone

HZ-R23 Offensive-trade

Horticul P N i A et } i
Horticul A ctivi N i A cbing } i
HZPREC1- | Mineral extraction activity

R2125

Horticulture | Activity status: Non-complying Activity status where compliance not
precinct achieved: Not applicable

Zzone

HZ-R26 Landfill

Horticul A ctivi N i A cbing } "
Standards
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HZ-$1

Horticulture
zone
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HZPREC1-
s15

Building or structure coverage

Horticulture

precinct
zone

The building or structure coverage of the site area is no
more than 12.5%.

This standard does not apply to:
i. crop protection covers; or
ii. tunnel and glass-greenhouses.

Where the standard is not met, matters of
discretion are restricted to:

a. the character and amenity values of the
surrounding area;

b. any landscaping, planting and screening
to mitigate any adverse effects;

c. the extent to which private open space
can be provided for future uses;

d. the extent to which the sitting, setback and
design mitigate visual dominance on
adjacent sites and surrounding
environment; and

e. natural hazard mitigation and site
constraints.
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HZ-SX Sensiti AT back f | Jaries of a Mi LE tion.Z
Horticul Sensiti AT : ital Wi | Jard i ¢
of a-Mineral-Extraction Zone— -
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