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Detecting a leak in your home 
• Pick a time when no water will be 

used for at least four hours. 
Overnight is a good time

• Read your water meter, then read 
it again after the period of not 
using any water. If you do an 
overnight test, you would read 
your meter at night before bed and 
again the first thing in the morning

• Read all the numbers on the dial 
(black and red squares)

• If the meter numbers are higher, 
this shows that water is being used 
and it is likely you have a leak

    
3     7     4    6      .      2     8    5     9 

    Previous night’s reading 10.00pm

     3     7     4    6      .      3     1     0     5 

     Early morning reading 7.00am
    This shows 246 litres lost overnight.
 

Finding a leak in your home
• Look for dripping taps

• Look behind your dishwasher and 
washing machine for any signs of 
water

• Check your toilet. Put a few drops 
of food colouring in the cistern. If 
colour ends up in the toilet bowl 
without flushing, you have a leak

• Check the hot water cylinder 
expansion relief valve is letting water 
drip into the gully trap

• Look for damp patches in the garden, 
lawn or driveway

• Listen for running water inside your 
home when no taps, hoses or showers 
are turned on

For more details 
go to the ‘Check for a leak’ page  
at www.watercare.co.nz

We have set up a special service and offer for Kaikohe residents.  
We will pay up to $300 toward fixing your water leaks.

Fix Your Leak
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• Only wash clothes when you have a 
full load. A washing machine uses 
about 150 litres of water per wash

• Use the dishwasher for full loads 
only. Each load uses 40 to 80 litres  
of water

• Turn off the tap while brushing 
your teeth

• Put the plug in the sink when 
washing vegetables and don’t leave 
the tap running

• Mulch your garden with grass 
clippings or compost. Mulching 
prevents up to 70 per cent of water 
loss through evaporation

• Put a half full soft drink bottle in 
your toilet cistern to reduce the 
quantity of water you flush

• Flush the toilet less often

• Use less water in the bath. A bath 
can use up to 80 litres of water

• Take shorter showers.  
A shower uses about 8 litres of water 
a minute

• Soak your garden once every few 
days rather than giving it a quick 
drink every night. Light watering 
makes the plants shallow rooted, 
and most of the water is wasted 
through evaporation. Soaking the 
ground every few days encourages 
the roots to go deeper into the soil 
to seek out moisture

• Keep a bottle of drinking water in 
the fridge to avoid running more 
water than you need for a glass  
of water

Kaikohe needs to reduce water use this summer  
by 25% to protect its water supply. You can do it with  

these handy tips.

The 25% Challenge


