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1.0 OVERVIEW 

The applicant owns and operates a quarry at Jamieson Road, Omanaia, on land legally 

described as Mangawhero O Blk VI Waoku SD. The operation was commenced many years 

ago, initially consented by both the Far North District Council and the Northland Regional 

Council. 

The consents are for the removal and extraction of (quarry) rock; and in the case of regional 

consent (CON20100886401), also for discharge of stormwater to land and diversion of 

stormwater. The district plan consents included a Quarry Development Plan, maximum cubic 

metres of rock, limits on truck movements, and limits on hours of operation (RC’s 1990031 & 

2031085). 

Since commencing operations, the methodology of extraction and the quantity extracted, 

stock piled and trucked off site, have all changed to meet demand. This has resulted in the 

District Council’s consent no longer being up to date and the Far North District Council has 

advised that a new consent is required. The Regional Consent is however, still current and still 

relied upon for operations. It expires on 31st August 2020 and will need renewing. 

This planning report is designed to serve as supporting documentation for applications to 

both the Northland Regional Council and to the Far North District Council. 

The report describes the site and the proposal. It assesses the proposed extraction activity 

against the relevant provisions of the Far North District Plan; the Operative Regional Water 

and Soil Plan for Northland; and the Proposed Regional Plan for Northland (PRP), to which 

Appeals have been lodged to the relevant sections.  

There is then an Assessment of Environmental Effects that also addresses standards and 

assessment criteria (where appropriate) from both district and regional plans. 

Section 6 contains a Statutory Assessment. There follows a record of Consultation and 

Conclusion. 

 

Copies of the Title (NA1819/70) and associated Forestry Right documentation are contained 

in Appendix 1 & 1A. 

 

2.0 SITE & LOCALITY 

The site is on land legally described as Mangawhero “O” Block located at Jamieson Road, 

Omanaia. A locality map is attached as Appendix 2. Jamieson Road is a short metal road 

(public) that comes off Omamaia Road. From that intersection it is approximately 2.5kms to 

the Omanaia Rd / State Highway 12 intersection to the east.  

The property that accommodates the quarry is at the culmination of the formed portion of 

Jamieson Road. The quarry working face area is located at the end of a 1.3km long internal 

access road.  
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The property is a long, narrow site, approximately 165m wide by 2km long. The quarry working 

face area is approximately 1.3km into the site. It is located (and is working) a small spur high 

up a relatively narrow valley with steep sided hills on either side and the Waima range to the 

rear (south), over 500m distant from the quarry working area. The quarry site is not visible from 

any public place and is isolated from any inhabited areas. 

The quarry working area and face takes up the entire width. In examining historic plans and 

aerial imagery it is noted that the extreme eastern edge of the quarry, an area bunded and 

used for manoeuvring, parking and some stock piling of material crosses the property 

boundary into the adjacent property. A bund is constructed around the outer edge of the 

quarry floor area. I am advised by the applicant that there is no need to access or utilise the 

area over the boundary any longer, albeit the bund should remain as constructed. 

Nonetheless ongoing operations should be required to be restricted to inside the property 

boundary unless the owner of that adjacent property accedes to access being granted. The 

working face to the west is within property boundaries and is required to be so by the current 

NRC Consent. 

The NRC consent references a Punui Stream tributary, which flows south of the working area, 

separated from the working face by a bund. This is the only tributary stream in the vicinity of 

the quarry. The NRC consent’s stamped approved plan shows settlement ponds and swamp 

area providing tertiary treatment.  

The 1.3km long private access road to the quarry is in good order, metal surface, of varying 

widths of 3.5m upwards, with two sturdy stream crossings constructed. The property supports 

some limited cattle grazing but primarily supports pine trees, nearing their harvest time. The 

property is subject to a Forestry Right – refer Appendix 1A. This specifies that the trees be 

harvested 25 years from date of agreement (October 1995), or at a deferred time by 

agreement, but no later than 28 years from date of agreement. This means the trees will be 

harvested in the next few years, likely within the duration of any new quarry consents. Forestry 

activities are separate from the quarry and operate under their own specific ‘rule regime’ in 

the District Plan.  

The property to the south is zoned Conservation, administered by DoC and is 500m south and 

over a ridge. The site and all other adjacent sites are zoned Rural Production. There is a 

partial outstanding landscape notation (reference District Plan) applying to the property. This 

has not been carried through (repeated) in the higher order and more recent Regional 

Policy Statement maps. 

 

Both the Operative Regional Water and Soil Plan and Proposed Regional Plan map a small 

area on the western extreme of the spur as it enters the property, as erosion prone. The 

property is within a vast underlying area noted as having kiwi present (not high density). 

 

A copy of the current Regional Consent is attached in Appendix 3; and the FNDC consents 

(two of), are attached in Appendix 4. The Quarry Management Plan (QMP) that 

accompanied the original FNDC consent is also attached. I have been unable to locate any 

updated QMP since that time. Refer Appendix 5. 
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3.0 DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSAL 

 

RC 2031085 provided for an increase from the originally consented 2000m3 volume per 

annum, up to a maximum volume of 10,000m3 per annum. The applicants now seek consent 

to extract up to 30,000m3 annually in order to meet demand. This is provided for within the 

regional council consent as there is no volume threshold in that consent. It does however 

require updated consent from the District Council. 

 

The proposed 30,000m3 is a maximum, not an average, and allows for peak supply. The 

operation does not create a large quantity of over burden and this is generally stored on the 

quarry floor.  The location and size of overburden areas is generally controlled via conditions 

of the Regional Council consent. Product is stockpiled at the quarry floor prior to trucking. 

 

Extraction methodology did not originally include blasting, but this is now required to loosen 

the rock. Blasting will occur 4-5 times annually. A crusher is brought onto the site about twice 

a year, for 2-3 weeks at a time. Both blasting and crushing operations are carried out by 

outside contractors, not the quarry owner/ operator. 

 

Stormwater management is currently carried out consistent with conditions of the NRC 

consent and existing QMP. A compliance monitoring check was last carried out by the NRC 

more than 12 months ago, with a confirmation letter received from NRC advising that all 

conditions were being adhered to – refer Appendix 3A. 

  

District Council consent and Regional Council renewal consent are sought for a duration of 

10 years apiece. Operating hours are proposed to be 7.30am to 7.00pm, Monday to 

Saturday with no work (including blasting, crushing or digger work) or truck movements 

occurring on Sundays or Public Holidays.   

 

It is anticipated that the absolute peak maximum number of daily truck movements will be 

no greater than 60 (30 inward and 30 outward). This will be monitored, as will the 

volume/tonnage being trucked out. Every effort will be made to minimise dust and noise 

nuisance.  

 

The site is largely owner operated, with the exception of crushing and blasting operations. 

Normally there would be 2-3 people on site. This increases to 4-5 on site when crushing or 

blasting is being carried out. Digger machinery remains on site. The crusher is only brought on 

site when required. No fuel is stored on site, and no explosives are stored on site. 

 

There are no permanent buildings on the site, but a temporarily located shed was visible at 

time of site visit. There is a reasonably large flat area to the east of the worked face that 

provides adequate space for stockpiling, turning trucks, digger operations, and parking. 

 

Cartage of excavated material will be via truck as well as truck and trailer units, with volume 

required as well as timing, largely driven by demand. This will result in busy times, interspersed 

with long periods of dormancy, typical for a quarry. Truck movements will be controlled via a 

restriction on numbers per day, specified hours of operation, and speed restrictions.  
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The operation of the quarry will be in accordance with best quarry management practices 

and as set out in the Quarry Development Plan, a draft of which is attached in Appendix 7.  

 

4.0 ACTIVITY STATUS – CONSENT REQUIREMENTS 

 

4.1 Operative Regional Water & Soil Plan   

 

The extraction activity falls within the description of land disturbance activities and is subject 

to the rules and standards in Chapters 32 to 35 of the Regional Water and Soil Plan for 

Northland (RWSP). The current operation has a consent CON20100886401, with an expiry 

date in August 2020 (Appendix 3). Given the need for an updated District Plan consent, it 

would seem timely to apply for the renewal now, even though there is a year remaining on 

the current NRC consent. 

 

The control of run off from a land disturbance activity is controlled via rules in Chapter 22 of 

the RWSP. Stormwater discharge from a controlled activity land disturbance is also a 

controlled activity under Rule 22.2.1, provided specified standards and criteria are met, as is 

the diversion of stormwater from land disturbance activities. 

 

In summary, the activity is consented via CON20100886401, as a controlled activity under the 

Operative RWSP. This application is for a renewal of the existing consent, also as a controlled 

activity.  

4.2 Proposed Regional Plan   

The Proposed Regional Plan (PRP) was publicly notified in September 2017, with rules having 

immediate effect. Decisions on submissions have been issued and the Appeal period has 

now ended. There have been Appeals lodged on the rules relevant to quarries, so the Plan is 

not yet Operative and has not therefore replaced the Operative Plan – i.e. both plans must 

be considered.   

 

Quarry operations are a land disturbance activity. The PRP takes a different approach to its 

permitted activity thresholds compared with the operative RWSP, instead looking at square 

metre extent of earthworks as a permitted threshold rather than volume (m2 not m3). Rule 

C.8.3.1 Earthworks – Permitted Activity is the relevant rule. Earthworks is defined as including 

quarrying. This rule provides for up to 2500m2 of exposed earth at any one time where land is 

defined as “erosion prone”; and 5,000m2 of exposed earth on any other land is permitted at 

any one time. An area less than 2500m2 within the site is mapped as “erosion prone”. In 

regard to the 5000m2 threshold applying to other land, the operating area is greater than 

5,000m2 exposed at any one time. 

 

The activity for which a renewal of consent is being requested is a controlled activity under 

Rule C.8.3.2. Stormwater discharge and diversion associated with quarrying are covered 

within that same rule.  
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4.3 Far North District Plan   

The site is zoned Rural Production and has an outstanding landscape overlay in the current 

Operative District Plan. Notably, however, there is no such notation in the more up to date 

and higher order Regional Policy Statement. Copies of both District Plan maps, and the RPS 

maps are attached in Appendix 6.  

 

Quarrying activities do not fall within the definition of Excavation/Filling and are dealt with 

separately. Where quarrying is for farm use only, it falls outside of the rules. However, if the 

quarry operation becomes commercial, then consent is required.  

 

The quarry has two previous RC’s issued by the FNDC:  

 

RC 1990031, issued in 2000, providing for 2,000m3 per annum; and 

RC 2031085, issued in 2005, providing for 10,000m3 per annum. 

Refer Appendix 4. 

 

When considering the increase in annual volume of extraction now being sought, the 

relevant discretionary activity rule is: 

 

Rule 12.3.6.3.1 Mining and Quarrying Activities Outside the Minerals Zone 

All activities associated with mining or quarrying other than quarries covered by the definition 

of normal rural practices shall be conducted in accordance with a Development plan 

prepared in accordance with the provisions of Rule 8.8.5.3.3 Development Plans. 

 

The proposed quarry does not fall within the definition of normal rural practices, and is not in 

a Minerals Zone. The activity is therefore a discretionary activity under the above district wide 

rule. An updated draft Quarry Development Plan forms part of this application. 

 

An assessment against Rural Production Zone rules and other potentially relevant district wide 

rules follows: 

RURAL PRODUCTION ZONE RULES: 

 

  

Permitted Standards Comment Compliance Assessment 

8.6.5.1.1 RESIDENTIAL INTENSITY 

 

 N/A 

 

8.6.5.1.2 SUNLIGHT 

 

 N/A 

8.6.5.1.3 STORMWATER 

MANAGEMENT  

The maximum proportion of the 

gross site area covered by 

buildings and other 

impermeable surfaces shall be 

15%. 

The site is over 30ha in area. The 

total impermeable surface is less 

than 15% of 30ha (4.5ha). 

 

Worked area plus access road 

(5m width or less over 1.5kms) is 

estimated to be less than 3ha. 

Complies. 

8.6.5.1.4 SETBACK FROM 

BOUNDARIES  

 N/A 

 

8.6.5.1.6 KEEPING OF ANIMALS  N/A 

8.6.5.1.7 NOISE  Crushing and blasting activities Potential breach of noise limits 
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(a) All activities except 

temporary military training 

activities shall be so conducted 

as to ensure that noise from the 

site shall not exceed the 

following noise limits as 

measured at or within the 

boundary of any other site in this 

zone, or at any site in the 

Residential, Coastal Residential 

or Russell Township Zones, or at 

or within the notional boundary 

of any dwelling in any other rural 

or coastal zone: 0700 to 2200 

hours 65 dBA L10 2200 to 0700 

hours 45 dBA L10 and 70 dBA 

Lmax 

 

will occur. The original 

application when the quarry first 

established estimated the 

nearest dwellings to be 2.5kms 

away, near Omanaia. Aerial 

imagery indicates the dwelling 

on the site to the north of the 

application site to be closer – 

perhaps 1.5kms distant. Crushing 

and blasting will only occur 

during the day time hours 

applying to the zone – starting 

after 0700 hours and ceasing 

prior to 2200 hours (well before 

this). 

Blasting is an extremely short 

duration noise and likely does 

not therefore breach noise 

thresholds.  The only aspect of 

the quarry operation that may 

breach noise levels at boundary 

(but not at any notional 

boundary of any residence) is 

the crushing operation – twice 

annually for a duration of 2-3 

weeks each time.  

at the boundary when crushing 

activity is occurring. 

8.6.5.1.8 BUILDING HEIGHT  

 

 N/A 

8.6.5.1.9 HELICOPTER LANDING 

AREA 

 N/A 

8.6.5.1.10 BUILDING COVERAGE   N/A 

 

8.6.5.1.11 SCALE OF ACTIVITIES  

For activities other than those 

provided for in the in the 

exemptions below, the total 

number of people engaged at 

any one period of time in 

activities on a site, including 

employees and persons making 

use of any facilities, but 

excluding people who normally 

reside on the site or are 

members of the household shall 

not exceed  4 persons per site or 

1 person per 1ha of net site 

area, whichever is the greater.  

 

It is anticipated that there will 

normally be 2-3 people on site. 

This increases to 4-5 on site when 

crushing or blasting is being 

carried out.  This is well within the 

permitted activity threshold – 

which provides for 30 people on 

site. 

 

Complies. 

8.6.5.1.12 TEMPORARY EVENTS  

 

 N/A 

   

DISTRICT WIDE RULES   

12.1 LANDSCAPE AND NATURAL 

FEATURES 

Outstanding Landscape  

12.1.6.1.4 EXCAVATION AND/OR 

FILLING WITHIN AN 

OUTSTANDING LANDSCAPE 

Excavation and/or filling on any 

Quarrying is not specifically 

excluded from either the 

definition of excavation, nor this 

rule. Volumes and cut face 

Cannot comply, defaults to 

discretionary activity status. 
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site within an Outstanding 

Landscape as shown on the 

Resource Maps, is permitted 

provided that:  

(a) it does not exceed 300m3 in 

any 12 month period per site; 

and  

(b) it does not involve a cut 

and/or filled face exceeding 

1.5m in height i.e. the maximum 

permitted cut and/or fill height 

may be 3m; and  

(c) any cut or fill areas that will 

be visible from a viewing point 

on a public road, public reserve, 

coastal marine area or the 

foreshore shall be stabilised 

using mulch, hydroseeding, or 

other rapid effective stabilisation 

technique. All other cut and fill 

areas will be revegetated as 

soon as practicable in the spring 

or autumn immediately 

following construction. 

height exceeds the thresholds in 

this rule and in Rule 12.1.6.2.2, 

restricted discretionary 

equivalent 

12.2 INDIGENOUS FLORA & 

FAUNA 

Clearance of indigenous 

vegetation in the Rural 

Production and Minerals Zones 

which is more than 10 years old 

is a permitted activity where: (a) 

it is not in a remnant forest, not 

within 20m of a lake (as 

scheduled in Appendix 1C), 

indigenous wetland or 

continually flowing river, and the 

clearance does not exceed 2ha 

per site existing as at 1 February 

2005 in any 10 year period while 

this rule is in force; or (b) if in a 

remnant forest, it is not within 

20m of a lake (as scheduled in 

Appendix 1C), indigenous 

wetland or continually flowing 

river, and the clearance does 

not exceed 500m2 per site 

existing as at 1 February 2005 in 

any 10 year period while this rule 

is in force 

No clearance of indigenous 

vegetation is required for the 

ongoing quarrying operation. 

 

12.3 SOILS AND MINERALS 

12.3.6.1.1 EXCAVATION AND/OR 

FILLING, EXCLUDING MINING 

AND QUARRYING, IN THE RURAL 

PRODUCTION ZONE OR KAURI 

CLIFFS ZONE  

Rule excludes Mining & 

Quarrying. Covered instead in 

Rule 12.3.6.3.1 – see below. 

N/A 

12.3.6.3.1 MINING AND 

QUARRYING ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE 

THE MINERALS ZONE  

This is a discretionary activity rule 

requirement. A Development 

Plan is provided, in accordance 

Discretionary activity 
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All activities associated with 

mining and/or quarrying other 

than quarries covered by the 

definition of normal rural 

practices shall be conducted in 

accordance with a 

Development Plan, prepared in 

accordance with the provisions 

of Rule 8.8.5.3.3 Development 

Plans. 

with the provisions of Rule 

8.8.5.3.3 Development Plans. 

12.4 NATURAL HAZARDS 

12.4.6.1.2 FIRE RISK TO 

RESIDENTIAL UNITS  

 N/A 

12.5 HERITAGE (including 12.5A 

and 5B) 

  N/A 

12.7 LAKES, RIVERS, WETLANDS 

and the COASTLINE 

 I not believe there are any 

lakes, rivers or wetlands (as 

defined in the District Plan) 

within the required setback 

distances in the District Plan for 

impermeable surfaces (30m).  

There is the sump, drain and 

settlement ponds established for 

the purposes of sediment 

control, but these are not rivers, 

lakes or wetlands by definition. 

I believe the activity complies 

with this rule. 

12.8 HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES No hazardous substances stored 

on site. 

Complies 

12.9 RENEWABLE ENERGY & 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

 N/A 

   

15.1 TRAFFIC, PARKING and 

ACCESS. 

  

15.1.6A.2.1 TRAFFIC INTENSITY  

The Traffic Intensity threshold 

value for a site shall be 

determined for each zone by 

Table 15.1.6A.1 above. The 

Traffic Intensity Factor for a 

proposed activity (subject to the 

exemptions identified below) 

shall be determined by 

reference to Appendix 3A in Part 

4. 

There does not appear to be 

any activity in the District Plan’s 

Appendix 3A that is akin to a 

quarrying operation.  

Truck movements are believed 

to be able to be restricted to a 

maximum in any one day of no 

more than 60 daily one way 

movements. 

Complies 

15.1.6B.1.1 PARKING –  There is ample manoeuvring 

area. 

 

   

16.6.1.1 LIGHT SPILL & GLARE  

 

 N/A 

16.6.1.2 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

FOR ALL SIGNS  

 

 N/A 

 

Identified rule breaches/requirements are: 
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Potentially Rule 8.6.5.1.7 Noise, but only insofar as temporary crushing activity; 

Rule 12.1.6.1.4 (permitted) and 12.1.6.2.2 (restricted discretionary) rules regarding 

excavation/filling in any area noted as Outstanding Landscape; 

Rule 12.3.6.3.1 Mining and Quarrying activities outside of the Minearls Zone – Discretionary 

Activity rule.  

In summary, the proposed quarry operation is a discretionary activity under the Far North 

District Plan. All activities associated with quarrying shall be conducted in accordance with a 

Development Plan prepared in accordance with the provisions of Rule 8.8.5.3.3 

Development Plans. A draft Quarry Development Plan is attached in Appendix 7. 

The activity is a controlled activity under Regional Plans. 

As has been noted earlier, forest harvesting activities will be taking place within the next few 

years. Forestry activities are exempt from traffic intensity factor rules so traffic associated with 

the harvesting cannot be counted as part of any traffic movements associated with the 

quarry. Similarly forestry activities are treated differently when looking at the Scale of 

Activities provisions, with 2 persons per ha provided for as a permitted activity. This too is 

outside of the scope of the quarry operations and should not be considered. 

5.3 Assessment of Environmental Effects 

 

In considering an application, the consent authority may disregard any effect on the 

environment if the plan permits an activity with that effect. The matters considered relevant 

to assessing effects on the environment, for the proposed activity, are outlined below: 

5.3.1 Stormwater and sediment and erosion control 

This is addressed primarily via the existing conditions of the NRC consent. It is considered that 

so long as the NRC is satisfied with the stormwater management on site, and sediment and 

erosion control measures required by its consent, so too should the District Council. Activities 

are controlled by conditions within CON20100886401 which includes consent for discharging 

stormwater and diverting stormwater. The Proposed Regional Plan incorporates these 

stormwater components within earthworks consents. The existing Regional Council consent’s 

conditions 2, 6, 7 & 8 relate to stormwater and sediment control. 

 

5.3.2 Indigenous Vegetation & Fauna 

 

Only minimal indigenous vegetation remains within the area on the site to be worked. There 

has previously been exotic plantings on the areas worked. The continued working of this 

quarry site will not, in my opinion, adversely affect significant indigenous vegetation. The site 

is identified as potentially having kiwi present. However, as the area has been an operating 

quarry for some time now, it is highly unlikely that any kiwi are actually nesting in the area 

being worked. Kiwi may have established themselves elsewhere on the site away from the 
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quarry working area, and this is something that should be investigated if and when forestry 

harvesting begins. However, this consent application is for the quarry, not for forestry 

harvesting, which is subject to National Forestry regulations legislation in any event. 

 

5.3.3 Any Effects on heritage and cultural values 

 

There are no known sites of significance to Maori noted in the District Plan, and no 

Archaeological Sites noted on the NZAA database. This application is to seek consent to 

continue working an existing quarry, at a higher rate of extraction. It is not for a new quarry. I 

note that the information provided with the original application commented that “given the 

location of the site and its physical nature...... it is extremely unlikely that there would be any 

archaeological sites on the spur to be quarried”. 

 

5.3.4 Visual Effects (including landscape values) 

 

The quarry site is very enclosed in terms of its visual catchment and some considerable 

distance away from any public viewing point. Whilst the existing operative District Plan shows 

the site as Outstanding Landscape this notation is now outdated and obviously regarded as 

defunct by the Regional Council when reviewing outstanding landscape areas for the 

purpose of its Regional Policy Statement maps. The RPS map’s outstanding landscape 

notation, updated and amended, stops some distance to the west, two properties away. 

Maps are attached in Appendix 6. The site does not have any landscape values and the 

quarry site is not visible from any public viewing place. 

 

5.3.5 Land use incompatibility Effects 

The site is long and narrow, with the quarry site at the southern end, furtherest away from any 

road and residential dwellings. The distance from any houses minimises the risk of land use 

incompatibility effects associated with the working of the quarry. As a location the site is 

perfect as a working area for extraction activities because of its isolation and limited visual 

catchment. Truck movements associated with the quarry operations is the one component 

of the activity that occurs in proximity to residential uses. Trucks are travelling relatively slowly 

leaving the site as they are laden and travelling on an uphill gradient prior to reaching the 

first intersection. However, empty trucks coming to the site would be travelling quicker. 

Jamieson Road has extra width on corners, and is metal surface. Dust in summer months / dry 

conditions is inevitable. Truck drivers can be asked to take care, but Jamieson Road is public 

road so the consent holder would not have control over driver behaviour. Signage can be 

erected requesting trucks to slow down to reduce dust nuisance to nearby residences. 

Signage can also be erected to fore warn other road users of the proximity of a quarry and 

potential for trucks to be operating. Official temporary speed restriction signs could also be 

used at busy times. 

5.3.6 Noise & Vibration Effects 

I hold no claim to being an acoustic expert, but given the isolated location of the working 

area, some distance from any residence, I do not believe the quarry operations would 

create more than minor adverse noise effects. The original consent did not encompass 
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blasting, however this is an infrequent event and I do not believe the noise associated with 

blasting, given distance, short duration, and limited occasions it would occur, would create 

more than minor noise effects. The two nearest residences are to the north, one with access 

off Jamieson Road, and the other off Omanaia Road – both 1.5kms or more distant. The 

quarry operator could be required to advise neighbouring property owners in advance of 

when blasting is to occur such that there are no surprises. Crushing activity will occur once or 

twice a year for a duration of 2-3 weeks at a time. This would likely breach the noise rules at 

boundary, but not in regard to the notional boundary of any residential unit on adjoining 

properties, given the distance. 

5.3.7 Dust Effects 

See earlier comments under 5.3.5. The quarry working site is accessed via a longer internal 

access road (entirely internal to the site). When carrying out my site visit I noted this access 

road was largely enclosed within areas of pine trees except for the flats just to the south of 

Jamieson Road. Speed restriction signage can be erected at intervals along the access 

road. 

I did not observe any nearby residences on land to the west and east in regard to either the 

quarry working area or the access road. The property adjoining to the north, however, 

supports a residence with access off Jamieson Rd. This party is known to have voiced their 

concerns to the Council in the past about truck movements on the road and dust nuisance. 

As stated earlier, signage can be erected on Jamieson Road to ask trucks to drive slowly to 

reduce dust. At busy times, it is suggested that road signage can be placed on nearby 

public roads advising other motorists to beware of quarry truck traffic. 

5.3.8 Traffic Effects 

The already granted District Council consents included a requirement for the consent holder 

to carry out improvement works on Jamieson and Omanaia Roads, to a value of $40,000. It is 

understood this works was done.  The internal access road has been kept well maintained, 

including fords across water courses between the quarry site and the public road.  

 

Quarry access road as one first enters the site – facing south. The quarry working site cannot be seen – 

1.5-2km distant, internal to the site. The open gateway marks the end of public road, and 

commencement of private access road. 



  Thomson Survey Limited 
Quarry Consent – FNDC & NRC  Aug-19 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Page | 13 

Planning Report and Assessment of Environmental Effects Wright Job #8849 
  .Jamieson Road,Omanaia 
 
 

 

With an increase in maximum allowable volume, there will also be an increase in traffic 

movements associated with cartage of material. As with any quarry there will be busy times, 

and quiet/dormant times. It is the busy times that sets the maximum number of daily one way 

movements that might occur.  

 

One of two fords on the access road 

The permitted number of traffic movements in the zone is 60 daily one way movements, 

regardless of size and type of vehicle. The rule only applies with establishing a new activity or 

changing an activity on a site.  

The effects of 60 daily one way movements (30 movements in and 30 movements out) is 

therefore the permitted baseline benchmark for assessing effects. The Council may disregard 

any effect that would result from a permitted activity threshold. The applicant is prepared to 

limit truck movements to the permitted number of no more than 60 daily one-way 

movements by way of a condition of consent and monitoring requirements. 

Truck drivers can be advised of the need to drive with care and drive slowly past residential 

areas on the metal portions of public roads, prior to reaching SH 12 (sealed surface). Signage 

can be erected to forewarn other motorists of the likelihood of truck movements associated 

the quarry – perhaps temporarily rather than permanently, used when the quarry is 

operating, but taken down again when it is not.  

5.3.9 Neighbouring properties  

There do not appear to be any residential dwellings on any immediately adjacent site to the 

west, east or south. Land to the south is all in bush/trees and rugged and steep, is zoned 

Conservation and administered by the Department of Conservation. Land to the west and 

east is rough pasture and trees. It is hard to imagine the actual quarry face operational works 

would have any adverse effect on neighbouring properties given the isolation, distance and 

topographical features. 

Truck movements associated with carting material would seem to be only part of the activity 

that has a potential effect on neighbouring properties, and then the only neighbouring 

property that supports a residence is that to the north – where aerial photographs and 

Google street view show a driveway entrance leading up away to the west of Jamieson 

Road – Mangawhero G3A. The next closest residence is after Jamieson Road intersects with 
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another road, heading northeast towards Omanaia. Whilst these dwellings are 1.5km from 

the quarry working face and as such not adversely affected by noise, they are potentially 

affected by truck movements – dust and safety aspects. Potential mitigation measures are 

discussed above. 

The quarry operator undertakes to take all reasonable and practicable steps to minimise 

traffic safety risks and dust nuisance. 

Advance notice of any blasting activities is addressed earlier in this report. 

5.3.10 Information and monitoring  

Refer to draft Quarry Development Plan. The quarry shall be operated in accordance with 

the final approved Quarry Development Plan and in accordance with any conditions of 

resource consent from both Northland Regional Council and Far North District Council. 

 

5.3.11 Quarry Development Plan Assessment Criteria 

There are specific assessment criteria in Chapter 11 of the District Plan relating to Quarry 

Development Plans. These are addressed in the table below: 

(a) The siting of buildings, machinery and 

stockpiles relative to adjacent properties in order 

to avoid visual domination, loss of privacy and 

sunlight to those properties and nuisance due to 

traffic, dust, noise and vibration.  

No permanent buildings. A small amount of 

machinery at the quarry face, and areas for 

stockpile also identified. Any stockpiled material 

will need to be within property boundaries. The 

site has limited visual catchment with no 

residences in the vicinity of the quarry working 

face. 

(b) The size, location and design of landscaped 

areas and the extent to which bunds, trees and 

planting are used to mitigate adverse effects. 

There is a bund at the rear (south). The site cannot 

be seen from any public viewing place and there 

are no nearby residences. 

(c) The location and design of vehicular and 

pedestrian access, on site vehicle manoeuvring 

and parking areas and the ability of those to 

mitigate the adverse effects of additional traffic. 

 Long internal access road, to a standard already 

approved by Council pursuant to existing 

consents. Plenty of manoeuvring/parking area at 

the quarry working face. Internal access road 

intersects directly onto Jamieson Road in what is 

effectively a straight line, no safety issues 

identified at this ‘intersection’. 

Jamieson Road public metal road of varying 

widths, widened at corners.  Aerial photography 

indicates a single residence on Jamieson Road. 

Signage could be erected to ensure truck drivers 

are aware of the driveway crossing; and similarly 

signage could alert users of Jamieson (& 

Omanaia) Roads to the potential for trucks to be 

present. 

(d) The effect of the mining and quarrying 

operations on existing activities located on the 

approach roads.  

Sparsely populated area, with land mostly in 

rough pasture and trees. Potential for forestry 

harvesting operations in the near future, primarily 

from the application site itself. This is a permitted 

activity and harvesting operations will not be 

adversely affected by quarry traffic. 

(e) The extent to which hours of operation are 

appropriate in terms of the surrounding 

environment. 

Hours of operation are to be Mon-Sat, 0730hrs to 

1900hrs. 
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(f) Noise generation and the extent to which 

reduction measures are used.  

The distance that the quarry working face is from 

any residence is the principle ‘reduction’ 

measure. 

(g) The risks caused by blasting and vibration and 

the extent to which avoidance measures are 

used.  

All blasting operations will be conducted by 

suitably qualified and licensed operators. The area 

where blasting will occur is at the quarry working 

face, a considerable distance from the nearest 

residence. The operator can be required to 

provide advance notice to neighbouring 

properties of any blasting operations. Blasting is 

only likely to occur 4-5 times annually. 

(h) The effects of the proposed development on 

the continued operation or future expansion of 

the existing activities in the surrounding area 

The quarry operation will remain within the site. It 

will not impact on the continued operation of 

existing activities in the surrounding area – 

primarily vacant land with rough pasture and 

bush. 

(i) The methods of containing tailings and the 

extent to which adverse effects are avoided or 

mitigated.  

There are no tailings. Overburden is minimal and 

will be placed at locations approved in NRC 

consents. 

(j) The methods and staging for rehabilitating the 

site as mining and quarrying is completed, and 

the extent to which the natural drainage pattern, 

contours and indigenous vegetation will be 

restored.  

Once the resource subject to this consent is 

depleted/played out, the site will be replanted.  

(k) Any recognized standards promulgated by 

industry groups 

The quarry is an existing activity, with blasting and 

crushing activities carried out by experienced and 

qualified people.  

 

5.3.12 Other Matters in Schedule 4 

There are no other possible alternative locations or methods for undertaking the activity. A 

resource suitable for quarrying is where it is and cannot be moved.  

 

Mitigation measures – refer to Quarry Development/Management Plan. 

 

Consultation – this is addressed later in this report. 

 

The activity’s existing regional consent contains a s128 review clause, and any renewal will 

similarly contain such a clause. The Dsitrict Council consent can also contain a review clause. 

Both consents, along with the Quarry Development Plan will be monitored by the respective 

Councils.   

 

There are no known protected customary rights applying to the land.  

 

5.4 Regional Water and Soil Plan, and Proposed Regional Plan Considerations 

5.4.1 Standards 

 

Relevant sections of the Operative Regional Water and Soil Plan for Northland are sections 32 

and 36. The activities comprise quarrying, and diversion and discharge of storm water. The 

quarrying falls under “Land Disturbance Activities” and are subject to assessment under the 
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General Environmental Standards in Section 32.1. Also relevant are Standards in Section 32.2 

relating to earthworks.  

 

Relevant assessment criteria are found in Sections 36.4 and 36.1 (land disturbance and 

stormwater discharge respectively). The application to Regional Council is for a renewal of 

an existing consent. The existing consent does not limit volume. 

 

General Environmental Standard Performance 
1. The short-term visual clarity of any permanently 

flowing river or wetland shall not be reduced by 

more than 40%, after reasonable mixing, due to 

sediment or sediment laden discharge originating 

from the site of the land disturbance activity. 

Refer to CON20100886401, condition 9. 

2. The short-term visual clarity of any lake or 

coastal waters shall not be reduced by more than 

20%, after reasonable mixing, due to sediment or 

sediment laden discharge originating from the site 

of the land disturbance activity. 

N/A 

3. No vegetation, slash, soil, earth, rock, or any 

other debris shall be allowed to enter or shall be 

placed in a position where it could readily enter, 

or be carried into, a river, lake or wetland, that 

may result in: • Diversion or damming; and/or • 

Bed or bank erosion; and/or • Adverse effects on 

ecosystems that are more than minor. 

Refer to CON20100886401, condition 2. 

4. No vegetation, slash, soil, earth, rock or any 

other debris shall be allowed to enter or shall be 

placed in a position where it could enter and 

have more than minor adverse effects within the 

Coastal Marine Area. 

N/A 

5. All practicable measures shall be taken to 

avoid creating erosion features such as sheet 

wash, slips, slumps, rills and gullies, wind erosion, 

blow outs and stream bank erosion and to 

mitigate the effects of existing erosion features. 

Refer to CON20100886401, condition 8. 

6. The activity shall not interfere with or destroy 

any waahi tapu, as defined in the Definitions, 

urupa or any other sites known to the local iwi 

which are of spiritual or cultural significance to 

Maori, which have been identified to the Council. 

Should archaeological remains or features be 

uncovered the activity shall cease and the 

Council notified as soon as practicable. Also as 

soon as practicable the Council will then notify 

the appropriate tangata whenua entity. The 

activity shall not be recommenced without the 

authority of the New Zealand Historic Places Trust. 

No known waahi tapu, urupa or other site of 

spiritual or cultural significance to Maori. 

7. To prevent erosion where vegetation clearance 

results in areas of exposed soil, these areas shall 

be revegetated as soon as practicable in the 

spring or autumn immediately following, to 

achieve an 80% ground cover within 24 months of 

the operation being completed. 

No indigenous vegetation clearance required for 

the continued working of the spur. 

8. No storage, mixing of fuels, oils, agrichemicals or 

other similar substances shall take place in the 

Riparian Management Zone. 

Refer to CON20100886401, condition 11. 
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9. All vegetation shall be felled away from any 

water body unless, for safety reasons, it is 

impractical to do so 

N/A 

10. There are no more than minor adverse effects 

on aquatic life. 

Subject to compliance with regional council 

consent conditions, this criteria can be met. 

11. The activity shall not take place within any 

indigenous wetland and, where the activity 

involves the taking, use, drainage or diversion of 

water, the activity shall not cause any change to 

the seasonal or annual range in water level of any 

indigenous wetland to an extent that may 

adversely affect the wetland’s natural ecosystem. 

Refer to CON20100886401, conditions 6 and 7 and 

stamped plan.  

12. Any adverse effect on the ability of any 

downstream water users to take water to meet 

their authorised needs is minimised. 

N/A 

  

Earthworks Environmental Standards Performance 
1. Where earthworks result in areas without 

vegetation cover, these areas shall be 

revegetated as soon as practicable in the spring 

or autumn immediately following, to an 80% 

ground cover within 24 months of the operation 

being completed. Where the operation is not 

finished but will need to stop for the winter 

months, any bare area must be over sown with a 

temporary cover or mulched in autumn or there 

must be contingency measures in place, to 

minimise soil loss. 

The existing Regional Council consent does not 

require revegetation. 

2. Batters and side castings are to be stabilised by 

appropriate measures such as compacting, 

seeding, drainage and/or other methods of 

stabilisation to avoid slumping of upslope land 

and movement of soil offsite such that it can enter 

a water body or the Coastal Marine Area. 

Refer to CON20100886401, various conditions and 

stamped plan. 

3. Roading and tracking shall be adequately 

maintained at all times or revegetated when no 

longer in use, to avoid or minimise erosion and 

sediment discharges to any adjacent water 

bodies or the Coastal Marine Area. 

Access track is maintained. 

4. All earthworks shall incorporate stormwater 

controls including water tables, grade control 

structures and cut-off drains and any other runoff 

control measures necessary to prevent scour from 

channelled water and to prevent sediment 

discharges. 

Refer to CON20100886401, conditions relating to 

stormwater controls. 

 

The quarry activity is a controlled activity under the Operative Regional Water and Soil Plan, 

and therefore only subject to the matters to which the regional council limits its control under 

Section 33.2: 

 

Matters Subject to Control  

The matters over which the Council will exercise control are:  

(1) The adequacy of sediment and runoff control measures.  

(2) The location and extent of any earthworks.  

(3) The adequacy of site rehabilitation and revegetation measures to control sediment discharge and 

adverse effects on soil conservation.  
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(4) Information and monitoring requirements. 

 

All of the above listed matters have been addressed in the above Assessment of 

Environmental Effects, which primarily refers to the existing regional council consent 

condtions. 

 

The proposal is a controlled activity under the Proposed Regional Plan. The Assessment of 

Effects earlier in this report is also relevant to assessing effects pursuant to the Proposed 

Regional Plan. 

 

6.0 STATUTORY ASSESSMENT   

6.1 Far North District Plan Objectives and Policies 

 

As a discretionary activity under the Far North District Plan, consideration of the application 

requires an assessment of the proposal against the relevant objectives and policies of the Far 

North District Plan. In this instance the relevant objectives and policies are considered to be 

those in Chapters 8, specifically 8.6; those in Chapter 12.3, specifically those relating to 

quarrying and minerals; and Chapter 12.1 in regard to the outstanding landscape notation. 

 

Rural Environment Objectives and Policies 

8.3 OBJECTIVES  

8.3.1 To promote the sustainable management of natural and physical resources of the rural 

environment while enabling activities to establish in the rural environment.  

8.3.2 To ensure that the life supporting capacity of soils is not compromised by inappropriate 

subdivision, use or development.  

8.3.3 To avoid, remedy or mitigate the adverse and cumulative effects of activities on the rural 

environment.  

8.3.4 To protect areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna.  

8.3.6 To avoid actual and potential conflicts between land use activities in the rural environment.  

8.3.7 To promote the maintenance and enhancement of amenity values of the rural environment to a 

level that is consistent with the productive intent of the zone. 

8.3.9 To enable rural production activities to be undertaken in the rural environment. 

8.3.10 To enable the activities compatible with the amenity values of rural areas and rural production 

activities to establish in the rural environment.  

8.4 POLICIES  

8.4.1 That activities which will contribute to the sustainable management of the natural and physical 

resources of the rural environment are enabled to locate in that environment.  
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8.4.2 That activities be allowed to establish within the rural environment to the extent that any adverse 

effects of these activities are able to be avoided, remedied or mitigated and as a result the life 

supporting capacity of soils and ecosystems is safeguarded and rural productive activities are able to 

continue.  

8.4.4 That development which will maintain or enhance the amenity value of the rural environment and 

outstanding natural features and outstanding landscapes be enabled to locate in the rural 

environment.  

8.4.5 That plan provisions encourage the avoidance of adverse effects from incompatible land uses, 

particularly new developments adversely affecting existing land-uses (including by constraining the 

existing land-uses on account of sensitivity by the new use to adverse affects from the existing use – i.e. 

reverse sensitivity).  

8.4.6 That areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna 

habitat be protected as an integral part of managing the use, development and protection of the 

natural and physical resources of the rural environment.  

8.4.7 That Plan provisions encourage the efficient use and development of natural and physical 

resources, including consideration of demands upon infrastructure.  

8.4.8 That, when considering subdivision, use and development in the rural environment, the Council will 

have particular regard to ensuring that its intensity, scale and type is controlled to ensure that adverse 

effects on habitats (including freshwater habitats), outstanding natural features and landscapes on the 

amenity value of the rural environment, and where appropriate on natural character of the coastal 

environment, are avoided, remedied or mitigated. Consideration will further be given to the functional 

need for the activity to be within rural environment and the potential cumulative effects of non-farming 

activities. 

Rural Production Zone Objectives and Policies  

Objectives: 

8.6.3.1 To promote the sustainable management of natural and physical resources in the Rural 

Production Zone.  

8.6.3.2 To enable the efficient use and development of the Rural Production Zone in a way that enables 

people and communities to provide for their social, economic, and cultural well being and for their 

health and safety.  

8.6.3.3 To promote the maintenance and enhancement of the amenity values of the Rural Production 

Zone to a level that is consistent with the productive intent of the zone.  

8.6.3.4 To promote the protection of significant natural values of the Rural Production Zone.  

8.6.3.6 To avoid, remedy or mitigate the actual and potential conflicts between new land use activities 

and existing lawfully established activities (reverse sensitivity) within the Rural Production Zone and on 

land use activities in neighbouring zones.  

8.6.3.7 To avoid remedy or mitigate the adverse effects of incompatible use or development on natural 

and physical resources.  

8.6.3.8 To enable the efficient establishment and operation of activities and services that have a 

functional need to be located in rural environments.  
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8.6.3.9 To enable rural production activities to be undertaken in the zone. 

Policies 

8.6.4.1 That a wide range of activities be allowed in the Rural Production Zone, subject to the need to 

ensure that any adverse effects on the environment, including any reverse sensitivity effects, resulting 

from these activities are avoided, remedied or mitigated and are not to the detriment of rural 

productivity.  

8.6.4.2 That standards be imposed to ensure that the off site effects of activities in the Rural Production 

Zone are avoided, remedied or mitigated.  

8.6.4.3 That land management practices that avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on natural and 

physical resources be encouraged.  

8.6.4.4 That the type, scale and intensity of development allowed shall have regard to the 

maintenance and enhancement of the amenity values of the Rural Production Zone to a level that is 

consistent with the productive intent of the zone.  

8.6.4.5 That the efficient use and development of physical and natural resources be taken into account 

in the implementation of the Plan.  

8.6.4.7 That although a wide range of activities that promote rural productivity are appropriate in the 

Rural Production Zone, an underlying goal is to avoid the actual and potential adverse effects of 

conflicting land use activities.  

8.6.4.8 That activities whose adverse effects, including reverse sensitivity effects cannot be avoided 

remedied or mitigated are given separation from other activities  

8.6.4.9 That activities be discouraged from locating where they are sensitive to the effects of or may 

compromise the continued operation of lawfully established existing activities in the Rural production 

zone and in neighbouring zones. 

 

Quarrying and mining are activities that do not sit within the same “parameters” as some 

other natural and physical resources, in that they are not renewable. A quarry rock is where it 

is. It cannot be moved from that location as it is a geological feature formed in-situ by past 

geological events. Aggregate resource is valuable to the District’s economy in that it is 

required for road maintenance, upgrade and formation. It is essential to the efficient 

operation of the Council’s district wide roading network, that quarry resources be identified 

in different places around the district and that these resources be protected from sterilisation 

because of reverse sensitivity risk, e.g. one would not encourage or zone for residential use 

next to a quarry operation – Policies 8.6.4.7-8.6.4.9 are all relevant in this regard.    

 

Rather than curtail the extent of the activity, therefore, the emphasis should be on how best 

to remedy and/or mitigate adverse effects resulting from the quarry operation – this is 

reflected in several of the above policies. 

 

Quarrying is an anticipated activity in the Rural Production Zone and rural environment, and 

not contrary to the rural environment’s or RP zone’s objectives and policies.  

 

Soils and Minerals 12.3.3 OBJECTIVES  
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12.3.3.1 To achieve an integrated approach to the responsibilities of the Northland Regional Council 

and Far North District Council in respect to the management of adverse effects arising from soil 

excavation and filling, and minerals extraction.  

 

There remains some duplication in the responsibilities of the district and regional councils. This 

application has been prepared to act as an application to both authorities. 

 

12.3.3.2 To maintain the life supporting capacity of the soils of the District.  

 

12.3.3.3 To avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects associated with soil excavation or filling.  

 

12.3.3.4 To enable the efficient extraction of minerals whilst avoiding, remedying or mitigating any 

adverse environmental effects that may arise from this activity.  

 

One cannot relocate a minerals resource to somewhere else. It is where it is, and has to use 

the access that gets the resource to its required location in the most cost effective way. 

 

12.3.4 POLICIES  

 

12.3.4.1 That the adverse effects of soil erosion are avoided, remedied or mitigated.  

 

12.3.4.2 That the development of buildings or impermeable surfaces in rural areas be managed so as to 

minimise adverse effects on the life supporting capacity of the soil.  

 

12.3.4.3 That where practicable, activities associated with soil and mineral extraction be located away 

from areas where that activity would pose a significant risk of adverse effects to the environment 

and/or to human health. Such areas may include those where:  

(a) there are people living in close proximity to the site or land in the vicinity of the site is zoned 

Residential, Rural Living, Coastal Residential or Coastal Living;  

(b) there are significant ecological, landscape, cultural, spiritual or heritage values;  

(c) there is a potential for adverse effects on lakes, rivers, wetlands and the coastline;  

(d) natural hazards may pose unacceptable risks.  

 

The quarry is ideally located in an isolated area with only limited residential use in the area. 

There is no residential, or rural living zoning anywhere in proximity. I believe that the quarry is 

located in an area where there are no significant ecological, landscape, cultural, spiritual or 

heritage values.  The quarry will continue to operate in accordance with conditions imposed. 

 

12.3.4.4 That soil excavation and filling, and mineral extraction activities be designed, constructed and 

operated to avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on people and the environment.  

 

See above comments under 12.3.4.3. 

 

12.3.4.5 That soil conservation be promoted.  

 

12.3.4.7 That applications for discretionary activity consent involving mining and quarrying be 

accompanied by a Development Plan.  
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12.3.4.8 That as part of a Development Plan rehabilitation programmes for areas no longer capable of 

being actively mined or quarried may be required.  

 

12.3.4.10 To ensure that soil excavation and filling are managed appropriately, normal rural practices as 

defined in Chapter 3 will not be exempt when determining compliance with rules relating to 

earthworks, except if the permitted standards in the National Grid Yard specify that activity is exempt. 

 

The application is supported by a draft Quarry Development Plan. 

 

Landscapes & Natural Features - OBJECTIVES  

 

12.1.3.1 To protect outstanding landscapes and natural features from inappropriate, subdivision use 

and development.  

 

12.1.3.3 To recognise and provide for the distinctiveness, natural diversity and complexity of landscapes 

as far as practicable including the complexity found locally within landscapes and the diversity of 

landscapes across the District.  

 

12.1.3.4 To avoid adverse effects and to encourage positive effects resulting from land use, subdivision 

or development in outstanding landscapes and natural features and Maori cultural values associated 

with landscapes.  

 

 

POLICIES  

 

12.1.4.1 That both positive and adverse effects of development on outstanding natural features and 

landscapes be taken into account when assessing applications for resource consent.  

 

12.1.4.2 That activities avoid, remedy or mitigate significant adverse effects on both the natural and the 

cultural values and elements which make up the distinctive character of outstanding natural features 

and landscapes.  

 

12.1.4.3 That the cumulative effect of changes to the character of Outstanding Landscapes be taken 

into account in assessing applications for resource consent.  

 

12.1.4.7 That the diversity of outstanding landscapes at a District-wide and local level be maintained 

and enhanced where practicable.  

 

12.1.4.8 That the trend is towards the enhancement rather than the deterioration of landscape values, 

including the encouragement of the restoration of degraded landscapes.  

 

12.1.4.9 That the high value of indigenous vegetation to Outstanding Landscapes be taken into 

account when assessing applications for resource consents.  

 

Whilst the current District Plan shows the area as having partial outstanding landscape 

notation, this appears to now be somewhat outdated. The quarry and exotic pine plantation 

now dominate this part of the site. The higher order and far more recent Regional Policy 

Statement (RPS) maps, included in the RPS after a comprehensive review of outstanding 

landscape and natural character values of the region and Appeal process, no longer shows 
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this site, nor the adjacent sites to the west or east, as having any outstanding landscape 

values. As such the above Objectives and Policies have limited relevance. 

 

6.2 Relevant Regional Objectives and Policies 

 

The activity is a controlled activity under Regional Planning instruments and as such is 

considered to be consistent with the relevant objectives and policies of that plan. 

 

6.3 Part 2 Matters 

 

The activities are consistent with the purpose and principles of the Act. 

 

5 Purpose 

(1) The purpose of this Act is to promote the sustainable management of natural and physical 

resources. 

(2) In this Act, sustainable management means managing the use, development, and protection of 

natural and physical resources in a way, or at a rate, which enables people and communities to 

provide for their social, economic, and cultural well-being and for their health and safety while— 

(a) sustaining the potential of natural and physical resources (excluding minerals) to meet the 

reasonably foreseeable needs of future generations; and 

(b) safeguarding the life-supporting capacity of air, water, soil, and ecosystems; and 

(c) avoiding, remedying, or mitigating any adverse effects of activities on the environment. 

 

Minerals are a notable exclusion from section 5(2)(a) of the Act (see underlining), in 

recognition of that they are finite and inevitably exhaustible.   

 

6 Matters of national importance 

In achieving the purpose of this Act, all persons exercising functions and powers under it, in relation to 

managing the use, development, and protection of natural and physical resources, shall recognise 

and provide for the following matters of national importance: 

(a)  the preservation of the natural character of the coastal environment (including the coastal marine 

area), wetlands, and lakes and rivers and their margins, and the protection of them from 

inappropriate subdivision, use, and development: 

(b)  the protection of outstanding natural features and landscapes from inappropriate subdivision, use, 

and development: 

(c)  the protection of areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous 

fauna: 

(d)  the maintenance and enhancement of public access to and along the coastal marine area, 

lakes, and rivers: 

(e)  the relationship of Maori and their culture and traditions with their ancestral lands, water, sites, 

waahi tapu, and other taonga: 

(f)  the protection of historic heritage from inappropriate subdivision, use, and development: 

(g)  the protection of protected customary rights: 

(h)  the management of significant risks from natural hazards. 
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I do not believe that the site contains any of the above matters of national importance. 

Whilst shown as part of a vast area thought to potentially contain kiwi, this is not verified, and 

is not a ‘high density’ kiwi area. In addition, with the site now having been worked for several 

years, it is highly unlikely that kiwi will be nesting anywhere near the working area. The site, 

whilst shown as once containing a portion of an outstanding landscape area, is no longer 

regarded as such. 

 

7 Other matters 

In achieving the purpose of this Act, all persons exercising functions and powers under it, in relation to 

managing the use, development, and protection of natural and physical resources, shall have 

particular regard to— 

(a) kaitiakitanga: 

(aa) the ethic of stewardship: 

(b) the efficient use and development of natural and physical resources: 

(ba) the efficiency of the end use of energy: 

(c) the maintenance and enhancement of amenity values: 

(d) intrinsic values of ecosystems: 

(e) [Repealed] 

(f) maintenance and enhancement of the quality of the environment: 

(g) any finite characteristics of natural and physical resources: 

(h) the protection of the habitat of trout and salmon: 

(i) the effects of climate change: 

(j) the benefits to be derived from the use and development of renewable energy. 

 

Others matters have been had regard to. Conditions of consent and the Quarry 

Development Plan will ensure that the quarry will operate in a safe and efficient manner 

without significant adverse effect on the matters in Section 7. 

 

8 Treaty of Waitangi 

In achieving the purpose of this Act, all persons exercising functions and powers under it, in relation to 

managing the use, development, and protection of natural and physical resources, shall take into 

account the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi (Te Tiriti o Waitangi). 

 

There are no known waahi tapu, urupa or cultural values associated with the site. 

 

6.4 Any National Policy Statement; Regional Policy Statement & Regional Plans  

There are no National Policy Statements or Standards pertinent to the proposal. 

Regional Policy Statement for Northland 

Objectives 3.5 (Enabling Economic Wellbeing) and 3.6 (Economic Activities and Reverse 

Sensitivity and Sterilisation); along with the related Policy 5.1.3 address the need to protect 

the viability of land and activities important to the economy. One such activity is quarrying of 

materials for the construction of roads. Roading material is regarded as a critical ingredient 

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1991/0069/latest/link.aspx?id=DLM435834
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for construction and the more that can be sourced locally the cheaper it is, with direct 

benefits for the local community. 

Whilst a small scale quarry such as this is unlikely to be regarded as a “regionally significant 

mineral resource”, it is nonetheless valuable to the local rural community and Council 

roading contractors. Mineral resources are where they lie and need to be protected from 

potential reverse sensitivity. The application site is remote and well removed from activities 

that would be regarded as ‘incompatible”, with the one component of the quarry operation 

with potential to cause adverse effects on adjacent properties, being the number and 

frequency of truck movements associated with taking material from the site to a roading 

project. The applicant will need to consider whatever mitigation measures are considered 

reasonable, whilst not jeopardising the operations of the quarry adversely, in order to reduce 

adverse effects caused by truck movements. 

The Regional Policy Statement also contains sections relating to natural hazards. However, 

these focus principally on flood and coastal hazards and are more about protecting people 

and property from such hazards, rather than activities such as quarrying. 

The operative Regional Water and Soil Plan, and Proposed Regional Plan are addressed 

earlier in the report. 

 

7.0 CONSULTATION 

 

The applicant has not sought Written Approvals from any party. They are aware that the 

owner of neighbouring property to the north has ongoing concerns in regard to the quarry, 

and this same party objected to the original consent application. 

  

8.0 DURATION OF CONSENTS 

The duration being sought for this/these consent(s) from both Regional and District Councils, 

is 10 years. 

9.0 CONCLUSION 

 

It is considered that the proposed activity does not create adverse effects on the wider 

environment that are more than minor. There are no special circumstances nor any National 

Environmental Standard requiring public notification. I am therefore of the opinion that 

public notification is not required. 

 

In regard to the identification of affected persons, no Written Approvals are provided with 

the application.  Section 95E of the Act describes an affected person “if the consent 

authority decides that the activity’s adverse effects on the person are minor or more than 

minor (but are not less than minor)”. 
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It is anticipated that the Council will follow the steps outlined in Section 95B & 95E of the Act 

in determining any need for limited notification of this application.  

On behalf of the applicant, I request that consent be granted to this application, subject to 

conditions. 

Signed    Dated   20th August 2019 

Lynley Newport, Senior Planner  Thomson Survey Ltd 

 

10.0 LIST OF APPENDICES 

Appendix 1  Record of Title 

Appendix 1A  Forestry Right 

Appendix 2  Locality Map 

Appendix 3  CON20100886401 

Appendix 3A  Latest NRC Monitoring Report 

Appendix 4  District Council Consents 

Appendix 5  Original Quarry Management Plan 

Appendix 6  District Plan and Regional Policy Statement Landscape Maps 

Appendix 7  Draft Quarry Development Plan 
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