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Atua Māori Whakapapa Resources 
A series of visual resources capturing the whakapapa relationships between key atua Māori.  
A visual resource showing how atua Māori are connected through whakapapa. Assisting whānau and hapū 
understand these relationships and use them to interpret tohu and environmental shifts through and whakaaro and 
tirohanga Māori 

Purpose 

This resource supports tangata whenua to lead climate adaptation planning by grounding decision-making in 
whakapapa and mātauranga Māori. It encourages whānau, hapū, and iwi to begin by exploring their own kōrero tuku 
iho, atua connections, and local mātauranga. The examples provided are sourced from public whakapapa charts to 
assist those who may need inspiration to start the kōrero. 

Examples of Atua Māori Whakapapa & Taiao Relationships 

Whakapapa Chart 
Name 

Source Summary 

Papatūānuku’s 
Children 

https://teara.govt.nz/en/whakapapa/11430/papatuanukus-
children  

Shows how atua like 
Tāwhirimātea, Tangaroa, 
and Tāne are descended 
from Papatūānuku and 
Ranginui. 

Origins of Trees https://teara.govt.nz/en/whakapapa/11468/origins-of-
trees  

Details the origin of 
different trees and plants 
as descendants of Tāne. 

Whakapapa of Rocks 
and Stones 

https://teara.govt.nz/en/document/8877/whakapapa-of-
rocks-and-stones  

Links different rock types 
to atua, showing the 
genealogies of geological 
formations. 

Whakapapa (General 
Chart) 

https://teara.govt.nz/en/whakapapa/13900/whakapapa  A visual summary of the 
major atua and their 
descendants in 
environmental domains. 

Whakapapa of 
Putoto 

https://teara.govt.nz/en/whakapapa/9372/whakapapa-of-
putoto  

Shows the relationships 
between atua and 
intestinal organs, 
representing internal 
systems of living beings. 

Tangaroa’s 
Descendants 

https://teara.govt.nz/en/whakapapa/7952/tangaroas-
descendants  

Explores Tangaroa’s many 
offspring that inhabit the 
oceans and inland waters. 

Fish Genealogy https://teara.govt.nz/en/document/7389/fish-genealogy  A whakapapa of various 
fish types as descendants 
of Tangaroa. 

Genealogy of the 
Winds 

https://teara.govt.nz/en/whakapapa/8274/genealogy-of-
the-winds  

Traces the origins of 
different winds and their 
connection to 
Tāwhirimātea. 

The following videos are part of a series of resources designed to support understanding of atua Māori through 
pūrākau (traditional stories) and cultural narratives. 

Each video brings these cultural narratives to life, offering insight into the Māori worldview, including themes of 
creation, connection, knowledge, and identity. These narratives are vessels of mātauranga Māori (Māori 
knowledge), assisting tangata whenua to explore the deep relationships between people, the natural world, and 
atua Māori. 

https://teara.govt.nz/en/whakapapa/11430/papatuanukus-children
https://teara.govt.nz/en/whakapapa/11430/papatuanukus-children
https://teara.govt.nz/en/whakapapa/11468/origins-of-trees
https://teara.govt.nz/en/whakapapa/11468/origins-of-trees
https://teara.govt.nz/en/document/8877/whakapapa-of-rocks-and-stones
https://teara.govt.nz/en/document/8877/whakapapa-of-rocks-and-stones
https://teara.govt.nz/en/whakapapa/13900/whakapapa
https://teara.govt.nz/en/whakapapa/9372/whakapapa-of-putoto
https://teara.govt.nz/en/whakapapa/9372/whakapapa-of-putoto
https://teara.govt.nz/en/whakapapa/7952/tangaroas-descendants
https://teara.govt.nz/en/whakapapa/7952/tangaroas-descendants
https://teara.govt.nz/en/document/7389/fish-genealogy
https://teara.govt.nz/en/whakapapa/8274/genealogy-of-the-winds
https://teara.govt.nz/en/whakapapa/8274/genealogy-of-the-winds
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Tips for Using in 
Climate Planning 

Use these whakapapa examples to complement your local mātauranga. They can be printed, displayed at wānanga, 
or incorporated into your visual storytelling. Where possible, adapt them to reflect your own hapū-specific pūrākau. 
Encourage open kōrero and creative expression. 

Workshop Prompts 

Begin with a wānanga session inviting whānau to share their whakapapa of the taiao. Use the following questions to 
prompt kōrero: 

• What atua do you associate with our whenua, awa, or moana? 

• What pūrākau have been handed down about environmental change or guardianship? 

• Who are the kaitiaki that guide your actions in times of change? 

The Māori Gods: The Beginning of the Universe 
 

 
Ngā Atua Māori: Te Wehenga o Ranginui rāua ko 
Papatūānuku 

 
The Māori Gods: The Battle at Te Paerangi 

 

 
The Māori Gods: Tāne and the Baskets of Knowledge 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/116195693?embedded=false&source=video_title&owner=23703840
https://vimeo.com/119179031
https://vimeo.com/119177963?turnstile=0.M399MKfvwTuQMnCjZnbdyzWFG8ArhaoRdoq59GpaOxKnzVYiPBHOkd41NI9dkV49pKEfV6Pr4ssm7y_2Q_7gjkrmgAlI8phiGsimnHH8qVvRTELXDYWOs5uBlbTwQZ3o9AGBzhkozwdo_bfIrRsNxFgGGJt32dVRcIOizy9HaPbkMST-9QHFP76aJFY0fbk3g1N-iiqotydAEViU9jzPQECboBywDz78Rh2VcW8JRDAZc51Ouj3-BKR5bD-J6ZqV64caRr9nT3nWfqzAised4c4JhBIokBR2BrbBu3MmLANxTcZEhCUj4u7mnLOUsCElwrHZfQ951sSUZHgTrHN3V_P5Rtt1zG9HtiRZ4DV82Lp4tdt16vq94dE_bnsDWmd0eHSLQNwgKYEJeokiJkmQAFxLbcDoBYXXquDwR7y19wYDACPZmzCI5DYrBBigO259lZW2TrDttG-quUJAD2xPpnfK9h-08QqJy2F30U-LoQceFw1KoCY2oKqf8OCc86jaD5dtXFxuBS8pLMO3ug_6-NsUUflkl2_hRh4l2XikG6ufUeIE5p77UcvvIPwJZWe53PI99lBeN3nGZf7hqgmbxMEIQW9bFRZ7U9Aur124qbPtehsFZhIYWQCc-PnL7QeDaLRxk6DW5yOFFCT5Oi72IoBWa2qmJmX573LkeDymV8hxjXMqjOO12go0b9fSVlNBCbaTEqrdn0Smvu32bFa1SJpVpfuGN1kGrWHRDvcRjuNKefijYPfhfHgwIiQs-_r5VH89O9tV3KcLRrYxCUah-bGuGZbKsttEbgk4XzbSyA4Il4QzthP9ry90eUIzI9hXnhi_awI7zF40njwXPjlwrFLSQhKNyZ9hJBSPHYzaHcqMd4oFyDLCURuppyvkDVZ-.YQvQ3g1sWXluWmTXE77a7w.7d8b13e6647076ed30bb44b50a0e36bc4f4d97a13a01c8a8fc97ce492c8ba6b3
https://vimeo.com/173700654

