










































































































unlocking the past
ASL Archaeology Solutions Ltd, PO Box 48134, Blockhouse Bay, Auckland 0644

Phone/Fax: 09 6267860
Email: info@archaeologysolutions.co.nz
Web: www.archaeologysolutions.co.nz

21. May 2020

Mark Turnbull

C/o Bay of Islands Planning Ltd
PO Box 795,
Kerikeri 0230

Mahinepua archaeological field check

ASL was contacted on 19th May to undertake an urgent field assessment at 95D Omiru Rd, 
Mahinepua.

ASL (Melina Goddard) did a site check of the property with the aim of assessing the 
archaeological potential as requested. No currently recorded archaeological sites were located 
within the property rather these were surrounding its outskirts. The most closest or most visual 
being headland pa P04/87, which has been largely destroyed by modern activities (Fig 4). 

The coastal property is in low grass and accessed via a driveway through pines. the landscape
of the property consists of a southern and northern hillock with a saddle in between. 
The southern hillock is steep and sloping with no archaeological features sited  (Fig 2) A small
slumped area  on  the  southern  hillock  had exposed  soil  this  was  checked  for  signs  of  soil
modification. there was no charcoal apparent but one single water rolled pebble- 2cm in length,
known for use in horticultural soils by early Maori in the north. 
 The northern hillock is rounded and more gently sloping and is east of the headland pa P04/87
(pic 4). A definitive terrace was sited on the very edge of the northern hillock which then drops
down a steep narrow ridge to the rocks below, 2x1.5m (Fig. 5, standing on it looking towards
pa,  GPSed).
 Further  up from this  terrace  their  are  2  suggestive  wider  terraces  (Fig.  1).  The  top of  the
northern  hillock  has  a  subtle  area  that  may  have  been  artificially  flattened  (Fig.  3).  The
suggestive terraces are defined by a small possible lip edge. 
 There  is  a  high likelihood that  parts  of  the property were used in the past  by Maori  as  a
gardening  area,  this  is  indicative  of  the  close  association  to  the  headland  pa  P04/87  the
definitive  terrace and possible  terraces  on the  northern hillock,  sited by myself.  Subsurface
modified soils associated to gardening activities could be expected. 

If there are any archaeological features subsurface, they will be planting soils, maybe a small 
hangi or fireplaces. From previous experience these possible features do not prevent any 
modern development but are still protected under the Heritage NZ Pouhere Taonga Act (2014). 



unlocking the past
To mitigate the risk of delays during the construction it is recommended to apply for an 
authority to modify unknown gardening sites under the Heritage NZ Pouhere Taonga Act 
(2012) with Heritage NZ.

Any systematic monitoring of the enabling earthworks could be undertaken during and as part 
of the initial earthworks.

Kind regards,

Dr. Hans-Dieter Bader



unlocking the past

Figure 1: Possible terrace.
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Figure 2: Study area, view towards South.

Figure  3:  Study area,  view  towards  West.
Possible flattened area.
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Figure 4: View towards North. Paa in background.

Figure  5:  Terrace  facing  west
towards the Paa.
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SITE COORDINATES (NZTM) Easting: Northing:1676792 6127246 Source: CINZAS

Finding aids to the location of the site

Scale 1:2,500

IMPERIAL SITE NUMBER: METRIC SITE NUMBER:N8/57 P04/87

Brief description

PA

P04/87NZAA SITE NUMBER:

SITE TYPE:

SITE NAME(s):

Pa

DATE RECORDED:

Site Record Form

Recorded features

Other sites associated with this site
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Statement of condition

Site description

Condition of the site

Current land use:

Threats:

Statement of condition

Site description

Condition of the site

Current land use:

Threats:
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P04/87NZAA SITE NUMBER:SITE RECORD INVENTORY

Supporting documentation held in ArchSite
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SITE COORDINATES (NZTM) Easting: Northing:1676993 6127046 Source: CINZAS

Finding aids to the location of the site

Scale 1:2,500

IMPERIAL SITE NUMBER: METRIC SITE NUMBER:N8/58 P04/88

Brief description

OVEN

P04/88NZAA SITE NUMBER:

SITE TYPE:

SITE NAME(s):

Midden/Oven

DATE RECORDED:

Site Record Form

Recorded features

Ovenstones, Oven (intact)

Other sites associated with this site

19/05/2020Printed by: hansbader

1 of 3

NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION



Statement of condition

Site description

Condition of the site

Current land use:

Threats:
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Current land use:

Threats:
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P04/88NZAA SITE NUMBER:SITE RECORD INVENTORY

Supporting documentation held in ArchSite
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SITE COORDINATES (NZTM) Easting: Northing:1676787 6126828 Source: Handheld GPS

Finding aids to the location of the site

The site is located on the property of PJ Beavan and CA Thomas on land at the north end of Mahinepua Beach at 
Mahinepua on the southern Whangaroa coastline.

Scale 1:2,500

IMPERIAL SITE NUMBER: METRIC SITE NUMBER:N8/69 P04/99

Brief description

Six terraces down steep razor back ridge. Four pit features and one fire-scoop were identified as part of an investigation 
undertaken on the 1st August 2011

P04/99NZAA SITE NUMBER:

SITE TYPE:

SITE NAME(s):

Pit/Terrace

DATE RECORDED:

Site Record Form

Recorded features

Artefact - obsidian, Oven (intact), Pit, Terrace

Other sites associated with this site
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Statement of condition

Site description

Updated 10/08/2017  (Field visit), submitted by elisabethcallaghan , visited 01/08/2011  by Johnson, Leigh
Grid reference (E1676787 / N6126828)
 
Four pit features and one fire-scoop were identified as part of an investigation undertaken on the 1st August 2011. The 
results are outlined in the report by Johnson, L and Callaghan, E. 2014  Archaeological Report on the Investigation of  
P04/99 Beavan Thomas Property (Lot 2 DP330835), Mahinepua, Whangaroa (NZHPT Authority 2011/209).

Two trenches were dug across the knoll. T 1 measured some 33m in length by 60cm wide. Four features were recorded. 
Feature 1 (F1) (GPS E2587694  N6688783) occurred at approximately 1.6m deep and 2.6m across orientated SE-NW 
across the ridge. The length could not be determined as it had been sectioned by the trench. The pit appeared to be filled 
mainly in a single episode with comparatively clean yellow clay fill, suggesting it had been filled during the construction of 
the adjacent pit. The fill includes very sparse flecks of charcoal (Layer 7). Overlying the fill is a series of layers of charcoal 
and heat fractured cooking stones. The soil layers possibly deposited during subsequent occupation/settlement on the ridge 
top.

Feature 2 (F2) (GPS E2587689  N668777) is located approximately 4m to the south west. F2 comprises a smaller pit also 
likely to have been orientated SE-NW across the ridge. The pit was 0.80m deep x 1.9m across. This pit also appeared to 
have been filled in a single episode with charcoal flecked clean yellow clay, overlaid with 20cm of a flecked brown soil sill 
which appeared to be the equivalent of layers 3 and 5 in feature 1. Feature 3 (F3)    (GPS E2587685 N6688774) is located 
some 1.2m to the south west of Feature 2. F3 comprises a pit orientated SE-NW across the ridge. The pit is 1.5m deep x 
3m wide. S with the other pits it has been filled with clean clay with fleck of charcoal, which in turn at a later date had been 
filled with heat fractured cooking stone and charcoal (possibly oven rake out). Feature 4 (F4)   (GPS E2587681 N6688771) 
is located approximately 4m to the south west of F3. The pit is 1.4m deep x 2.4m across, orientated SE-NW across the 
ridge. This pit also appears filled with the same clean yellow charcoal flecked clay but to a lesser extent; and is covered by a 
more dense deposit of heat fractured rock and charcoal; in turn overlaid by a layer of brown fill from subsequent occupation 
of the settlement.  Trench 2 was excavated on a transect with T1 over a distance of 22m. No archaeological remains were 
observed.  A single small earthoven/firescoop (F5) measuring approximately 80cm x 70cm was exposed in the driveway 
10m to the west of the end of Trench 1. A number of water rolled pebbles were exposed in that area.

A charcoal sample was submitted to the University of Waikato Radiocarbon Dating Laboratory (Wk-32614) The radiocarbon 
dating results indicate a date range span of between 1571AD-1701AD (68.2% probability) and 1561AD-1711AD (95.4% 
probability), with a mean date of c.1636AD.   

No artefacts were recovered or observed as a result of the investigation.

Condition of the site

Current land use:

Threats:

Updated: 22/09/2017, Visited: 01/08/2011 - Property development

Updated: 22/09/2017, Visited: 01/08/2011 - Rural residential

Updated: 22/09/2017, Visited: 01/08/2011 - Below surface - Surface evidence has been obliterated, however, there is 
likely to be subsurface material present. Note that this is different from a destroyed site.

Statement of condition

Site description

Updated 10/08/2017  (Field visit), submitted by elisabethcallaghan , visited 01/08/2011  by Johnson, Leigh
Grid reference (E1676787 / N6126828)
 
Four pit features and one fire-scoop were identified as part of an investigation undertaken on the 1st August 2011. The 
results are outlined in the report by Johnson, L and Callaghan, E. 2014  Archaeological Report on the Investigation of  
P04/99 Beavan Thomas Property (Lot 2 DP330835), Mahinepua, Whangaroa (NZHPT Authority 2011/209).

Two trenches were dug across the knoll. T 1 measured some 33m in length by 60cm wide. Four features were recorded. 
Feature 1 (F1) (GPS E2587694  N6688783) occurred at approximately 1.6m deep and 2.6m across orientated SE-NW 
across the ridge. The length could not be determined as it had been sectioned by the trench. The pit appeared to be filled 
mainly in a single episode with comparatively clean yellow clay fill, suggesting it had been filled during the construction of 
the adjacent pit. The fill includes very sparse flecks of charcoal (Layer 7). Overlying the fill is a series of layers of charcoal 
and heat fractured cooking stones. The soil layers possibly deposited during subsequent occupation/settlement on the ridge 
top.

Feature 2 (F2) (GPS E2587689  N668777) is located approximately 4m to the south west. F2 comprises a smaller pit also 
likely to have been orientated SE-NW across the ridge. The pit was 0.80m deep x 1.9m across. This pit also appeared to 
have been filled in a single episode with charcoal flecked clean yellow clay, overlaid with 20cm of a flecked brown soil sill 
which appeared to be the equivalent of layers 3 and 5 in feature 1. Feature 3 (F3)    (GPS E2587685 N6688774) is located 
some 1.2m to the south west of Feature 2. F3 comprises a pit orientated SE-NW across the ridge. The pit is 1.5m deep x 
3m wide. S with the other pits it has been filled with clean clay with fleck of charcoal, which in turn at a later date had been 
filled with heat fractured cooking stone and charcoal (possibly oven rake out). Feature 4 (F4)   (GPS E2587681 N6688771) 
is located approximately 4m to the south west of F3. The pit is 1.4m deep x 2.4m across, orientated SE-NW across the 
ridge. This pit also appears filled with the same clean yellow charcoal flecked clay but to a lesser extent; and is covered by a 
more dense deposit of heat fractured rock and charcoal; in turn overlaid by a layer of brown fill from subsequent occupation 
of the settlement.  Trench 2 was excavated on a transect with T1 over a distance of 22m. No archaeological remains were 
observed.  A single small earthoven/firescoop (F5) measuring approximately 80cm x 70cm was exposed in the driveway 
10m to the west of the end of Trench 1. A number of water rolled pebbles were exposed in that area.

A charcoal sample was submitted to the University of Waikato Radiocarbon Dating Laboratory (Wk-32614) The radiocarbon 
dating results indicate a date range span of between 1571AD-1701AD (68.2% probability) and 1561AD-1711AD (95.4% 
probability), with a mean date of c.1636AD.   

No artefacts were recovered or observed as a result of the investigation.

Condition of the site

Current land use:

Threats:

Updated: 22/09/2017, Visited: 01/08/2011 - Property development

Updated: 22/09/2017, Visited: 01/08/2011 - Rural residential

Updated: 22/09/2017, Visited: 01/08/2011 - Below surface - Surface evidence has been obliterated, however, there is 
likely to be subsurface material present. Note that this is different from a destroyed site.
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P04/99NZAA SITE NUMBER:SITE RECORD INVENTORY

Supporting documentation held in ArchSite
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NZAA SITE RECORD ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
FORM  

SITE NO: P04/99 (N8/69) 

MAP NO: P04 SITE NAME:  
MAP NAME: WHANGAROA  

MAP EDITION: 1st 1984 SITE TYPE Terrace and  
GRID REFERENCE: 2587750  6688850 findspot. 
  
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Site revisited on 11. 12. 08. 
 
The site is located on the property of PJ Beavan and CA Thomas on land at the north end of Mahinepua 
Beach at Mahinepua on the southern Whangaroa coastline. The part of the site reported below is  
located on the summit of a knoll on the ridge that forms the central spine of the Mahinepua Peninsula.   
The knoll is directly above and to the west of a series of small baches. A fence line and farm access  
track occur   some 15-20m to the west and a small pine plantation occurs on the side of the hill some  
40m to the east. The site is approximately 45m above sea level.  
 
In addition to the archaeological features reported in September 2002 is a probable further small  
slumped terrace on the east side of the knoll some 8m from the summit. The outline of the terrace is  
vague and the area enclosed is difficult to determine. A test pit was placed on the east side and below   
the terrace by 3m. This revealed a small number of charcoal fragments, a small amount of heat 
shattered  
stone and a single small Kaeo obsidian flake, all of which appeared to have been discarded down the 
gentle slope below the terrace. No other remains were found in test pits down the spine of the ridge to  
the east.    
 
Reported by: Leigh Johnson 
                    Northern Archaeological Research 
                    67 Church St, Devonport 
                    Auckland 
 
Owner: PJ Beavan & CA Thomas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 



SITE COORDINATES (NZTM) Easting: Northing:1676563 6126985 Source: CINZAS

Finding aids to the location of the site

Scale 1:2,500

IMPERIAL SITE NUMBER: METRIC SITE NUMBER: P04/647

Brief description

OVENS/CULTIVATION

P04/647NZAA SITE NUMBER:

SITE TYPE:

SITE NAME(s):

Midden/Oven

DATE RECORDED:

Site Record Form

Recorded features

Soil - made

Other sites associated with this site
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Statement of condition

Site description

Condition of the site

Current land use:

Threats:
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Threats:
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P04/647NZAA SITE NUMBER:SITE RECORD INVENTORY

Supporting documentation held in ArchSite
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From: Hans-Dieter Bader
To: Mark Turnbull
Cc: Jennifer Mills; Ross Baker
Subject: Re: Authority to modify an unknown gardening site
Date: Wednesday, 22 July 2020 5:25:24 PM

Kia ora Mark,

I agree that the proposed building location is a fair distance from the two possible artificial
terraces identified in our pedestrian survey. As there are no surface features and no
indication of Maori gardening along the area of the proposed building location or nearby, I
would recommend undertaking the earthworks under an Accidental Discovery Protocol
(ADP). The probability of archaeological features is low within the proposed building
location but it is not zero due to the density of Maori occupation of the area. Therefore an
ADP is a practical way to manage that small remaining risk.

It is my understanding that the local office of Heritage NZ Pouhere Taonga (James or Bill)
have a standard ADP they developed and is supported by the District Council (we can help
with the ADP if my understanding is incorrect). Any condition that requires
involvement of an archaeologist (e.g. archaeological induction of contractors) can be done
by ASL if and as required. 

Please feel free to get in contact with any questions and/or issues. 

We wish you success with the building project.

Ngaa mihi nui,
Hans

Dr. Hans-Dieter Bader, Archaeologist
Archaeology Solutions Ltd
PO Box 48134
Blockhouse Bay
Auckland 0644
021 626 789
www.archaeologysolutions.co.nz

On Wed, 22 Jul 2020 at 10:45, Mark Turnbull <Mark@foleywines.co.nz> wrote:

Dear Hans

 

Thank you for your time just now.

 

I have marked on your original photograph the approximate location of  the proposed building
site.

 

As you can see this is well away from the identified possible gardening sites from the site visit.

mailto:hans@archaeologysolutions.co.nz
mailto:Mark@foleywines.co.nz
mailto:jennifer@jennifermills.co.nz
mailto:RBaker@heritage.org.nz
http://www.archaeologysolutions.co.nz/
mailto:Mark@foleywines.co.nz


 

In speaking to Ross, he advised that should you agree, that rather than seeking an authority to
modify an unknown gardening site, the best approach would be the accidental discovery
protocol.

 

This is because the intended  building site was not identified by you as a potential site of
interest.

 

If you would be good enough to confirm this to Ross would be greatly appreciated.

 

Ross, I hope I have accurately reflected our conversation.

 

Kind regards

Mark

 

 

 

From: Ross Baker <RBaker@heritage.org.nz>
Date: Wednesday, 22 July 2020 at 9:20 AM
To: Mark Turnbull <Mark@foleywines.co.nz>
Cc: Jennifer Mills <jennifer@jennifermills.co.nz>
Subject: RE: Authority to modify an unknown gardening site

 

Kia ora Mark,

 

Thank you for consulting with Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga on your proposed
development.

 

On the understanding that your intention is to build further up the property we recommend that
you forward your specific building proposal, plans, location and associated information to Dr
Hans-Dieter Bader and seek his written advice as to whether an authority is still required.
Please copy me in on the correspondence to and from Dr Bader.  

 

Please do call me if you have any questions regarding this matter.

mailto:RBaker@heritage.org.nz
mailto:Mark@foleywines.co.nz
mailto:jennifer@jennifermills.co.nz


 

Nga mihi

 

 

Ross Baker

Planner

 

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga | PO Box 836, Kerikeri 0245 |

PH: (64 9) 407 0470 | MOB: 027 351 9843 | Email: rbaker@heritage.org.nz

Visit www.heritage.org.nz and learn more about New Zealand’s heritage places

 

Tairangahia a tua whakarere; Tatakihia nga reanga o amuri ake nei – Honouring the past;
Inspiring the future

 

 

This communication may be a privileged communication. If you are not the intended recipient, then you are not authorised to
retain, copy or distribute it. Please notify the sender and delete the message in its entirety.

 

 

 

From: Mark Turnbull [mailto:Mark@foleywines.co.nz] 
Sent: Tuesday, 21 July 2020 11:58 am
To: Ross Baker
Cc: Jennifer Mills
Subject: Authority to modify an unknown gardening site

 

Dear Ross

 

Jeff Kemp kindly gave me your email address as he is assisting with our resource consent.

 

Our intention is to build a single story dwelling at 95D Omiru Road, Mahinepua.

 

mailto:rbaker@heritage.org.nz
http://www.heritage.org.nz/
mailto:Mark@foleywines.co.nz


As part of this process we have had Dr Hans-Dieter Bader assess the property. As a
consequence of this review, they have identified two possible historical gardening sites (please
see the attached photograph of location of the sites along with the report).

 

We have been advised that we should seek authority to modify an unknown gardening site
from Heritage NZ.

 

It should be noted that we have no intention to build any where near these locations (we
propose to be higher up closer to the pine trees (far away of the cliff face).

 

Can you please assist with this?

 

Thanks

Mark Turnbull and Jennifer Mills
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