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Work starts on sports hub
Te Hiku Sports Hub Inc will start 
construction of phase two of a new  
sports hub in Kaitāia next month.  
The incorporated society has completed 
detailed structural, engineering, ventilation 
and other designs for the hub, which 
includes clubrooms, aquatic centre and 
gym. It has requested contractor pricing 
and will appoint a contractor to deliver 
foundation works later this month.  
Where possible, local contractors will be 
used, particularly for carpentry, joinery, 
cladding, electrical, lighting, plumbing, 
drainage, painting, access and security 
work. The Far North District Council 
completed phase one of the project, 
which included new playing fields, car 
parking and a 2km fitness circuit, in 2018. 
The Council is contributing $3 million to the 
project which has received funding from 
the Provincial Growth Fund, Foundation 
North, Northland Regional Council and 
Sport Northland. 
• Check out the Te Hiku Sports Hub Facebook page 

for more pictures and updates

Iwi bless water project

A bore site the Council is developing near Awanui.

Te Rarawa, Ngāi Takoto and Ngāti Kahu 
hapū Te Paatu will bless works, which  
will provide Kaitāia with a new water 
source, in May. The blessing at Sweetwater 
near Awanui signals the start of work on  
a 14km pipeline that will take water from 
an aquifer bore field to the Council’s water 
treatment plant in Okahu Road. It is 
estimated the new supply will provide  
up to 5,000 cubic metres of potable water 
per day, easing pressure on Kaitāia's main 
water source, the Awanui River. The Council 
aims to complete the pipeline and 
associated works later this year and 
commission the new water source before 
next summer. Having a supplementary 
water source for Kaitāia will reduce the 
need for water restrictions during  
dry summers.

Business park bears fruit

Works have started at a business park near Kaikohe.

One of the first tenants of the Ngāwhā 
Innovation and Enterprise Park the Council’s 
commercial company Far North Holdings Ltd 
(FNHL) is developing near Kaikohe has 
started construction work at the 
165-hectare park. Kaikohe Berryfruit Ltd is 
building 10 hectares of tunnel houses for 
hydroponic blackberries and raspberries. 
The business, a partnership between 
Maungatāpere Berries, Ngāpuhi Asset 
Holding Company and FNHL, aims to have 
80 full-time employees and 120 seasonal 
staff by the end of the year. It is one of 
five stage-one businesses that plan to 
collectively invest $40 million establishing 
operations at the park. Other businesses 
include Olivado, the world’s largest producer 
of extra-virgin, cold-pressed avocado oil.

Better waterfront planned 

A $13.3 million redevelopment of  
Paihia’s waterfront is progressing well. 
The Far North District Council’s commercial 
company Far North Holdings (FNHL) has 
started detailed design work for the project 
which includes the restoration of Horotutu 
Beach and new rock breakwaters to protect 
Paihia Wharf. A wave modelling report 
expected in the next few weeks will 
determine the shape and size of the 
breakwaters. FNHL has completed draft 
stormwater designs and has the results of 
test dredging and borehole sampling. It is 
finalising a dredging plan for the Paihia 
wharf approach. It aims to invite tenders 
for construction works in May. FNHL is 
funding the project with an $8 million Grant 
from the Provincial Growth Fund and $5.4 
million from Far North District Council.

An artist's impression of the new Te Hiku Sports 
Hub (above) and (left) Council road works, parking, 
drainage and lighting at the site are complete.

The project will restore Horotutu Beach at Paihia.



Working together at Taipā 
Far North District Council will work  
with Ngāti Kahu hapū and community 
representatives to find the best upgrade 
option for Taipā wastewater treatment 
plant. Under an agreement the Environment 
Court confirmed in March, the Council will 
partner with Te Rūnanga-a-Iwi o Ngāti 
Kahu, Te Mana o te Wai Hapū Integration 
Roopu Charitable Trust, and Clean Waters 
to the Sea Tokarau Moana Charitable Trust 
to find the most practical option for 
upgrading the wastewater treatment plant, 
which serves Mangōnui, Coopers Beach, 
Cable Bay and Taipā. The agreement 
follows a September 2019 appeal by the 
groups against a Northland Regional 
Council resource consent permitting the 
Council to continue discharging treated 
wastewater into a tributary of Te Wai o  
Te Parapara (Parapara Stream).  Hapū and 
members of the Doubtless Bay community 
have for years objected to the Council 

discharging treated wastewater into the 
stream. However, rather than pursue 
objections  to the consent in court, the 
parties have agreed to investigate, through 
a working group, the “best practicable 

option” for wastewater disposal with a 
particular focus on land-based disposal. 
The working group has already held its 
first meeting when key priorities and 
timelines were discussed.

New dog shelter for the north

Work continues at the new animal shelter in Kaitāia.

The Far North District Council is making 
good progress on the new northern animal 
shelter in Kaitāia. Work started on the $1.5 
million, purpose-built facility on Bonnetts 
Road in September last year and is due for 
completion in June. The shelter will hold up 
to 12 dogs, and have separate quarantining 
facilities for puppies and adult dogs, as well 
as exercise areas and veterinary and 
storage facilities. Far North District Council 
will decommission the existing northern 
shelter when the new facility opens. 

Creating great places

Artwork proposed for the former Warehouse 
building in central Kaitāia.

The $7 million Te Hiku Open Spaces 
Revitalisation project, which includes new 
walkways, cultural art, playground and 
park improvements, and street works in 
Kaitāia, Awanui and Ahipara, is underway. 
It is being funded through the Provincial 

Growth Fund after the Far North District 
Council and Far North Holdings Ltd 
secured more than $65 million in 
Provincial Growth Funding and COVID-19 
recovery funding for infrastructure 
projects across the district. The first 
phase of the Te Hiku project involves 
artwork in Kaitāia.

Maritime projects take shape
MANGŌNUI: Work on a redevelopment  
of the waterfront at Mangōnui is 
progressing, with geotechnical testing  
now complete. Information from the 
testing is being used to develop detailed 
designs of improvements which include 
extending the existing boardwalk and 
wharf areas, providing extra parking 
and installing pontoons. Walking and 
cycling tracks will also be built. Far  
North District Council received $1.5 
million in COVID-19 Response and 
Recovery funding to help with waterfront 
improvements.

PUKENUI: Work to replace a 50-year-old 
wharf at Pukenui is expected to start in 
June. The current wharf is used mostly  
by commercial fishermen and mussel 
farmers who provided feedback on the 
new design. The $2.5 million project is 
jointly funded by the Provincial Growth 
Fund ($1 million) and the Council  
($1.5 million). 

UNAHI: Designs for a new wharf at  
Unahi are complete. The project  
includes demolishing the existing wharf, 
installing a concrete pontoon, adding 
berthing piles and repairing the seawall. 
The project is being funded through a  
$1 million grant from the Provincial 
Growth Fund and $600,000 from Far  
North District Council. 

Road seal progressing

Sealing on section three of Peria Road is complete.

Work on the 6.3km Peria Road seal 
extension is on track with three of the 
project’s five sections complete. Work on 
section four has started with the aggregate 
overlay, rock wall construction and the 
pavement overlay underway. Section five 
has also started, with culvert replacements 
completed. The Council is funding the 
project from the Provincial Growth Fund.

Dealing with dusty roads

Pavement stabilisation on Church Road.

The Far North District Council is sealing a 
2km section of Church Road near Kaitāia.  
Church Road was one of six metal roads 
the Council decided to seal in 2019 as part 
of its dust mitigation programme. The 
Council used a prioritisation matrix to select 
the roads and the Northland Transportation 
Alliance developed a business case for Waka 
Kotahi NZ Transport Agency subsidies.  

Te Hiku Ward

A working group has been established to find the best upgrade option for Taipā wastewater treatment plant.



Better play facilities for youth
Two significant upgrades to facilities  
at Kerikeri Domain are poised to begin.  
Work at the skateboard park and 
basketball courts will start as soon as 
resource consent is secured and timelines 
confirmed. The skateboard park will be 
expanded to cover about 1200 square 
metres, and a new basketball court with 
ball screens at each end will be built. 
Community engagement and planning for  
a play space at the former pavilion site, 
perimeter path and landscaping are 
continuing. The Council is funding  
the improvements from a $3 million 
Provincial Growth Fund grant to deliver 
amenities identified in the Kerikeri  
Domain Reserve Management Plan.   
A working group that includes Elected 
Members and Council staff developed  
a concept plan with Domain user groups 
and unveiled this plan at a community 
barbecue in February.

Sewerage plant completed 

The new plant is 4km south-east of central Kerikeri.

Kerikeri’s new wastewater treatment plant 
is now working and ready to treat sewage 
from 1,400 businesses and households. 
The Council commissioned the new plant 
last year and started connecting homes 
and businesses to the expanded sewerage 
network in December. Contractors will 
start to decommission the existing plant  
in Shepherd Road when this work is 
completed. The new plant is able to treat 
1000 cubic metres of wastewater a day, 
which is three times the capacity of the 
current plant. It can also be expanded  
to treat up to 2000 cubic metres of 
wastewater a day as Kerikeri grows.

New lights for Kerikeri Rd 
Kerikeri Road will get new street lights  
to improve safety. The work includes 
converting existing street lights along the 
road to low-maintenance and energy-
efficient LEDs, while another 49 new light 
columns with LEDs will also be installed.

Better access for boaties 

The new parking area at Windsor Landing boat 
ramp near Kerikeri.

Long-awaited coastal access for boaties 
on the south side of Kerikeri Inlet is due 
for completion this month.  The Far 
North District Council and Far North 
Holdings Ltd are developing public 
access to a concrete boat ramp, jetty 
and floating pontoon a developer built 
at Rangitoto (Windsor Landing) 19 
years ago.  Contractors have dredged 
the approach to the boat ramp, 
widened a 90-metre section of nearby 
Inlet Road and formed the access road 
and carpark, which will cater for 20 
boat trailers.  They are installing 
stormwater systems ahead of final 
sealing work.  The budget for the 
project is $840,000.

RANGITANE: Final concept plans for  
a $4.2 million upgrade and expansion 
of maritime facilities at Rangitane  
on the Kerikeri Inlet have won the 
support of local hapū Ngāti Rēhia.  
The Council and Far North Holdings Ltd 
are building a double-width boat ramp 
and launching pontoon along with  
16 trailer parks and 12 car parks.  
There are also plans to upgrade  
the existing jetty.

Work starts on sports hub
Physical work has started on a road 
entrance for the new Bay of Islands Sports 
Hub at Waipapa, with the removal of large 
shelter belt trees along a 150-metre stretch 
of State Highway 10. Removal of the trees 
will enable realignment work on the 
highway, allowing traffic to safely enter 
and exit the sports complex. The trees will 
be logged and stacked for a year on-site  
to allow the wood to season. Far North 
District Council will then seek expressions 
of interest from community groups keen 
to chop the logs into firewood for their 
fundraising efforts. The Council will also 
replant the area with native trees. The 
Council's project team has met with 
neighbours to inform them of the tree 
removal and other planned works.  
These include the construction of a 
carpark, changing rooms and the first  
five sports fields. The Council is partly 
funding the works with a $2 million grant 
from the Government's COVID Response  
and Recovery Fund.

Improving our rural roads
The Far North District Council is  
sealing and upgrading a 5km section  
of Ngāpipito Road near Moerewa to  
make the logging route more resilient  
to storms and floods. Contractors have 
completed pavement and slip repair 
designs and drainage works are  
underway.  The Council aims to  
complete earthworks and drainage  
before winter, allowing pavement  
work to be staged and ready for final  
surfacing later in the year. The Council  
is funding the works with a Provincial 
Growth Fund grant.

Bay of Islands-Whangaroa Ward

Find out more about the upgrades at the Kerikeri Domain Revitalisation Project page on the FNDC website.



HE ARA TĀMATA 
CREATING GREAT PLACES
Supporting our people

News updates about the Far North District Council
z

New water source for Kaikohe
The Far North District Council is a little 
closer to securing a new water source for 
Kaikohe. Contractors have completed 
drilling of a new, 120-metre bore at 
Tokareireia (Monument Hill). They are 
analysing the results of pump tests to 
gauge how much water the bore can 
sustainably produce, as well as the effects 
the bore will have on the aquifer and 
nearby springs. The Council will include this 
information in its resource consent 
application to the Northland Regional 
Council which regulates the use of 
groundwater. The Council aims to 
commission the bore before next summer, 
providing Kaikohe with a third water source 
that could meet up to 45% of its water 
needs. The Council has had to restrict the 
use of water in Kaikohe during recent 
summers because of low flows in the 
town’s main water source, Wairoro Stream.  

Work is right on track 
The Council is finishing a new, 940-metre 
long footpath linking SH12 at Ōmapere 
to popular walking tracks on Signal Station 
Road at the south head of Hokianga 
Harbour. The 1.5m-wide concrete path 
includes a 54m timber boardwalk and 
completes pedestrian links to the Martins 
Bay Track and Waimamaku Coastal Track. 
The project is jointly funded by Far North 
District Council and the Government 
through its COVID-19 worker 
redeployment programme.

The new footpath will link SH12 at Ōmapere to  
popular walking tracks.

Footpath to improve safety 

Waianga Place leading to Opononi Area School.

Ōmapere pedestrians will be safer 
following the construction of a new, 
110-metre footpath along Waianga Place 
and renewal of an existing footpath along 
State Highway 12. The work is due for 
completion this month.

Community plan for Kohukohu

Kohukohu’s aspirations are outlined in a new plan.

The Hokianga community of Kohukohu has 
confirmed itself as a leader in community 
planning. In 2008, the historic harbour town 
was the first in the Far North to deliver a 
community development plan. It has 
completed a full review of that original 
vision document and delivered another 
first for the Far North — a community plan 
written in both Te Reo and English. 
Community plans allow communities to 
create their own road map for development 
and they feed into the many ideas that are 
put to Council when it starts to develop 
the Annual Plan at the beginning of 
September each year.  

Education centre for Rawene
The Far North District Council has leased 
the former NorthTec campus at Rawene  
to a community education group for a 
peppercorn rent to improve learning and 
vocational training opportunities in the 
Hokianga. Te Puna O Kupenuku will pay  
$1 per annum under the five-year lease 
agreement which was signed earlier this 
month. The agreement to lease the campus 
also provides for a five-year right of renewal. 
Te Puna O Kupenuku has a membership of 
more than 140 Hokianga residents, as well 
as a core group of 18 professionals, including 
educators, accountants and lawyers.

Hokianga wharves upgraded

Rangi Point (top) is getting a new wharf, while the 
wharves at Te Karaka (left) and Mangungu (right)  
are being upgraded.

A new wharf at Rangi Point will be the first 
to be built on the Hokianga Harbour for 
more than 30 years. The development is 
part of a $2 million upgrade of Hokianga 
marine facilities. Rangi Point will get a 
144-metre-long concrete wharf with a 
gangway and pontoon, improving links to 
the isolated Rangi Point community and 
boosting tourism opportunities. Work is 
due to start this month. It is one of four 
Hokianga marine projects made possible 
by a $1.8m investment from the Provincial 
Growth Fund and $200,000 from the  
Far North District Council. Elsewhere, a 
floating pontoon and gangway will be 
installed at Te Karaka and improvements 
made to the 88-metre wharf. Mangungu 
wharf will also get a new, floating concrete 
pontoon and gangway to replace its existing 
steps. Far North Holdings Ltd is managing 
the projects on behalf of the Council.

Kaikohe-Hokianga Ward

Mud-cooled drilling at Monument Hill, Kaikohe, where the Council is developing a new aquifer bore.


