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Resource Consent application for S and J Crabb 

Application Details 
Applicant:   Simon and Jamie Crabb 

Location:   256 Kempthorne Road, Russell 

Legal Description:  Lot 6 DP 63932 

Application Summary:  To construct a new residential dwelling on a site in the Coastal Residential 

Zone within 20 metres of existing bushline. 

 

District Plan zoning:  Operative District Plan: Coastal Residential Zone 

  Proposed District Plan: Settlement Zone and Coastal Environment 

Attachments 

Attachment A   Building plans 

Attachment B   Certificate of Title  

Attachment C   FENZ Advice  

Attachment D District Plan Maps 

 

Address for Service 
Alister Hartstone 
Set Consulting Limited 
Ph 0277555607 
E-mail alister@setconsulting.co.nz 
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Form 9 - Application for Resource Consent under Section 88 of the 

Resource Management Act 1991 

To: Far North District Council 
 
1. Simon and Jamie Crabb, 256 Kempthorne Road, Russell, apply for the necessary resource consent to 

construct a new dwelling. 
 

2. The location of the proposed activities is as follows: 
256 Kempthorne Road, Russell 
Lot 6 Deposited Plan 63932 (NA20C/1268) 

 
3. The other activities that are part of the proposal to which this application relates are as follows: 

N/A 
 

4. There are no other activities that are part of the proposal to which this application relates. 

 

5. No additional resource consents are needed for the proposal to which this application relates.  

 

6. I attach an assessment of effects on the environment that: 

(a)  includes the information required by clause 6 of Schedule 4 of the Resource Management Act 
1991; and 

(b)  addresses the matters specified in clause 7 of Schedule 4 of the Resource Management Act 1991; 
and 

(c)  includes such detail as corresponds with the scale and significance of the effects that the activity 
may have on the environment. 

 
7. I attach an assessment of the proposed activity against the matters set out in Part 2 of the Resource 

Management Act 1991. 
 

8. I attach an assessment of the proposed activity against any relevant provisions of a document referred 
to in Section 104(1)(b) of the Resource Management Act 1991, including information required by 
clause 2(2) of Schedule 4 of that Act. 

 

 
A Hartstone BREP(Hons) MNZPI 
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1.0 Introduction 
 

1.1 Pursuant to Section 88 of the Resource Management Act 1991 (‘the Act’), Set Consulting Limited 

submits to the Far North District Council an application for resource consent prepared on behalf 

of the Simon and Jamie Crabb (‘the applicant’). This application has been prepared in accordance 

with Form 9 and Schedule 4 of the Act, and incorporates all information required by statute.  

 

2.0 The Proposal 
 

2.1 The proposal involves the construction of a new dwelling and associated services on a property 
at 256 Kempthorne Road, Russell. Plans of the proposed buildings and associated works are 
contained in Attachment A. 
 

2.2 At the present time, the site is occupied by an existing small ‘sleeping pod’ building that was 
relocated onto the site. The applicant is currently seeking a Certificate of Acceptance under the 
Building Act for that building, and it requires retrospective resource consent under this 
application. A second ‘sleeping pod’ will be constructed on the site with a new deck linking the 
structures. Together the buildings will be used as a single residential unit. 

 
2.3 No bush clearance or significant earthworks are proposed as part of the development, noting that 

formed access from Kempthorne Road and on-site water and effluent disposal systems already 
exist. 
 

3.0 Site and Surrounding Environment 
 

3.1 The subject site is legally described as Lot 6 Deposited Plan 63932 and contains 1270m2 of land 
adjacent to Kempthorne Road. The site has previously been developed and contained a large 
caravan (now removed) and small toilet block with water tank. Access from Kempthorne Road is 
formed onto the site with parking provided. The building site is relatively flat and in grass, and 
falls to the southwest at the rear with scattered native bush (mainly manuka) covering the 
majority of the site. 

 
3.2 The immediate surrounding area contains a number of small residential scale properties with 

existing dwellings and associated services and access. Stands of native bush are prominent in the 
area and screen much of the built development from the road. 

 
3.3 A copy of the certificate of title is contained in Attachment B. There are no interests registered on 

the title that are relevant to the proposal. 
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Aerial view of the subject site (circled) and surrounding properties. 

 
 

 

4.0 Reasons for Consent 
 

Operative Far North District Plan 
4.1 The subject site is zoned Coastal Residential Zone as depicted in the Operative Far North District 

Plan. No resource areas (eg. historic sites, natural hazards, etc) are identified as affecting the site.  

 

4.2 An assessment of the Coastal Residential Zone and relevant Chapter 12 rules is provided in the 

Table below. 

 
Rule Compliance Activity Status 

10.8.5.1.1 Relocated Buildings The existing building on the site was relocated as a 
new building but does not comply with all standards 
for permitted activities in the Plan.  

Discretionary 

10.8.5.1.2 Residential Intensity The proposed dwelling will be the only dwelling on 
the site  

Permitted 

10.8.5.1.3 Scale of Activities N/a  

10.8.5.1.4 Building Height Complies – see plans Permitted 

10.8.5.1.5 Sunlight Complies – see plans Permitted 

10.8.5.1.6 Storm water Management Complies – see plans Permitted 

10.8.5.1.7 Setback from Boundaries Complies – see plans Permitted 

10.8.5.1.8 Screening For Neighbours 
Non-Residential Activities 

N/a  

10.8.5.1.9 Outdoor Activities N/a  

10.8.5.1.10 Transportation All access and parking is formed and existing and is 
not intended to change as a result of the proposal. 

Permitted 

10.8.5.1.11 Site Intensity – Non-
residential Activities 

N/a  
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10.8.5.1.12 Hours of Operation – Non-
residential Activities 

N/a  

10.8.5.1.13 Keeping of Animals N/a  

10.8.5.1.14 Noise N/a  

10.8.5.1.15 Helicopter Landing Pad N/a  

10.8.5.1.16 Building Coverage N/a  

 
12.4 Natural Hazards   

Rule Compliance Activity Status 

12.4.6.1.1 Coastal Hazard 2 Areas N/A  

12.4.6.1.2 Fire Risk to Residential Units The proposed dwelling will not comply with Clause 
(a) where existing vegetation on the site will be 
retained within 20 metres of the residential unit. 

Discretionary 

  

 

4.3 Overall, the application requires assessment as a discretionary activity due to the following 

infringements: 

• The existing ‘sleeping pod’ building on the site was constructed off site and transported onto 

the property. As it cannot comply with Rule 12.4.6.1.2, it cannot comply with Rule 10.8.5.1.1 

Relocated Building and requires consent as a discretionary activity. 

• Once constructed, the dwelling will be within 20 metres of existing vegetation located on the 

site, requiring consent as a discretionary activity under Rule 12.4.6.1.2. Fire Risk to Residential 

Units. 

Proposed Far North District Plan 
4.4 The Far North District Council released its proposed District Plan on the 27th July 2022. The 

majority of rules have no legal effect at the time of notification, while consideration of and 

weighting to be given to objectives and policies in the proposed Plan is required under Section 

104(1)(b)(iv) when determining a decision. 

 

4.5 The site is located within the Settlement Zone and is within the Coastal environment. A review of 

the relevant rules that have immediate legal effect has been undertaken in relation to the 

proposed activity that consent is sought for. No rules that have immediate effect are identified 

that are relevant to the proposal. 

 

4.6 Overall, the application assumes a full discretionary activity status due to infringements under the 

Operative District Plan. 

 

NES Requirements 
4.7 The National Environmental Standards for Assessing and Managing Contaminants in Soil to 

Protect Human Health 2012 (the ‘NES’) is considered relevant to the application. There is no 

evidence to indicate that the site has been used for any activity other than a residential activity. 

Aerial photos dating back to 1951 illustrate that no buildings or activities have been located on 

the site that might constitute any potential activity on the Hazardous Activities and Industries List. 
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4.8 There is no evidence to indicate that any activity listed on the Hazardous Activities and Industries 

List is, has been or is more likely than not to have been undertaken on the site. On that basis the 

Regulation is not relevant to the proposal. 

 

4.9 The proposal does not involve any activities that require consideration against the National 

Environmental Standard for Freshwater 2020. 

5.0 Section 95 Assessment 

5.1 The following assessment addresses those matters considered relevant under Sections 95A – 95G 
as they relate to this application. 
 

5.2 In addressing Section 95A, the following applies: 

• The proposal does not require public notification pursuant to s95A(3). For completeness, the 
applicant is not requesting public notification of the application. 

• The proposal is not precluded from public notification under the criteria specified in Section 
95A(5)(a) or (b). 

• The application is not subject to any rule requiring public notification under Section 95A(8)(a). 

• An assessment of effects is provided below to address Section 95A(8)(b). That assessment 
concludes that any adverse effects on the environment will be less than minor. 

• No special circumstances are considered to exist that warrant public notification as per 
Section 95A(9). There are no unique or exceptional circumstances associated with either the 
site or the proposal that constitute special circumstances. 

 
5.3 For the purposes of Section 95B, the following applies: 

• There are no protected customary rights groups or affected customary marine title groups 

• The proposal does not fall under the criteria specified in Section 95B(6) 

• For the purpose of Section 95B(8), an assessment of affected persons in accordance with 
Section 95E is provided below. The conclusion is that no persons will be adversely affected to 
a minor or more than minor extent by the granting of consent to the proposal. 

• No other persons are required to be notified of the application as per Section 95B(10). 
 
5.4 On the basis of the above assessment, it is respectfully considered that the application can be 
 processed without public or limited notification. 

6.0 Assessment of Effects 
 
6.1 The following assessment addresses those matters considered relevant under Section 95, Section 

104, and the Fourth Schedule of the Act. An assessment of any relevant permitted baseline is 
provided along with an assessment of the matters specified in Chapter 11 of the District Plan.  

 
6.2 The following assessment of effects is undertaken in accordance with Section 95D. For the 

purpose of Section 95D(a), the effects on the following persons who occupy or own adjacent land 
must be disregarded: 
• 258 Kempthorne Road (Lot 7 DP 63932) 
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• 250 Kempthorne Road (Lot 3 DP 63932) 
• 252 Kempthorne Road (Lot 5 DP 63932) 
 

6.3 Section 95D(b) and Section 104(2) provide for consideration of the permitted baseline, being 
activities that ‘…a consent authority may disregard an adverse effect of the activity on the 
environment if a national environmental standard or the plan permits an activity with that effect.’ 
The permitted baseline includes any activities that are lawfully established on the site at the time 
any application is made. While there is a ‘sleeping pod’ building currently on the site, that building 
is not yet legally established. The access and on-site services including water tank, toilet block, 
and on-site sewerage system are considered to form part of the existing environment. 

 
6.4 It would be possible to construct a new single residential dwelling on the site in compliance with 

all relevant Zone rules. The only infringement that may not be avoided is the 20 metre setback 
from existing vegetation to address fire risk to residential dwellings. Any residential dwelling of a 
reasonable size to be constructed on the site would be closer than 20 metres to the dripline of 
vegetation on the site. Similarly, it would not be possible to clear all vegetation (where it is 
indigenous) as a permitted activity to achieve a suitable 20 metre setback from all vegetation on 
the site. 

 
6.5 Therefore, while the Zone rules allow for the construction of a single residential unit on the site, 

the proximity of existing vegetation does not allow for a permitted baseline to account for all 
possible adverse effects of the proposal. 

 
6.6 There are no known activities which could be carried out under a granted, but as yet unexercised, 

resource consent. 
 

6.7 Section 95D(c) is not relevant as the application is a full discretionary activity. 
 

6.8 There are no trade competition matters requiring consideration under Section 95D(d). 
 

6.9 No written approvals are provided in support of the application, noting that the documentation 
provided from FENZ contained in Attachment F is not deemed a written approval. Therefore, 
Section 95D(e) does not apply to the application. 

 

 District Plan Assessment Criteria 
6.10 With regard to the infringement of Rule 10.8.5.1.1 Relocated Buildings, this infringement only 

arises where the existing ‘sleeping pod’ building on the site cannot comply with Rule 12.4.6.1.2. 

Fire Risk to Residential Units. There are no bulk or location infringements and the building is new, 

having been constructed off-site and transported onto the property. Therefore, it is considered 

that the only matter requiring an assessment of effects relates to the breach of Rule 12.4.6.1.2. 

That assessment is provided below.  

12.4.7 Assessment Criteria (Natural Hazards) 
6.11 The Operative District Plan requires an assessment of the proposal against the assessment criteria 

contained in Chapter 11.  
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6.12 It is noted that a number of the assessment criteria listed do not relate directly to natural hazards 

(including Clauses b, c, d, f, g, h, and k.)  

 

6.13 Clause (j) relates to the issue of fire risk  for residential units. The proposal provides for the 

construction of a residential unit. While the building site is clear of vegetation, there are stands 

of existing vegetation on the eastern, western and southern sides of the building site. At its closest 

point, the proposed residential unit will be located just within the dripline of the existing 

vegetation. The applicant is in a position where further clearance of vegetation (particularly 

indigenous vegetation) on the site would likely require consent but would not markedly decrease 

the fire risk given the location and topography of the site and the extent of existing vegetation 

across both the site and adjoining properties. It is notable that almost none of the buildings on 

surrounding properties achieve more than a 5 metre setback from the bush edge in any location. 

 

6.14 It is considered more appropriate to seek consent for infringement of the setback from vegetation 

rule on the basis that a suitable fire fighting water supply will be available on site and the risk of 

fire in this location is not considerably higher than the risk to surrounding sites. 

 

6.15 In the event of a fire of any scale, it is expected that the existing water supply can be utilised (in 

conjunction with other dwellings nearby) or, if helicopters are utilised, they can easily access 

seawater. Should a fire appliance be called, access is directly available from Kempthorne Road. 

 

6.16 Advice has been sought and obtained from FENZ as per Attachment C which indicates that the 

approach adopted in developing the site, including provision of a water tank with access for a 

firefighting water supply is appropriate1. No specific conditions are specified in the FENZ advice. 

Any adverse effects associated with fire risk are therefore considered to be less than minor based 

on the consideration of risk of fire hazard and advice from FENZ. 

 

6.17 Overall, it is considered that any adverse effects arising from the proposal on the environment 

will be minor or less than minor.  

 

7.0 Affected persons 
 
7.1 Section 95B requires consideration of adverse effects on only those persons who own or occupy 

land adjacent to the subject site. Secondly, for a person to be adversely affected, those adverse 
effects must be minor or more than minor as prescribed in Section 95E.  

 
7.2 No written approvals are provided in support of the application, mainly on the basis that the 

proposal complies with all permitted bulk and location rules for the Coastal Residential Zone. The 
infringement of Rule 10.8.5.1.1 Relocated Buildings is directly linked to non-compliance with Rule 
12.4.6.1.2. Fire Risk to Residential Units. Any adverse effects arising from these identified 
infringements will not extend beyond the boundaries of the site. 
 

 
1 Noting that FENZ have acknowledged that the existing water tank is plastic not concrete as stated in the advice. 
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7.3 It is therefore considered that none of the adjacent property owners / occupiers are adversely 
affected to any extent by the proposal. The application is therefore considered to be precluded 
from limited notification. 

 

8.0 Section 104 Assessment 
 

Section 104(1)(a) - Assessment of Effects 
8.1 Section 104(1)(a) requires consideration of any actual and potential effects on the environment 

of allowing the activity. This has been carried out in the assessment above. The conclusion 
reached is that the adverse effects of granting consent to the proposal are less than minor, and 
therefore acceptable in the receiving environment.  
 

8.2 No conditions other than a general accordance condition is considered appropriate in this case.  
 

Section 104(1)(ab) – Offsetting and Compensation 
8.3 Section 104(1)(ab) allows a consent authority to have regard to any measure that provides for 

positive effects to offset or compensate for adverse effects resulting from the activity. There is no 
offsetting or compensation involved in the application. 
 

Section 104(1)(c) – Relevant Planning Provisions 
8.5 Section 104(1)(b) requires the consent authority to have regard to the contents of any relevant 

documents as listed under Section 104(1)(b)(i)-(vi). For the purpose of considering this application 

the provisions of both the Operative and proposed Far North District Plans require consideration. 

No higher-order national or regional planning documents require consideration on the basis that 

no infringement of any regional or national planning documents is identified, nor is the site 

affected by any identified resource area of regional or national significance.  The relevant 

provisions of the District Plan are assessed below. 

Operative Far North District Plan 
8.6 Chapter 12.4 Natural Hazards contained in the Operative District Plan sets out the relevant 

planning provisions that the application needs to be considered against. The infringement of Rule 

10.8.5.1.1 Relocated Buildings is directly linked to non-compliance with Rule 12.4.6.1.2. Fire Risk 

to Residential Units. Therefore, no assessment of the Coastal Residential Zone provisions is 

considered necessary. 

 

8.7 Chapter 12.4 Natural Hazards as it relates to vegetation in proximity to the proposed buildings is 

addressed as follows: 

• Objective 2.4.3.7 and Policy 12.4.4.7 are specific to fire risk and, more specifically, both refer 

to avoidance of risk.  

• In this case, the proposed buildings are to be sited on an existing vacant residential property. 

In order to avoid the risk, the applicant would be required to seek consent to clear all 

vegetation (native and exotic) that may present a fire risk. This is not considered appropriate 

or practical in this case. Therefore, consent is sought to construct buildings in the currently 
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cleared part of the site, with support by way of written advice from FENZ. This is considered 

to be the best compromise to allow development of the site while minimising any fire risk. 

8.8 Overall, it is considered that the proposal is consistent with the objectives and policies of the 

Operative District Plan. 

 

Proposed Far North District Plan 
8.9 The proposed Far North District Plan (‘proposed Plan’) was released for submissions on the 27th 

July 2022. The subject site is subject to the Settlement Zone and Coastal Environment as defined 

in the proposed Plan. 

 

8.10 The objectives and policies for the Settlement Zone reflect the expectation that the zone allows 

primarily for residential development. The development of the site as proposed is readily 

anticipated by the provisions of the Zone. The proposal is therefore considered to be consistent 

with these provisions. 

Weighting to be given to Proposed District Plan 
8.11 As the proposed District Plan has only recently been publicly notified and the initial public 

submission period having recently closed, the Plan is only in its formative stages. Minimal 

weighting is therefore given to the objectives and policies of the proposed Plan in assessing the 

proposal. 

 

Section 104(1)(c) - Other Matters 
8.12 Section 104(1)(c) provides for consideration of any other matters that may be relevant to the 

activity. There are no known other matters that may be relevant in considering this application. 

9.0 Part 2 Assessment 

9.1 As per current case law2, an assessment of relevant matters under Section 104 is subject to Part 

2. A council must have regard to the provisions of Part 2 when it is appropriate to do so. In this 

case, there is no suggestion that the effects that have been identified and assessed, and the 

relevant planning provisions that require assessment, do not reflect those relevant matters in 

Sections 6 and 7. On that basis, it is not considered appropriate or necessary to undertake a 

detailed assessment of Part 2 matters. 
 

10.0 Conclusion 
 

10.1 This resource consent application has been prepared and lodged on behalf of Simon and Jamie 

Crabb for the construction of a new dwelling on a property located at 256 Kempthorne Road, 

Russell. The identified infringements relate to relocation of an existing building onto the site, and 

fire hazard. 

 
2 R J Davidson Family Trust v Marlborough DC [2018] NZCA 316 
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10.2 A full assessment of the requirements under Section 95A – 95G is provided. That assessment 

concludes that the adverse effects are less than minor and no persons are considered to be 

adversely affected by the proposal for the purposes of a notification assessment. It is noted that 

advice has been received from FENZ regarding the fire hazard with no specific requirement 

identified. 

 

10.3 Consideration of matters under Section 104 is provided. That consideration concludes that the 

extent of effects on the environment will be acceptable, and that the proposal is consistent with 

the identified planning provisions of both the Operative and proposed District Plans. On that basis, 

consent can be granted as a discretionary activity pursuant to Section 104 and 104B. The only 

condition considered necessary in this case is a ‘general accordance’ condition. 
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Attachment A   Building plans 
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Attachment B   Certificate of Title  
  



Register Only
Search Copy Dated 12/10/22 9:38 am, Page  of 1 2 Transaction ID 29885

 Client Reference

 

RECORD OF TITLE 
UNDER LAND TRANSFER ACT 2017 

FREEHOLD
Search Copy

 Identifier NA20C/1268
 Land Registration District North Auckland
 Date Issued 01 April 1971

Prior References
NA2C/69

 Estate Fee Simple
 Area 1270 square metres more or less
 Legal Description Lot    6 Deposited Plan 63932

Registered Owners

Interests

12280609.2           Mortgage to Westpac New Zealand Limited - 12.11.2021 at 11:41 am



 Identifier NA20C/1268

Register Only
Search Copy Dated 12/10/22 9:38 am, Page  of 2 2 Transaction ID 29885

 Client Reference
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Attachment C   FENZ Advice 
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Section A - Firefighting Water Supplies and Vegetation Risk Reduction Waiver 
 

 “Fire and Emergency New Zealand strongly recommends the installation of automatic fire 

detection system devices such as smoke alarms for early warning of a fire and fire 

suppression systems such as sprinklers in buildings (irrespective of the water supply) to 

provide maximum protection to life and property”. 

 

Waiver Explanation Intent 

Fire and Emergency New Zealand [FENZ] use the New Zealand Fire Service [NZFS] Code of Practice for 

firefighting water supplies (SNZ PAS 5409:2008) (The Code) as a tool to establish the quantity of water 

required for firefighting purposes in relation to a specific hazard (Dwelling, Building) based on its fire 

hazard classification regardless if they are located within urban fire districts with a reticulated water 

supply or a non-reticulated water supply in rural areas.  The code has been adopted by the Territorial 

Authorities and Water Supply Authorities. The code can be used by developers and property owners 

to assess the adequacy of the firefighting water supply for new or existing buildings. 

The Area Manager under the delegated authority of the Fire Region Manager is responsible for 

approving applications in relation to firefighting water supplies. The Area Manager may accept a 

variation or reduction in the amount of water required for firefighting for example; a single level 

dwelling measuring 200m2 requires 45,000L of firefighter water under the code, however the Area 

Managers in Northland have excepted a reduction to 10,000L.  

This application form is used for the assessment of proposed water supplies for firefighting in non-

reticulated areas only and is referenced from (Appendix B – Alternative Firefighting Water Sources) of 

the code. This application also provides fire risk reduction guidance in relation to vegetation and the 

20-metre dripline rule under the Territorial Authority’s District Plan. Fire and Emergency New Zealand 

are not a consenting authority and the final determination rests with the Territorial Authority.  

For more information in relation to the code of practice for Firefighting Water supplies, Emergency 

Vehicle Access requirements, Home Fire Safety advice and Vegetation Risk Reduction Strategies visit 

www.fireandemergency.nz    

  

http://www.fireandemergency.nz/
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Section B – Applicant Information 

 

Applicants Information  

Name: Simon Crabb 

Address: 256 Kempthorne Road, Russell  
 

Contact Details: simonc@nrc.govt.nz 
 

Return Email Address: alister@setconsulting.co.nz  
 

 

Section C – Property Details 

 

Property Details  

Address of Property:  256 Kempthorne Road, Russell  

Lot Number/s:  Lot 6 DP 63932 

Dwelling Size:  
(Area = Length & Width) 

44m2 plus deck 

Number of levels: 
(Single / Multiple) 

single 
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1. Fire Appliance Access to alternative firefighting water sources - Expected 

Parking Place & Turning circle 
 
Fire and Emergency have specific requirements for fire appliance access to buildings and the 
firefighting water supply. This area is termed the hard stand. The roading gradient should not exceed 
16%. The roading surface should be sealed, able to take the weight of a 14 to 20-tonne truck and 
trafficable at all times. The minimum roading width should not be less than 4 m and the property 
entrance no less 3.5 metres wide. The height clearance along access ways must exceed 4 metres with 
no obstructions for example; trees, hanging cables, and overhanging eaves.   
 

1 (a)    Fire Appliance Access  / Right of Way 

Is there at least 4 metres clearance overhead free from obstructions?   ☒YES     ☐NO 

Is the access at least 4 metres wide?    ☒YES      ☐NO 

Is the surface designed to support a 20-tonne truck?   ☒YES      ☐NO 

Are the gradients less than 16%    ☒YES      ☐NO 

Fire Appliance parking distance from the proposed water supply is  10 metres   

 

If access to the proposed firefighting water supply is not achievable using a fire appliance, firefighters 

will need to use portable fire pumps. Firefighters will require at least a one-metre wide clear path / 

walkway to carry equipment to the water supply, and a working area of two metres by two metres 

for firefighting equipment to be set up and operated. 

 

 

1 (b)    Restricted access to firefighting water supply, portable pumps required    

Has suitable access been provided?  

    ☒YES       ☐ NO 

Comments:  

See site plan illustrating location of existing water tank to be retained 

 

 

Internal FENZ Risk Reduction comments only:  

Click or tap here to enter text. 
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2. Firefighting Water Supplies (FFWS) 
 

What are you proposing to use as your firefighting water supply? 

2 (a)   Water Supply Single Dwelling 

Tank ☒ Concrete Tank 

☐ Plastic Tank 

☐ Above Ground (Fire Service coupling is required - 100mm screw thread 

suction coupling) 

☒ Part Buried (max exposed 1.500 mm above ground) 

☐ Fully Buried (access through filler spout) 

Volume of dedicated firefighting water 10,000litres 

 

2 (b)    Water Supply Multi-Title Subdivision Lots / Communal Supply 

Tank Farm ☐ Concrete Tank 

☐ Plastic Tank 

☐ Above Ground (Fire Service coupling is required - 100mm screw thread 

suction coupling) 

☐ Part Buried (max exposed 1.500mm above ground) 

☐ Fully Buried (access through filler spout) 

Number of tanks provided Click or tap here to enter text. 

Number of Tank Farms provided Click or tap here to enter text. 

Water volume at each Tank Farm Click or tap here to enter text.  Litres 

Volume of dedicated firefighting water Click or tap here to enter text. litres 

 

2 (c)    Alternative Water Supply 

Pond:  Volume of water: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Pool: Volume of water: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Other: Specify: Close to coastal water 

Volume of water: unknown 

  

Internal FENZ Risk Reduction comments only: 

Click or tap here to enter text. 
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3. Water Supply Location 
 

The code requires the available water supply to be at least 6 metres from a building for firefighter 

safety, with a maximum distance of 90 metres from any building.  This is the same for a single dwelling 

or a Multi-Lot residential subdivision. Is the proposed water supply within these requirements? 

   

3 (a)    Water Supply Location 

Minimum Distance: Is your water supply at least 6 metres from the building? 

 ☐YES      ☒  NO  

Maximum Distance  

 

Is your water supply no more than 90 metres from the building?  

☒YES      ☐ NO 

 

3 (b)   Visibility     

How will the water supply be readily identifiable to responding firefighters?  E.g.: tank is visible to 
arriving firefighters or, there are signs / markers posts visible from the parking place directing 
them to the tank etc.  

Comments:  

Tank will be visible to firefighters from access 

 

  

3 (c)   Security    

How will the FFWS be reasonably protected from tampering? E.g.:  light chain and padlock or, 
cable tie on the valve etc.  

Explain how this will be achieved:  

Cable tie 

 

 

Internal FENZ Risk Reduction comments only: 

Click or tap here to enter text. 
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4. Adequacy of Supply 
 
The volume of storage that is reserved for firefighting purposes must not be used for normal 
operational requirements. Additional storage must be provided to balance diurnal peak demand, 
seasonal peak demand and normal system failures, for instance power outages. The intent is that there 
should always be sufficient volumes of water available for firefighting, except during Civil Défense 
emergencies or by prior arrangement with the Fire Region Manager.  
 
Location 

4 (a)    Adequacy of Water supply 

Note: The owner must maintain the firefighting water supply all year round. How will the usable 
capacity proposed be reliably maintained?  E.g. automatically keep the tank topped up, drip feed, 
rain water, ballcock system, or manual refilling after use etc.  

Comments:  

It is serviced by roofwater from the existing and proposed buildings  

 

 

Internal FENZ Risk Reduction comments only: 

 Click or tap here to enter text. 
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5. Alternative Method using Appendix’s H & J  
 

If Table 1 + 2 from the Code of Practice is not being used for the calculation of the Firefighting Water 

Supply, a competent person using appendix H and J from the Code of Practice can propose an 

alternative method to determine firefighting water supply adequacy. 

Appendix H describes a method for determining the maximum fire size in a structure. Appendix J 
describes a method for assessing the adequacy of the firefighting water supply to the premises.  
 

5 (a)    Alternative Method Appendix H & J     

If an alternative method of determining the FFWS has been proposed, who proposed it?  

Name: Click or tap here to enter text.                                                                      

Contact Details: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Proposed volume of storage? Litres: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Comments:  

Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

* Please provide a copy of the calculations for consideration.  

 

Internal FENZ Risk Reduction comments only: 

 Click or tap here to enter text. 
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6. Diagram 
Please provide a diagram identifying the location of the dwelling/s, the proposed firefighting water 

supply and the attendance point of the fire appliance to support your application.  

 

 

 

Internal FENZ Risk Reduction comments only: 

 Click or tap here to enter text. 
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7. Vegetation Risk Reduction - Fire + Fuel = Why Homes Burn 
Properties that are residential, industrial or agricultural, are on the urban–rural interface if they are 
next to vegetation, whether it is forest, scrubland, or in a rural setting.  Properties in these areas are 
at greater risk of wildfire due to the increased presence of nearby vegetation.  

In order to mitigate the risk of fire spread from surrounding vegetation to the proposed building and 
vice-versa, Fire Emergency New Zealand recommends the following; 

I. Fire safe construction 

Spouting and gutters – Clear regularly and consider screening with metal mesh. Embers can easily 
ignite dry material that collects in gutters. 

Roof – Use fire resistant material such as steel or tile. Avoid butanol and rubber compounds. 

Cladding – Stucco, metal sidings, brick, concrete, and fibre cement cladding are more fire resistant than 
wood or vinyl cladding.  

II. Establish Safety Zones around your home.  

Safety Zone 1 is your most import line of defence and requires the most consideration. Safety Zone 1 
extends to 10 metres from your home, you should;  

a) Mow lawn and plant low-growing fire-resistant plants; and 
b) Thin and prune trees and shrubs; and 
c) Avoid tall trees close to the house; and 
d) Use gravel or decorative crushed rock instead of bark or wood chip mulch; and 
e) Remove flammable debris like twigs, pine needles and dead leaves from the roof and 

around and under the house and decks; and 
f) Remove dead plant material along the fence lines and keep the grass short; and  
g) Remove over hanging branches near powerlines in both Zone 1 and 2. 

 
III. Safety Zone 2 extends from 10 – 30 metres of your home. 

a) Remove scrub and dead or dying plants and trees; and  
b) Thin excess trees; and  
c) Evenly space remaining trees so the crowns are separated by 3-6 metres; and 
d) Avoid planting clusters of highly flammable trees and shrubs  
e) Prune tree branches to a height of 2 metres from the ground.  

 
IV. Choose Fire Resistant Plants 

Fire resistant plants aren’t fire proof, but they do not readily ignite. Most deciduous trees and shrubs 
are fire resistant. Some of these include: poplar, maple, ash, birch and willow. Install domestic 
sprinklers on the exterior of the sides of the building that are less 20 metres from the vegetation. 
Examples of highly flammable plants are: pine, cypress, cedar, fir, larch, redwood, spruce, kanuka, 
manuka.  
 
For more information please go to https://www.fireandemergency.nz/at-home/the-threat-of-rural-
fire/ 
  

https://www.fireandemergency.nz/at-home/the-threat-of-rural-fire/
https://www.fireandemergency.nz/at-home/the-threat-of-rural-fire/
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If your building or dwelling is next to vegetation, whether it is forest, scrubland, or in a rural setting, 

please detail below what Risk Reduction measures you will take to mitigate the risk of fire 

development and spread involving vegetation?  

 

7 (a)    Vegetation Risk Reduction Strategy    

Vegetation has been cleared from majority of areas around existing building as per attached 
plan above showing bush line 

 

Internal FENZ Risk Reduction comments only: 

Click or tap here to enter text. 
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8. Applicant  
 

Checklist 

☒ 
Site plan (scale drawing) – including; where to park a fire appliance, water 
supply, any other relevant information.  

☒ Any other supporting documentation (diagrams, consent).  

 

I submit this proposal for assessment.  

 

Name: Alister Hartstone       Dated: 10/12/2022 

Contact No.: 0277555607      

Email: alister@setconsulting.co.nz  

 

Signature: A Hartstone 

 

9. Approval 
 

In reviewing the information that you have provided in relation to your application being 

approximately a  Click or tap here to enter text. square metre, Choose an item. dwelling/sub 

division, and non-sprinkler protected.  

The Area Manager of Fire and Emergency New Zealand under delegated authority from the Fire 

Region Manager, Te Hiku, has assessed the proposal in relation to firefighting water supplies and 

the vegetation risk strategy.  The Manager Choose an item. agree with the proposed alternate 

method of Fire Fighting Water Supplies. Furthermore; the Manager agrees with the Vegetation 

Risk Reduction strategies proposed by the applicant. 

 

Name: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

Signature:  Click or tap here to enter text.      Dated: Click or tap to enter a date. 

 

P.P on behalf of the Area Manager 

GoffinJ
Goffin Stamp

GoffinJ
Approved
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Attachment D  District Plan Maps 
 



District Plan Zone Map 

 

 

District Plan Resource Map 
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